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Institutional Affairs Committee

Briefing note

Institutional set up of European institutions 

 President of the European Commission:

The European Council nominated Barroso in June 2009, but the European Parliament declined to vote for him in the subsequent Parliament session.

MEPs voted on the re-appointment of José Manuel Barroso as president of the European Commission on 16 September 2009.

Permanent President and High representative for Foreign Affairs:

European leaders met in Brussels for an extraordinary summit on 19 November 2009 to appoint their first ever permanent president and an EU high representative for foreign affairs.

EU leaders have chosen Belgian Prime Minister Herman Van Rompuy to be the first president of the European Council and UK trade commissioner Catherine Ashton to be the bloc's foreign policy chief.

European Commissioners- designate:

The list of nominees for the new Commission was completed on 24 November 2009, when the  Netherlands, Malta and Denmark announced their candidates.

Novelties:

Barroso has created two new posts: a commissioner for climate action and commissioner for fundamental rights and civil liberties. He has split the justice dossier from home affairs; humanitarian aid is split from development.  

Justice, fundamental rights and citizenship:

Viviane Reding becomes the commissioner for justice, fundamental rights and citizenship. She will also be in charge of the Commission's directorate-general for communication as well as for the directorate for equality between men and women, action against discrimination and civil society, which is currently in the directorate-general for employment and social affairs. 

Development - Humanitarian Aid:

The current portfolio of Karel De Gucht, commissioner for development and humanitarian aid, has been split into two. Andris Piebalgs, the Latvian commissioner, will take charge of development while Rumiana Zheleva, the new Bulgarian commissioner, will be responsible for international co-operation, humanitarian aid and crisis response. 

Innovation:

Barroso names Europe's first innovation commissioner - Ireland's Máire Geoghegan Quinn 
The job is an expanded version of the old science & research post, and comes just months before the first European Innovation Act is due to be published. 

Neighbourhood policy:

The European neighbourhood policy to the enlargement portfolio, which has been given to Štefan Füle.

Statistics:

A total of 11 commissioners will be staying on for a second term. Of those, six served a full term while the other five joined the Commission during its five-year mandate. The new Commission will have (if approved)  nine female candidates in the team, one more than in his current line-up. 

If the new team is approved without any changes by the Parliament, it will contain 12 commissioners from the centre-right (including Barroso), nine Liberals and six affiliated to the centre-left Party of European Socialists. 

Voting:

The European Parliament has scheduled its hearings of the newly nominated Commissioners to begin on 11 January and end on 19 January. The final vote on the full Commission is planned for 26 January.

Commissioners-designate

Austria Johannes Hahn 
Belgium Karel De Gucht 
Bulgaria Rumiana Zheleva 
Cyprus Androulla Vassiliou 
Czech Republic Štefan Füle 
Denmark Connie Hedegaard 
Estonia Siim Kallas 
Finland Olli Rehn 
France Michel Barnier 
Germany Günther Oettinger 
Greece Maria Damanaki 
Hungary László Andor 
Ireland Máire Geoghegan-Quinn 
Italy Antonio Tajani 
Latvia Andris Piebalgs 
Lithuania Algirdas Šemeta 
Luxembourg Viviane Reding 
Malta John Dalli 
The Netherlands Neelie Kroes 
Poland Janusz Lewandowski 
Romania Dacian Ciolos 
Slovakia Maroš Šefcovic 
Slovenia Janez Potocnik 
Spain Joaquín Almunia 
Sweden Cecilia Malmström
UK Catherine Ashton 
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