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80th Plenary  session CoR



Date/Place:
17-18 June 2009, Committee of the Regions 

Main points / Summary

Keynote speakers:

1) Outgoing Commissioner Louis Michel:  

- he talked about the future of European Development support ot the Third World and stressed in particular the importance of getting young people on board

- he refered to the latest develompments at European level and mentioned the Commission Communication of 8 October 2008 entitled: 'Local authorities: actors for development' in which for the first time the involvement of non-state actors had been specifically addressed

- he pointed out that the financial losses caused by duplication of work have to be reduced by improved organisation of the division of work 

- by referring on future challenges, the commissioner mentioned the challenge of engergy access at local and regional level

2) Swedish Minister for local government and financial markets, Mats Odell:  

- presented the priorities of the upcoming Swedish Presidency 

- these would include the promotion of eGovernemnt which would be discussed at a Ministerial meeting in Malmö (SE), November 2009 - EU Ministers will adopt a Declaration on which the future eGovernment Action Plan would be based 

- high importance will be given to the tackling of the financial and economic crisis and the Swedish government will make proposals concerning crisis management arrangements 

- combating Climate change is another important point on the agenda 

- as well as negotiations with EU candidate countries Turkey and Croatia 

2 resolutions were endorsed and 9 draft opinions were adopted as well as the CoR's first White Paper on Multilevel Governance

i) Draft resolution on the crisis in the automotive sector 

ii) Draft resolution on climate change 

1) One year after Lisbon: the Africa-EU partnership at work and The EU, Africa and China: Towards trilateral dialogue and cooperation

Rapporteur: Mr Destans (President of the General Council of the Eure, FR/PES)

2) Enlargement strategy and main challenges 2008-2009: potential candidate countries 

Rapporteur: Mr Keymer (Member of Tandridge District Council, UK/EPP)

3) Enlargement strategy and main challenges 2008-2009: candidate countries 

Rapporteur: Ms Vidmar (Local Councillor of the City Municipality of Maribor, SI/ALDE) 

4) Maritime and coastal package 

Rapporteur: Mr Delebarre (Mayor of Dunkirk, FR/PES)

5) Strengthening the global approach to migration: increasing coordination, coherence and synergies

Rapporteur: Mr Abramavičius (Mayor of Zarasai District Municipality, LT/EPP)

6) Community control system for ensuring compliance with the rules of the Common Fisheries Policy 

Rapporteur: Mr Day (Member of Devon County Council, UK/EPP)

7) New impetus for halting biodiversity loss 

Rapporteur: Mr Souchon (President of Auvergne Regional Council, FR/PES)

8) Non-discrimination and equal opportunities: A renewed commitment 

Rapporteur: Ms Abela Baldacchino (Deputy Mayor, Qrendi Local Council, MT/PES)

9) Management of bio-waste in the European Union 

Rapporteur: Ms Norrman (Member of the Executive Committee of Jämtland County Council, SE/PES)

Committee of the Regions' White Paper on multilevel governance 

Rapporteurs: Mr Van den Brande (Member of the Flemish Parliament, BE/EPP) and Mr Delebarre (Mayor of Dunkirk, FR/PES)
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