	[image: image1.png]





PAGE  
3

[image: image4.jpg]


 
Assembly of European Regions (AER)

& AER Youth Regional Network

Donja Stubica, Krapina Zagorje County (HR)

7-9 June 2010

WORKING SESSION YOUTH COMMITTEE 5 

Think Global, Act Regional! 

Tuesday, 8 June 13.45 – 17.30

Coffee break: 15.00 – 15.30

According to the draft Strategic Programme 2009-2010, the Youth Committee 5 is in charge of: 

· Developing the activities of the YRN concerning the media and communication.

· Providing the platform of exchange of best practice and experience between youth organisations.

· Working on common projects.

· Following the already existing AER projects on this topic and supporting them.

Key areas of activity: 

Media, communication, information, ICT, multilingualism, audiovisual means of communication.

Communication strategy plays a fundamental role to make people aware of their European identity and to help regions to play their part in the European integration process. On the other hand, The Youth Committee is responsible for promoting Youth Regional Network to the outside – also via the YRN website (to be launched soon). 
Some examples of possible activities in the field of media and communication:

· During the European Final of AER Do you speak European? Competition 2010 and youth event was organized in May in Brussels, young people teams competed together presenting theirs views in very innovative way, on “what does Europe means to them”.  

· Once a year AER organise The Communication Atelier. The workshops and debates serve as a platform for best practice exchange of various regional communication strategies. The atelier explores how European issues can be adapted and communicated to meet local needs of the citizens and regions.
· Your region can win the AER Award Communicating Europe if it contributes to clarify European affairs to their citizens and which promote a better understanding of Europe in their region.
· The AER European Citizen Forums are organised many times by year on different topics. In this very direct way of communication the citizens have the opportunity to ask their representatives questions that will help them to gain a better understanding of political issues. 
· AER offers a possibility to join the AER Press and Communication team and support their press work during the Summer School 2010.  AER Regional Reporters Second Edition is a chance for young reporters to be heard on radio stations across Europe thanks to the radio programme “Europe and you”. Young reporters will register this year about youth mobility: “Move on, Europe! From mobility to diversity”.
· Communicating Europe: via YRN Facebook Group and Website, cooperate with youth media: Europarlament TV and Orange; a possibility to establish YRN communication channel. 
Other topics suggested for the Youth Committee 5 include:

Electronic communication, digital literacy; Social platforms; E-services; New challenges: fight illegal content, cyber crime; safer Internet for children; protect user rights and privacy; intellectual property. 

How can your Youth Committee get involved?

As a member you already act as a youth ambassador – a link between your region and the AER Youth Regional Network. YRN membership gives you a number of tools at your disposal to make the best of it and get actively involved in your region and in the Network. 

As an ambassador, you can organise any kind of activity, as long as it follows a few rules:

· addresses the scope of activities of the Youth Committee or YRN; 

· involves other young people in your region and, if is possible, also young people in other European regions;

· involves politicians in your region, country or European Institutions and/or scholars and academics.

Please bear in mind that you will be responsible for finding the resources that you need to organize your activity. Your regional government might be able to give you some support.

You may also prepare an action plan together with other YRN member from a different region. You can choose to organise just one activity or a series of activities addressing the same theme. However, remember that it is very important to be realistic about the cost of your project. Think about how you might be able to make use of the resources that are already available to you, such as your school or university premises. Find out if your regional authorities can provide you with any help.

Remember to contact the Head of your Committee or the AER Secretariat in order to check on what kind of support you may get for your initiative! The AER Secretariat may provide you with support in terms of identifying interregional experts and bringing together regional and European decision makers.

Here are some examples on how you can act regional within the AER Youth Regional Network:

European Citizens Forum in your region

The European Citizens Forum is the opportunity for YRN members to engage other young citizens in their regions and regional politicians in a debate about the future of their regions in the united Europe. Also representatives of the European Union may join the Forum to discuss the future of Europe. 

How? The Forum operates as a two-way process: it helps to inform young people about Europe and enables decision-makers to listen to their expectations concerning what should be done on a given topic. Topics discussed during the Forum may be very general (e.g. European identity), but also more specific (referring to the scope of activities of your Youth Committee).

The Forum can be organised in various formats: workshops, discussions, debates or round tables. 

Where? As YRN members who are already active in regions, you may have a number of premises at your disposal, such as university/school halls, city halls, libraries – it very often depends on your imagination! 

Participants: Young people, regional politicians, scholars, academics, journalists, experts in the field.

Topics of the ‘AER European Citizens Forum’: Youth Employment (Alba Iulia, RO); European Identity (Lyon, Rhône Alpes (F), 17th October 2009); Polish transitions and prospects for Europe (Szczecin (PL), 19 June 2009).
Training Academy

The AER Standing Committee on Institutional Affairs launched its AER Training Academy in September 2007 to inform regional policy makers and officers about mechanisms of the European Union. These tailor-made basic courses aim to provide participants with conceptual and practical tools in the field of European affairs. They are designed to ensure that AER member regions are well equipped to optimise the benefits offered to them by the European Union. 

Following general principles apply to the training sessions: 

• one day training session (however, can be adapted according to the topic) 

• small group of around 25-35 participants in order to ensure direct involvement of all participants 

• peer learning method - moderators of the sessions are working themselves in the area they are teaching and are employed by a regional authority.

As a YRN member, you are a legitimate moderator of the debates. You can also address the Head of your Committee and the AER Secretariat to help you with inviting moderators/speakers. 

Examples of the AER Training Academies: Introductory course European affairs - 10-11 March, Brussels,  (B); Advanced course 'EU Climate Change and Energy policies' - 14 January 2009 Brussels (B).

Peer Review

Developed by AER, a ‘peer review’ methodology allows its participants to improve their performance in key areas of regional responsibility.  Peer reviews can help regional authorities to understand how well they are working and support them in making improvements. They provide a good opportunity for participants to learn from one another. Until now it has been implemented in other areas of the AER’s work including alcohol policies and renewable energies.  

The tool that has proved successful so far may now be readjusted by YRN members to the scope of their activities and launched within their regions. 

It may involve schools in your region (e.g. to assess the level of school democracy or regional youth participation), as well as other regional youth organisations in your country - on any topic that is of an interest to young people and where the exchange of good practices may be helpful for improving young people's situation. 

European Regions Youth Day

On this occasion YRN members, regional youth officers and European youth experts will gather once a year to discuss the role of regions in empowering youth and to present regional best practices. 

During the event, young people will grant the Youth Award to a regional decision-maker that has been mostly active in empowering young people at a regional level and supporting regional participatory democracy among young people. 
Each YRN member region will nominate one candidate who is particularly active in the field of youth in their region. 
Date: December 2010/January 2011 (TBC), place: your region? 

Memorandum of understanding with EuroparlTV

Once a project is established, AER gives you the opportunity to spread the word about your initiative in wider Europe! It may be done due to various communication channels. Thanks to the Memorandum of Understanding signed between AER and Europarl TV, you may get recognized at the European level via the youth channel of Europarl TV. 

YRN website

The Youth Committee 5 is responsible for communicating about the AER Youth Regional Network to the external world, also including the YRN website.

The website needs to be created by its all members, led by the Youth Committee 5 and direct closely with the AER Secretariat. 

During the working Session young members will be asked to work on structuring the internal communication between the YRN members, in order to update the website with:

· Regional events

· European events

· YRN projects.[image: image7.jpg]
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