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AER Committee "Institutional Affairs"

Position on the Council of Europe's Draft European Charter on Regional Self-Government

Background

The AER has consistently supported the adoption of a legislative instrument on Regional Self-Government by the Council of Europe and has promoted the AER Declaration on Regionalism (Basel, 1996) as the basis for such an instrument.

The Draft European Charter on Regional Self-government has been in the process of being formulated for the past 6 years. Disagreement over central issues has lead to a deadlock in negotiations and adoption has been postponed until 2005. These disagreements centre upon the whether the instrument should be legally binding in its nature. Whilst some states prefer a legally-binding Convention, others wish to see the Charter to take the form of a non-binding Recommendation.

The AER adopted a position in favour of the adoption of a legal instrument, at the proposal of Committee A, at the General Assembly in Poznan on 28-29 November 2003.

In the light of current negotiations on the proposed European Charter on Regional Self-government, Committee A of the AER has adopted the following additional position as its plenary session in Zürich (CH) on 7 April 2004: 

Position of Committee A

The AER firmly supports the adoption of a legally binding instrument on regional self-government by the Council of Europe. It requests the Council of Europe Committee of Ministers to adopt it as a Convention.

The AER urges the national governmental representatives to resolve the current deadlock in negotiations and to move for the adoption of a Convention on Regional Self-Government.

This Convention should promote efficient and effective regional self-government in Europe, according to the principle of subsidiarity. In this context, provision must be made for the financial autonomy of regional authorities, in line with the European Convention on Local Self-Government, in recognition of the fact that financial autonomy is an indispensable tool for any level of government.

The AER is committed to the adoption of a legal instrument on regional self-government, in the spirit of the AER Declaration on Regionalism, and is willing to share its knowledge and expertise with the Secretariat and the different Council of Europe bodies to this end.

Action to Be Taken

The members of the AER Bureau are kindly requested to adopt this position and to organise a lobby within their respective countries in order to actively promote it before their national governments.

JB, April 2004

Adopted by Committee A

Zurich, 7th April 2004
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