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Main points / Summary



Keynote speakers for the 1st CoR Plenary session 2009 were:

1) Andris Piebalgs, responsible for European energy policy, to discuss the lessons learned from the gas crisis that hit Europe in January

2) Margot Wallström, European Commission Vice-President, responsible for European Communication Policy on Communicating Europe

Main points Wallström:

Wallström discussed with representatives of the CoR the EC communication strategy in particular in the light of the upcoming elections.

She emphasised 5 points representing suggestions for a better communication:
1) Use the European Parliament campaign (one logo, one slogan "It's your choice!", get involved in campaigns)
2) Link website with regional/local authorities websites
3) Ensure that local councils help in facilitating administrative issues when it comes to organising debates, events)
4) Take part in as many debates as possible
5) Do not invent the wheel again, work together => her she mentioned the *AER Communicating Europe Award which will focus this time among others on the EP elections and the support of the EC for the prize*


CoR Opinions discussed during the Plenary:

Constance Hanniffy, Member of Offaly County Council (IE/EPP), draft opinion "Think small first: a Small Business Act for Europe,"

Jean-Yves Le Drian, President of the Brittany Regional Council (FR/PSE)presented an opinion that will become the official contribution of the CoR to the consultation on territorial cohesion

Robert Bright, Member of Newport City Council (UK/PES), considers Information and Communication Technologies in his opinion "Universal service in electronic communications" 

Dimitrios Kalogeropoulos, Mayor of Egaleo - Athens (EL/EPP), opinion on "Local and regional authorities at the forefront of integration policies"

Eleni Loucaides, Municipal Councillor of Nicosia (CY / EPP), opinion "City Diplomacy"

Lea Saukkonen, Deputy Member of Helsinki City Council (FI/EPP), opinion on the "Single European Sky II".

Milner Whiteman, Member of Bridgenorth District Council (UK/UEN-EA), opinion on the "Green Paper on agricultural product quality"

Herwig Van Staa, President of the Tirol Landtag (AT/EPP) opinion on "Greening the transport sector"

Britt Lundberg, Member of the Government of Åland (FI/ALDE), opinion on the "Revision of EMAS and the Ecolabel"

Ursula Männle, Member of the Bavarian Parliament (DE / EPP), draft opinion on the "Green paper on Migration and Mobility"

Karsten Uno Petersen, Member of South Denmark Regional Council(DK/PES), opinion on "Cross-border healthcare"
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