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	AER  BITS  COOPÉRATION


Proposal of upcoming activities between the assembly of European Regions and the Network of local and Regional Authorities for Sustainable and social tourism. 

	Background

The International Bureau of Social Tourism and the Assembly of European Regions signed a collaboration agreement in November 2007 in Udine, on the occasion of the 2006 creation of the network of local and regional authorities for sustainable and social tourism. The goal of this cooperation is to increase AER’s expertise in the field of social tourism, and to expand the field of action of BITS towards new regions that are active in this area. 

Proposals

Questionnaire, end of 2008, beginning of 2009 : AER is planning on sending a questionnaire to its members in order to determine what regions are active in the field of social tourism. This will constitute the first step for the co-creation between AER and BITS of a small network of regions that will be interested and active on these questions, and that will be integrated in the AER working group on tourism.

General assembly of the BITS, Strasbourg or Brussels, between January 15 and February 15 : BITS organized its second general meeting at the beginning of 2008 in order to close the launching phase of the Network, inaugurated on December 2006 at the Committee of the Regions. 

· This assembly could be followed by a working meeting between the coordination groups of the two organisations (the members of the AER working group on tourism and the coordination team of the Network). This technical meeting would allow to determine more precisely the topics and practical issues for upcoming joint events. 

Meeting of the BITS, Sicily, end of April, beginning of May 2009 : BITS has decided that its third meeting will take place in Sicily, a few weeks before the 2009 elections.

· AER and BITS have proposed to organize together a thematic seminar on a particular topic to be decided with the regions interested on the field of social tourism. This event will allow to identify the regions that have experience in the area of social tourism or that are interested on developing their activities on this field. 

Lobbying, October 2009: BITS has proposed to carry out lobbying activities in front of the future new parliamentarians in order to guide them towards working in the field of tourism. Experience has shown that parliamentarians sometimes lack imagination to carry out actions at European level due to the lack of EU competences on the matter. The BITS has proposed to offer concrete suggestions, like for example the idea of establishing a European holiday check. 

Training Academy, 2009 : AER organises, since more than a year ago, training sessions for regional members based in Brussels. This initiative aims at offering expertise in a specific field and wants to deepen the participants’ knowledge on a targeted area.

· AER proposes to establish a training module on the European financing available to develop projects on the field of tourism. Direct financing for this area does not currently exist, but many European programs (PIC, 7e framework program, LIFE+, MED, etc.) can be used to finance projects on tourism. This module would be open for members of the BITS Network and of the AER. 

Tourism Newsletter: AER publishes periodically an information bulletin on events related to tourism. 

· AER includes in this newsletter the information available on the BITS website. AER invites BITS to send all the relevant information subject to diffusion.

Partnership pool : The AER has created a database that allows regions to publicise their projects in need of partners. 

· The ARE invites BITS to share projects that could eventually be developed by members of the network and that are in need of partners. 
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