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How to achieve better value for European money? 

AER position on the European Commission Communication: The EU Budget Review (Com (2010)700final) 

Adopted by the AER General Assembly

Istanbul, 11 November 2010

The AER General Assembly adopted the following position with regard to the EU Budget Review:
We, AER members, 

1. Urge the European institutions that budget discussions must be transparent, so that all institutional stakeholders – including the regions - are aware of Member States’ positions. This will enable an open debate which is not limited to the ‘net-benefit’-discussions of the Member States only and which would increase the awareness of the wider public. 

2. Welcome, in that context, the proposal of building up a "more strategic negotiation process at local and regional level, the Member states and the European Commission"
, and express our willingness to contribute to make it become reality.
 

3. Support the commitment to place the Europe2020 goals at the centre of the budget priorities in order to unlock the economic potential of Europe while ensuring inclusive growth. Regions know the assets and needs of their territories and play a key role in making the Europe2020 strategy a success. A close alignment of the EU Budget priorities to these goals will also ensure that regions’ activities in this area will be supported. 

4. Welcome the introduction of a common strategic framework since this will help improving coherence between different EU funds whilst delivering the Europe2020 objectives.
5. Share the need to focus on performance and impact, rather than just inputs, but call for a balance between the two. Regions also remind that when introducing performance and impact assessment, the Commission should keep in mind that this is a medium- to long-term evaluation exercise and should ensure that the evaluation framework allows for such a timeframe. 

6. Underline that Cohesion policy is a main tool for reaching the objectives of inclusive, but also smart and sustainable growth. Cohesion policy is a European added value and should concern all regions. The budget has to reflect this. 

7. Insist on the fact that a smooth and timely debate on the new financial framework 2014-2020 is therefore of paramount importance for Europe’s regions to ensure that the programming can start as soon as possible and the funds be better absorbed. 

8. Recall that European regions, beyond Cohesion policy, are major actors in European funding programmes. Regions are very well-placed to provide strategic orientations based on their experience and needs. They therefore need to be listened to when bringing up technical improvements on the financial aspects of EU funding programmes, if we want those to be successful. 
9. Recall in this context that an improved coordination among the different Directorate Generals would be extremely beneficial for all stakeholders, in particular when it comes to coordinating competition/state aid rules and regional policy measures.
10. Highlight the great amount of expertise gathered by AER regarding regions’ implementation capacities of EU financial assistance. AER is currently preparing a report entitled ‘Experiences and recommendations of regions on European funding’
 which will provide the European Commission with concrete suggestions on how to achieve better value for European money. 

� EC Communication:  The EU Budget Review: p.13


� For more details on AER’s position and recommendations for the Future Cohesion Policy, please take at look at the  AER whitepaper on cohesion policy


� AER report: ‘Experiences and recommendations of regions on European funding’
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