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Creating the Conditions for Effective Regional Democracy

Vojvodina Parliamentary Assembly, Novi Sad, Serbia and Montenegro 

1st and 2nd March 2005

Tuesday 1 March

12.30 - 14.00
Registration and buffet lunch
14.00 - 14.30
Welcome, Bojan Kostres, President of the Parliamentary Assembly of Vojvodina

Welcome, Klaus Klipp, Secretary General of the Assembly of European Regions
14.30 - 15.00
Building effective local and regional government in transition countries  –Johan Hommes, OSCE Mission to Serbia and Montenegro
15.00 - 15.15
The Role of the United Nations in the democracy-building process - Nicola Harrington, Resident Representative and Rastislav Vrbensky, Deputy Resident Representative, UNDP Serbia and Montenegro

15.15 – 15.45 
The European Charter on Regional Self-governance – a framework for the development of effective regional democracy – Bernd Semmelroggen, Head of the Department for Federal Fiscal Relations and European Affairs, Niedersachsen and representative of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities in Europe (CLRAE)

15.45 - 16.15
Coffee Break

16.15 - 16.45
The place of regional governments in national Constitutions: a comparative analysis – Professor Cesare Pinelli, University of Macerata, Italy - Expert, Venice Commission 

16.45 - 17.15
Financing Regional Democracy in Europe – Professor Reinhard Mussgnug, Heidelberg University

17.15 - 17.45
The evolution of regional democracy in Europe in the 21st Century – the Italian example - Riccardo Illy, President of the AER and Friuli Venezia Giulia (I),

17.45 - 18.15
Case Study - Devolution in the United Kingdom - Brad Watson, Cabinet Member for External Affairs, West Sussex County Council (UK)
18.15 - 18.30
Closing remarks - Bojan Kostres
20.00

Official Dinner 
Wednesday 2 March

09.00 - 09.15
Introduction to the Working Groups - Klaus Klipp, Secretary General, AER
09.15 - 10.30
Parallel Working Groups
Group (i) the place of regional governments in national Constitutions: a case study of the autonomous province of Vojvodina – facilitated by Thomas Markert, Venice Commission, with contributions from Professor Pinelli, Expert, Venice Commission

Group (ii) financing regional democracy in Europe – facilitated by Professor Reinhard Mussgnug, Heidelberg University, with contributions from the UNDP (SaM)

Group (iii) Building democracy from the bottom up - the role of regional and local government in creating democratic societies – facilitated by the OSCE (SaM), with contributions from the UNDP (SaM), the Local Democracy Agency, Subotica (SaM) and Aida Cvjetkovic, Dubrovnik and Neretva County (HR)
10.30 - 11.00
Coffee break
11.00 - 12.00
Parallel working groups (continued)

12.00 - 12.45
Reports on conclusions of the Working Groups to the Plenary Session
12.45 - 13.15
Closing remarks from President Boris Kostres and President Riccardo Illy 

13.15 - 14.30
Lunch
13.15 - 14.00
Press Conference 
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