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Reinforcing the role of regional authorities in the European Governance system

AER Consultation on the White Paper on Multilevel Governance of the Committee of the Regions  (CoR) 


Briefing note 

Who and what:

On 16 June 2009 the Committee of the Regions (CoR) adopted its White Paper on Multilevel Governance. In this White Paper the CoR is formulating its vision on the future European governance system which is involving regional and local authorities in the formulation and implementation of Community policies. 

CoR Consultation background:

In order to broaden the discussion about multilevel governance and the best way to implement it, the CoR has started a general consultation . This consultation aims at gathering the opinions of the authorities, associations and interested parties. 

Aim of the CoR white paper on Multilevel governance:

· To identify the advantages and drawbacks of this form of governance

· To evaluate existing practices and mechanisms of European governance

· To put forward recommendations to the Community institutions, regional and local authorities and national parliaments 

· To draw up a European Union Charter on multilevel governance 

Content:

The White paper sets out the CoR's vision of the Community method, based on a mode of governance which involves local and regional authorities in the formulation and implementation of Community policies.

It touches upon following aspects: 

1) Institutional representation 

2) Participation

3) Consultation

4) Coordination (in the legislative process, open method of coordination)

5) Cooperation (interinstitutional and political cooperation, territorial cooperation)

6) Evaluation (impact analysis)

7) Experimentation

The CoR argues for a:

guaranteed and genuine partnership between supranational-national and sub-national authorities and strong participation in the European decision making process of sub-national authorities

The CoR sets out its strategy and is proposing to:

i) strengthening its status as a political assembly, develop its inter-institutional relations (for example by participating in formal and informal council meetings) 

ii)  working closer together with national and regional parliamentary assemblies as well as the European Parliament 

iii) supporting the introduction of trainings as well as experience and good practice exchange programmes for sub-national elected representatives 

iv) supporting local and regional democracy in the framework of EU's external policy through electoral observation missions to Europe and third countries 

v) creating a sustained cooperation with relevant regional and local networks

vi) contributing to decentralised communication 

vii) reinforcing the effectiveness of Community action by simplifying and rationalising administrative burden

viii) reinforcing administrative capacities of local and regional authorities

xi) reforming the Open Method of Coordination and examine the opinions on an Open Method of regionalised Coordination

xii) getting more involved in the process of monitoring of the "Better lawmaking" action plan

xiii) recommending that the territorial impact analysis should become standard practice for major Community policies and that 'European territorial pacts' to monitor the implementation of Community policies

Further steps:

Based on the results of the general consultation, the CoR will draw up an action plan on how to implement its recommendations. The consultation is open until 30 November 2009. AER will formulate its own contribution. 

AER contribution:

AER is gathering feedback from its members on how to best implement multilevel governance. On the basis of this feedback it will prepare a position paper which will then be sent to the CoR. 

* * *

Background multilevel governance: 

European Union governance is multidimensional meaning that the process of governing encompasses a multiplicity of political, legal, social and executive actors that operate along and across various levels of authority (regional, national and supranational). Multilevel Governance has been the most prominent approach to describe and analyse this European integration process in the last years. 

The European Commission has made a reference to multilevel governance in its White Paper on European Governance adopted in 2001. This document sets out the needs for public authorities to cooperate, interact and broaden the involvement of different stakeholders when it comes to drafting and implementing Community policies. 

6 rue Oberlin - F-67000 STRASBOURG

Tel: +33 (0)3 88 22 07 07 - Fax: +33 (0)3 88 75 67 19

E-mail: secretariat@aer.eu - Website: www.aer.eu







 


www.aer.eu


