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“Do You Speak European?”

AER Youth In Europe Competition










13 September 2007
Dear Members,

The Assembly of European Regions (AER) would like to invite your region to take part in an exciting new competition, which gives young people the opportunity to explore for themselves what it means to be a part of Europe. ‘Do You Speak European?’ is a public speaking and personal expression contest which gives teams of young people between the ages of 14 and 18 the opportunity to prepare and present their views on the question: ‘What does Europe mean to you?’. 
The competition is taking place all across Europe on three levels: regional, national and European.  Each participating region organises its own regional-level competition, which will take place in Spring 2008. The winners of each regional competition will go on to represent their region at national level, in a competition that will take place in Summer 2008. Finally, the winners of each national competition will go on to compete at the European level, at a grand final to be held in Brussels in December 2008, jointly organised by the AER and Brussels Capital Region. 

Each level of the competition will be judged by a panel of European experts, such as MEPs, Committee of the Regions members, regional politicians, journalists and youth representatives. Not only will this allow young people to meet their European representatives, it will also ensure that those people who are influential in shaping European issues in the regions are aware of the views of the younger citizens. 

I enclose with this letter a document which describes the ‘Do You Speak European?’ competition in more detail. The AER has also prepared a comprehensive information pack, detailing how a regional competition can be organised, and providing all the templates necessary for preparing invitation letters, programmes and other materials. This will be available to download from the AER website in the near future.
If your region would like to participate in the ‘Do You Speak European?’ competition by organising a regional contest, please complete the enclosed registration form and return it to the Youth and Citizenship Officer at the AER Secretariat as soon as possible. 

We are also looking for regions that are prepared to take responsibility for organising the national competitions. If you are interested in being the lead region for your country, please complete the additional form.

 I hope that you will be able to join in the competition and look forward to hearing from you soon.

Yours sincerely,
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Klaus Klipp

Secretary General

6 rue Oberlin - F-67000 STRASBOURG
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