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European Citizens’ Forum

Assembly of European Regions

27th November 2007 

Mikolow, Silesia (PL)

Youth and Future of Europe 
What does Europe mean to you?

Europe in the eyes of young people from Silesia

Venue:

Miejski Dom Kultury w Mikołowie 

Rynek 19
	Forum


The European Citizens’ Forum in Mikolow will be an opportunity to debate and discuss the image of Europe in the eyes of young people. The main aim is to bring together young people with persons working on European issues. The Forum will be organised in the form of a debate. The participants will address the question „What does Europe mean to you?” In addition, the meeting will provide an opportunity to explore the European programmes for Youth and to see what Europe offers to young citizens. 

The Forum is organised by the Assembly of European Regions and the Office of Mikolow City.

	Participants


The speakers of the Forum’s will be the President of the City Mikolow Marek Balcer, the Marshal of the Silesia Region, Janusz Moszynski, Polish Member of European Parliament, prof. Jerzy Buzek, representatives from the European Commission representation in Poland, from Europe Direct in Katowice and from regional youth and students organisations.

	Debate


The main debate will consist of a common discussion between the invited guests and the 100 young people. Invited guests will create a panel of experts. The moderator will be from the Assembly of European Regions. 

PROGRAMME OF THE FORUM

	8.30-9.00
	Registration of participants

	9.00-9.15
	Welcome and introduction 

Marek Balcer – President of Mikołów City

	9.15-9.30
	Speech of Janusza Moszyńskiego – Marshal of Silesia Region

	9.30-9.45
	„Opportunities for children and young people in modern Europe”
Malgorzata Handzlik, Member of European Parliament

	9.45-10.15
	“Youth and Youth programmes in practice”

Arkadiusz Mazur

	10.15-10.45
	„European Youth Programmes”

Bartosz Szaleniec - Europe Direct Information Point in Katowice

	10.45-11.15
	„The Problems of disabled young people in the region – opportunities and challenges for development and integration”

Damian Stefanski

	11.15-11.30
	Programme Safe School

Krzysztof Skwarczek 

	11.30-11.45
	Coffee break 

	11.45-12.45
	„Europe: an opportunity and a challenge for young Europeans”

Discussion panel 

- Integration of disabled young people (as well as participation in European education programmes)

- Thinking globally or locally? – What does Europe mean for young people? What does it mean to be a European and Polish citizen? The issue of young Polish emigration (studies abroad and working abroad)

- The role of youth and student organisations ex. Project of „Kuźnia Liderów”

Invited guests and representatives from youth and student organisations. 

	12.45-13.15
	Discussion and conclusions

	13.30
	Lunch 
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