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Draft AER Position on an Increase in Funding for Interregional Co-operation within the Structural Funds, 2007-2013

The Assembly of European Regions (AER), representing 250 regions from across Europe and 13 interregional associations,

In response to the European Commission's proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on the European Regional Development Fund (COM(2004)495 final, Brussels, 14 June 2004), and in particular to Chapter 1, Article 6 on European territorial co-operation, and Chapter III on specific provisions concerning the 'European Territorial Co-operation' objective,

And in response to the European Commission’s proposal for a Regulation Laying Down General Provisions Establishing a European Neighbourhood and Partnership Instrument (COM(2004)628),

Having regard to the Final Declaration of the AER Conference on Future Cohesion Policy, Eger, Hungary, 15 October 2004,

Having regard to the Reaction of the Assembly of European Regions to the draft Community Strategic Guidelines 2007-2013 for Cohesion policy, adopted by the AER Presidium on 12 September 2005 in Trieste, Friuli Venezia Giulia (I),

Drawing attention to the success of the Interreg initiative, in allowing a transfer of experience and best practices from the more developed regions to the less developed ones, in a wide range of policy areas affecting local and regional authorities,

Expresses the following position:

The Assembly of European Regions:

1. Welcomes the European Commission‘s Proposals for Regulations for the Structural Funds and European Neighbourhood and Partnership Instrument for the period 2007-2013, and believes that they establish a sound general framework for territorial co-operation both between partners from the European Union and with Third Countries; 

2. Stresses the importance of territorial co-operation for supporting the cohesion process, promoting sustainable economic, social and environmental development, as defined in the Lisbon and Goteborg Agendas, through the exchange of knowledge and best practice between regions;

3. Regrets the fact that, whilst the Luxembourg Council of European Ministers committed itself to the implementation and strengthening of cross-border cooperation, allocating 77% of the funds for territorial co-operation  (Objective 3) of the Structural Funds to this priority, it did not take into account the importance of interregional co-operation in reinforcing the wider European cohesion process;

4. Draws attention to the fact that the funds allocated to  interregional cooperation for the period 2007-13 will be approximately €300 million, namely the same amount consecrated to interregional cooperation for the period 2000-2006, when it involved only 15 Member States, as opposed to the current 25 Member States; 

5. Therefore requests that funding for interregional networks within the third strand of the Structural Funds be increased from 4% to 8% of the Structural Funds budget for the period 2007-2013, in order to finance the exchange of best practice and, in particular, the promotion of innovation in Europe;

6. Furthermore, asks that the concept of support for cross-border co-operation between regions in third countries and in EU member states, as developed in the European Neighbourhood Policy, be extended to cover territorial co-operation between all regions in Europe, and that local and regional administrations be fully included in the establishment and implementation of country strategies and multi-annual programmes; 

7. Offers its assistance to the European institutions in the further elaboration of policies and programmes to promote interregional co-operation.

Adopted by the AER General Assembly

Strasbourg, 24-25 November 2005
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