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Outcomes 

AER Participation to the Health Structured Dialogue
With Androulla Vassiliou, European Commissioner for Health
Brussels, 9th December 2008

Key themes addressed: 

· Proposed Directive on the application of patient rights in cross-border healthcare 

· Patient security and safety 

· European health workforce 

Participants: 

Androulla Vassiliou, European Commissioner for Health

Catarina Segersten-Larsson, Assembly of European Regions 

Konstantinos Tsatsis, Association of European Border Regions 

Helmut Jahn, German County Association

Members of the Committee of the Regions 

Introduction

Om 9th December 2009 Androulla Vassiliou, European Commissioner for Health, met with regional representatives to present the Commission’s recent initiatives in the field of health and debated their implications for the regions.  
Catarina Segersten-Larsson (Värmland, S) represented AER at this event. She presented the AER’s initial thoughts on the cross-border healthcare Directive and asked the Commission for clarifications regarding its impact on the regions. 
AER questions to the Commissioner
Catarina asked the Commissioner to clarify the following points: 

1) What will be the impact of these proposals on cross-border healthcare arrangements with non-EU member States? 

Norway, Lichtenstein, Iceland and Switzerland are covered by the provisions of the proposed Directives. 
Third countries can also integrate the European cross-border healthcare system and be governed by the provisions of the draft Directive by making a bilateral agreement with the European Union. 

This means that the cooperation system envisaged in this Directive can apply both within and beyond the EU borders. 

2) How should regional authorities respond to the management implications of the proposals contained in the draft Directive? 


Without some kind of prior authorisation scheme or early-warning system, how will regional authorities be able to estimate the number of patients they can expect to treat and then make the necessary allocations in terms of infrastructure, staff and finances? 
It is up to each health authority and each hospital to manage patient flows. The Directive does not forbid authorities to refuse foreign patients, if they do not have the capacity to take them on. 


The Commissioner unfortunately did not go into further detail about the management implications of the Directive proposals. 

3) What kind of criteria will apply to the evaluation of prior authorisation schemes? Who will evaluate such schemes and decide whether they are in line with the Directive’s provisions? 
The Commission does not want and will not take on the supervisory role of evaluating prior authorisation schemes and judging their compliance with the Directive’s provisions. 

It will be for the European Court of Justice to judge the validity of such schemes. 

Each member state can decide whether or not to introduce a prior authorisation scheme. If a citizen decides to challenge this system before the courts, it will then be for the European Court of Justice to decide whether the scheme is necessary, appropriate and proportionate.  

4) With regard to the European Commission Green Paper on an European Health Workforce (not yet adopted at the time of the structured dialogue meeting), how can the Commission's proposals encourage a sustainable mobility and help regions cooperate in the exchange of health professionals?
Commissioner Vassiliou stated that the Green Paper aims to launch a reflection process on the challenges surrounding Europe’s health professionals today and what action could be taken to respond to these, in particular at EU level. 

Regions are welcome to submit their proposals on how to strengthen Europe’s health workforce during this consultation (deadline: end March 2009). 

To download Catarina’s speech and the AER’s contribution to this meeting, please go to our website: http://www.aer.eu/main-issues/health.html 
What is the Structured Dialogue? 

Structured Dialogues are a series of ‘institutionalised’ meetings between members of the European Commission and regions members of the European interregional associations and of the Committee of the Regions. 


Around 4-5 structured dialogue meetings are organised annually: one focuses on the general work programme of the European Commission for the coming year, whereas the other meetings adopt a thematic approach and deal with specific policy initiatives launched by the Commission. 

Structured dialogues are an opportunity for the Commission to present its initiatives to regional politicians and to receive the regions’ direct feedback and proposals. 
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