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The members of the Assembly of European Regions, meeting at their General Assembly in Istanbul on 11 November 2010, adopted the following statement: 
We, AER members:
· entirely share the vision of the Reflection Group
 of a Europe at the crossroads: if we do not make reforms in a series of key areas, then the European Union, and Europe in general, will suffer;
· appreciate that the regional and local authorities are mentioned in the report as key players in this reform process;
· regret, however, that their importance is essentially recognised only as one link in the chain of effective European governance.

The point is that our Regions do not restrict themselves to this institutional role. They already provide, via their strategies and their projects, some elements towards a response that could have contributed towards fine-tuning the proposals in the Report, which are not concrete enough, in many of the various sectors requiring reform.
1. In the field of energy
Our Regions have been working for a long time on the promotion of alternative, sustainable energy sources which respect our environment, as can be seen from the AER’s White Paper in the field, published in 2009. The commitment from the French region of Ile-de-France within the R20 network also proves that the Regions are fully aware of the scale of the global challenge posed by climate change.
2. In terms of competitiveness and innovation
The surveys conducted by the AER when the financial crisis struck in 2009, plus the good practices identified via competitions such as the AER Prize for Innovation, prove that the Regions are aware of the issues around globalisation and that they are working actively to develop their role as economic players in that context, by capitalising on the areas in which they excel. 

3. Research and development
Research and development is a core strategic area in our Regions, which are well aware that this is a key area if they want to establish themselves sustainably in the global economy. It is thanks to such regional initiatives, whether clusters or competitiveness poles based on regional assets, that Europe will be able to create jobs suited to the knowledge society and maintain its role as an economic power at global level. In order to provide better support and to back up the Regions and their SMEs in their R&D work, we thus endorse the proposal by the Reflection Group to simplify access to Community funds.

4. Cohesion and sustainable growth
Good regional practices developed across Europe to cope with the challenges of demographic change and the ageing of the population, and to promote equal opportunities, are abundant, and represent valuable sources of inspiration. In that context, we welcome the proposals in the report to the effect that growth should not be defined solely on the basis of GDP, but should include other indicators such as social and health infrastructures, because these are core elements in a genuinely inclusive society.

Cohesion and sustainable growth in the Union likewise depend on our ability to influence developments outside the boundaries of the European Union. The AER, which brings together the Regions in 33 countries in Europe, played a pioneering role back at the time when many regions were preparing to join the European Union, and continues to do this vis-à-vis the Regions in the applicant countries or those bordering the Union, notably by providing an ad hoc offer of Training Academies or peer reviews. 

5. Mobility
We are pleased to see the importance being given to mobility in the report, in fact involving the complete transferability of social rights and pension entitlements, the improvement of language training or the full recognition of university diplomas and professional qualifications across the whole European Union. The AER is working actively on these questions, inter alia via its Youth Network, and is contributing towards providing concrete solutions to facilitate mobility in Europe, through programmes such as Eurodyssey or the Summer School. 

6. Europe of the citizens
Finally, the appropriation of the European project cannot be secured without the Regions, who thanks to their proximity to the citizens have the best understanding of their expectations and their demands. The AER is actively committed to this aspect, which is essential to the future of Europe, by regularly organising Citizens’ Forums. 

Conclusions

So there are no major challenges that the European Union can tackle without the help of the Regions. The Regions are already helping to deliver solutions to the challenges raised today and tomorrow: they are a force for proposals and action. The reason the Lisbon Strategy failed was that it did not recognise this reality. We have to prevent another such failure. 

We are therefore launching an appeal to the Member States and the EU institutions: A change of culture and political practices is necessary if we are to see the full implementation of the principles of subsidiarity and partnership. What is at stake is not just to reinforce the link between Community strategies and national strategies, but once and for all to ensure the conditions for active participation by our Regions in the definition and implementation of the objectives of the Union, in a true spirit of multi-level governance. This is what the Union needs to do in order to be able to rise to the challenges facing it by 2030.
� An independent Reflection Group was established by the European Council with the objective of analysing the key challenges facing the European Union by 2030. The group started its work in December 2008 and presented its report to the European Summit in June 2010. The report, entitled “Project Europe 2030”, is available from: � HYPERLINK "http://www.reflectiongroup.eu" ��http://www.reflectiongroup.eu� 
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