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Assembly of European Regions (AER)

& AER Youth Regional Network

Donja Stubica, Krapina Zagorje County (HR)

7-9 June 2010

WORKING SESSION YOUTH COMMITTEE 3

Think Global, Act Regional! 

Tuesday, 8 June 13.45 – 17.30 

Coffee break: 15.00 – 15.30

According to the draft Strategic Programme 2009-2010, the Youth Committee 3 is in charge of: 

· developing the activities of the YRN in the field of education and culture;

· providing the platform of exchange of best practice and experience between youth organisations; 

· take the initiatives at regional level that concerns the employment of young people;

· following the already existing AER projects on this topic and support them.

Key areas of activity: 

Formal and non-formal education, multiculturalism, diversity, cultural and historical heritage, equal opportunities, multilingualism, regional languages.

The dialogue between cultures is the oldest and most fundamental mode of democratic ‘conversation’. The effective multicultural understanding is linked to the ongoing education based on the respect of cultural and linguistic diversity. As more and more individuals are living in a ‘multicultural’ reality and have to face challenges stemming from this.  
Some examples of possible activities in the field of professional education and culture:

· Education lies at the heart of AER activities targeting not only young people, but also regional officers and policy makers. AER Scholarship is only one of opportunities giving young people the opportunity to study in another European region. During AER Summer Schools young people meet with regional and European politicians as well as experts in order to learn about a given topic. Eurodyssey is the chance for young people to get vocational training abroad. 
· Fighting discrimination against the cultural background has become an important factor in the contemporary Europe. That is why the AER Standing Committee on Equal Opportunities will organize a conference on: ‘Education and Prevention of gender-related violence’ (Murcia, Region de Murcia, E) between 10-11 June 2010 in order to learn what regions can do to prevent gender-related violence and educate boys and girls to become well-balanced adults, free from stereotypes and able to develop violence-free relationships.
· Transition from education to work is going to be evaluated by the AER Committee 3 survey concerning education and training in the European regions. AER prepares an overview on educational trends in Europe.  Also as a political voice of its member regions, AER reacts to a number of the European Commission’s calls, including the EC Green Paper on ‘Migration & Mobility’  and the EC Consultation on ‘Multilingualism’. Those papers refer to challenges and opportunities for the EU education systems. 

· Cultural heritage gains on the importance in the united Europe. AER’s Cultural Tourism Initiative was launched in May 2008 with an introductory seminar that illustrated how regions, through the preservation of their cultural heritage, can reinforce local identities, promote tourism, and economic growth.

Other topics suggested for the Youth Committee 3 include:

minority languages, integration of migrants through languages courses, European education at school.

How can your Youth Committee get involved?

As a member you already act as a youth ambassador – a link between your region and the AER Youth Regional Network. YRN membership gives you a number of tools at your disposal to make the best of it and get actively involved in your region and in the Network. 

As an ambassador, you can organise any kind of activity, as long as it follows a few rules:

· addresses the scope of activities of the Youth Committee or YRN; 

· involves other young people in your region and, if is possible, also young people in other European regions;

· involves politicians in your region, country or European Institutions and/or scholars and academics.

Please bear in mind that you will be responsible for finding the resources that you need to organize your activity. Your regional government might be able to give you some support.

You may also prepare an action plan together with other YRN member from a different region. You can choose to organise just one activity or a series of activities addressing the same theme. However, remember that it is very important to be realistic about the cost of your project. Think about how you might be able to make use of the resources that are already available to you, such as your school or university premises. Find out if your regional authorities can provide you with any help.

Remember to contact the Head of your Committee or the AER Secretariat in order to check on what kind of support you may get for your initiative! The AER Secretariat may provide you with support in terms of identifying interregional experts and bringing together regional and European decision makers.

Here are some examples on how you can act regional within the AER Youth Regional Network:

European Citizens Forum in your region!

The European Citizens Forum is the opportunity for YRN members to engage other young citizens in their regions and regional politicians in a debate about the future of their regions in the united Europe. Also representatives of the European Union may join the Forum to discuss the future of Europe. 

How? The Forum operates as a two-way process: it helps to inform young people about Europe and enables decision-makers to listen to their expectations concerning what should be done on a given topic. Topics discussed during the Forum may be very general (e.g. European identity), but also more specific (referring to the scope of activities of your Youth Committee).

The Forum can be organised in various formats: workshops, discussions, debates or round tables. 

Where? As YRN members who are already active in regions, you may have a number of premises at your disposal, such as university/school halls, city halls, libraries – it very often depends on your imagination! 

Participants: Young people, regional politicians, scholars, academics, journalists, experts in the field.

Topics of the ‘AER European Citizens Forum’: Youth Employment in Alba Iulia (RO); European Identity in Lyon, Rhône Alpes (F); Polish transitions and prospects for Europe in Szczecin, Zachodniopomorskie (PL).
Training Academy – a lesson about Europe?

The AER Standing Committee on Institutional Affairs launched its AER Training Academy in September 2007 to inform regional policy makers and officers about mechanisms of the European Union. These tailor-made basic courses aim to provide participants with conceptual and practical tools in the field of European affairs. They are designed to ensure that AER member regions are well equipped to optimise the benefits offered to them by the European Union. 

Training Academy organized in your region may have different formats: 

• one day training session (however, can be adapted according to the topic) 

• small group of around 25-35 participants in order to ensure direct involvement of all participants 

• peer learning method - moderators of the sessions are working themselves in the area they are teaching and are employed by a regional authority.

As a YRN member, you are a legitimate moderator of the debates. You can also address the Head of your Committee and the AER Secretariat to help you with inviting moderators/speakers. 

Examples of the AER Training Academies: Introductory course European affairs - 10-11 March, Brussels,  (B); Advanced course 'EU Climate Change and Energy policies' - 14 January 2009 Brussels (B).

Peer Review – learn from each other!

Developed by AER, a ‘peer review’ methodology allows its participants to improve their performance in key areas of regional responsibility.  Peer reviews can help regional authorities to understand how well they are working and support them in making improvements. They provide a good opportunity for participants to learn from one another. Until now it has been implemented in other areas of the AER’s work including alcohol policies and renewable energies.  

The tool that has proved successful so far may now be readjusted by YRN members to the scope of their activities and launched within their regions. 

It may involve schools in your region (e.g. to assess the level of school democracy or regional youth participation), as well as other regional youth organisations in your country - on any topic that is of an interest to young people and where the exchange of good practices may be helpful for improving young people's situation. 

European Regions Youth Day

On this occasion YRN members, regional youth officers and European youth experts will gather once a year to discuss the role of regions in empowering youth and to present regional best practices. 

During the event, young people will grant the Youth Award to a regional decision-maker that has been mostly active in empowering young people at a regional level and supporting regional participatory democracy among young people. 

Each YRN member region will nominate one candidate who is particularly active in the field of youth in their region. 
Date: December 2010/January 2011 (TBC), place: your region? 

Memorandum of understanding with EuroparlTV

Once a project is established, AER gives you the opportunity to spread the word about your initiative in wider Europe! It may be done due to various communication channels. Thanks to the Memorandum of Understanding signed between AER and Europarl TV, you may get recognized at the European level via the youth channel of Europarl TV. 
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