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AER European Citizenship Forum

Thursday 18th October 2007

"What does being in the European Union mean to young people?"

Venue:

West-Sussex County Hall

West Street

Chichester

West Sussex

PO19 1RQ
	Practical Information


The Forum will focus on young people from Boundstone Community College, located on the South coast of West Sussex. 

The organisation of the day will along the following lines:

1. Boundstone is prepared to provide 50 young people from year 9 to participate in the event. These young people will travel in a coach (funded by the AER) to County Hall, Chichester, where they will spend the rest of the day. Coach will take a group from Bounstone School to County Hall, Chichester at 8.45 on 18th October (Thursday). 

2. They will arrive in Chichester early on the morning and the day will begin at 9.45am.

3. The day will be split in half. From 10.00-12.00 four workshops will take place. The young people will be divided into four groups, and they will rotate between workshops every thirty minutes. The second half of the day will take the form of a ‘quick fire’ debate, enabling the young participants cover a range of topics relating to European Citizenship. 

4. At least one adult will run each workshop, and these facilitators will run a different workshop every thirty minutes.

5. Between the Workshops and the Debate, lunch will be provided. 

6. The final hour, from 13.00-14,00, will consist of a ‘quick fire’ debate. Questions will be from the Youth Cabinet ‘What does the European Union mean to young people’ resource (see questions below), as this has been written by young people.

· How does being on an island affect the way young people think?

· What are the main issues connected with being part of the EU, which might have an impact on young people?

· How does being part of the EU affect the way young people think?

· Are there any opportunities connected with the EU that young people need to know about?

· What can young people in the UK learn from other European countries?

· Do you think being part of the EU is a positive thing for young people?

All facilitators will sit on a panel at the front, and the Chair will pose questions. The panel will be asked by the Chair to express their opinions, and then the debate will be open to the audience. Panel members will be briefed on possible questions before hand. Short, concise answers are appreciated, so more of the youth participants can air their views. If not, there is a danger that the young participants will feel disenfranchised and bored.

7. This bus will collect a group from Country Hall at 14.15 on the same day and return them to Boundstone School.

8. All conclusions from the day will be given to the AER Secretariat who will type the results into a document.

	Organisation of the Workshops


The workshops have been taken from West Sussex’s European Study Pack and will be organised in the following way:

Workshop 1

‘Anything to declare?’ – Based on Deal or No Deal television programme

This workshop is a basic introduction to human rights, using the format of the game show ‘Deal or No Deal?’ For more information please visit:

http://www.yourspacewestsussex.co.uk/ccm/cms-service/stream/asset/?asset_id=2753040
Workshop 2

‘British – Bovvered? How does sport help us understand our identity as a British citizen?

This workshop will allow young people to identify how they perceive their identity through sport.

Basic Idea behind workshop – Socks and t-shirts. Give each young person a cut out of a sock and a t-shirt.  On the t-shirt, the young people would write the positive affect that sport has on them. On the socks they would write the negative affect sports have on them. All of these ideas would be pinned onto a washing line and young people can discuss them at the end.

Workshop 3

‘Lost’ – How does living on an island affect our thinking as British citizens?

Within this workshop the young people will learn the difference between a British citizen, a European citizen, a citizen within an EU country and a global citizen. For more information please visit:

http://www.yourspacewestsussex.co.uk/ccm/cms-service/stream/asset/?asset_id=2753040
Workshop 4

Migration Workshop

Questions will include: who should we let into the UK? What is an asylum seeker? What problems do we get from immigration?

The facilitator would ask the young people first to guess some stereotypes that immigrants carry with them, and then to guess some figures as to immigration into the UK. The young people and adults will then discuss a number of topics and at the end of the workshop the original questions will be asked again.
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