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2nd AER Alcohol Peer Review

AVAILABILITY OF ALCOHOL

4th June 2008, Umeå, Västerbotten (S)

DRAFT MINUTES

OG, Version 2: 5/8//08
Participating Regions: Østfold (N), Fejer (HU), Slaskie (PL), Jämtland (S), Jönköping (S)
1) Opening & Welcome

Alf Österdahl (Jönköping-S) opened the meeting and welcomed participants. 

The participants introduced themselves. 

2) Adoption of the minutes of the last meeting (Outcomes-Azores-24th October 2007)

Ourania Georgoutsakou (AER Secretariat) presented the outcomes and minutes of the last meeting on alcohol and traffic. She suggested that the members adopt a standard format for presenting the outcomes of each AER Alcohol Peer Review in an easy and compact way. Members agreed that such a format needs to be developed. 

The minutes of the last meeting were unanimously adopted without amendments. 

3) Feedback from the European Alcohol Policy Conference, 3-5 April, Barcelona

Karin Mernelius (Jönköping-S) informed participants about the workshops that AER co-organised at the occasion of this meeting on successful models for implementation of policies for the prevention of alcohol-related harm. 

The conference concluded with the adoption of key recommendations to the European Union, the alcohol industry and other stakeholders on priority actions for the effective prevention of alcohol-related harm in Europe. These are available at: http://www.dss3a.com/btg/pdf/conclusions.pdf
4) Presentation of regions’ policies

The participants were requested to present the situation regarding alcohol availability in their region, on the basis of the questionnaire that was distributed in preparation for this meeting. (Available at: 

http://www.a-e-r.org/main-issues/health/alcohol-prevention/aer-alcohol-peer-reviews.html 

Access restricted to AER members only- please log in to view & download) 

5) Group discussions + 6) Key Conclusions

Participants were divided into two groups and were asked to discuss the following questions:

1. What is the biggest problem in your region concerning the availability of alcohol?


2. What is most important to change in your region concerning the availability of alcohol?

3. What are the most effective policy measures for reducing alcohol related harm by controlling availability?

4. What is our role as regions and how do we support the local level in this work?  
5. How can we support each other between the regions in the AER in this area?

The key conclusions of the discussion are summarised below:

1-Regions’ biggest problems:

The biggest problem is the almost unlimited availability of alcohol and the difficulty in successfully implementing restrictions on alcohol availability. 

2-Most important change regions should make

Participants agreed that setting restrictions to availability was a first step, but the most important change required is to ensure these restrictions are respected. 
In particular, it is important to control the social availability of alcohol and change peoples’ attitudes to alcohol. 

Smuggling and illegal alcohol were also cited as problems to successfully restricting alcohol availability and harm. 

3-Most effective policy measures

Participants referred to training schemes for staff in outlets that sell alcohol, so that they ask for IDs and refuse to serve minors or persons who are drunk. 

In this context, Karin Mernelius presented the Responsible Beverage Service project, which aims to reduce alcohol-related harm in and around alcohol-selling venues. The project is based on cooperation between local authorities, who grant alcohol licences, and bar and restaurant owners. Should the latter break availability rules, they are subject to penalties such as loosing their licence or going to prison.  

The full presentation and the manual to this project are available at: 

http://www.aer.eu/main-issues/health/alcohol-prevention/aer-alcohol-peer-reviews.html
Participants agreed it was essential to change people’s attitudes to alcohol consumption and encourage them to be more responsible. Cooperation with parents and schools is important when it comes to applying restrictions addressing young people.  

4-Regions’ role & supporting the local level 

It is important to bring the alcohol problems to the attention of politicians, with clear facts and figures. This is the first step to gaining political support of policies and ensuring they are implemented. 

Cooperation with local authorities is essential, as it is often these that grant licences for serving and selling alcohol and fix opening hours for shops and bars. 

Regions supporting each other within AER
The regions should all learn from the Responsible Beverage Service programme and analyse to what extent it can be adapted to their territories. 

There is a gap between the problems and priorities regions perceive in their territories and the political priorities and actions of the European Union. It is therefore important that regions develop common policy priorities and make sure that the EU takes these into account.  

7) Next AER Alcohol Peer Review & preparation of an AER conference on preventing alcohol-related harm

The 3rd AER Alcohol Peer Review will take place in Valencia (E) on 17 September 2008, at the occasion of the AER Committee 2 seminar and plenary session. 

The theme will be Preventing alcohol-related harm among children and young people. 

It was decided to invite external experts to contribute to the debate, in particular as regards youth alcohol policies and marketing for young people. 

AER Youth Team should also be included in the next meeting, with the direct contribution of young people to the debate.  

Østfold are currently compiling the outcomes of their survey with youth and will present the outcomes at the next meeting. 

Members were encouraged to attend the next meetings with their politicians, as it is important that decision-makers get a first-hand understanding of the situation and thereby support action. 

Karin Mernelius informed participants of the AER’s intention to organise an AER Conference on Alcohol, as part of the AER’s work in the Building Capacity project. This conference, open to all AER member regions, would take place either in autumn 2009 or spring 2010. The aim of this event would be to present regional politicians, in particular, with strong facts and figures about alcohol-related harm and the conclusions of the AER Alcohol Peer Reviews. 

8) Any other business 

Karin Mernelius reminded participants that Sweden will hold the EU Presidency during the second half of 2009. Alcohol will be a key priority for the Swedish EU Presidency and this is therefore a good opportunity for the group. We can expect developments in EU alcohol policy and also a conference on this issue. She will keep members updated with latest developments on this. 

Alf Österdahl thanked members for their participation and closed the meeting. 
The member regions and the AER Secretariat would like to thank Västerbotten County Council (S) for their kind hospitality and their valuable help in preparing this meeting. 
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