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	YRN’s Take on Youth Employment – in Times of the Economic Crisis

3rd meeting of the AER Youth Regional Network

Paris, 10-12 December 2009
Round Table 3

Entrepreneurship
Empowering young entrepreneurs - youth can do it!
Friday, 11 December 13.30 – 17.00




Round Table moderated by Fabienne Baise, Les Jeunes Entreprises, Head of Communication

One of the aims of the meeting in Paris is to identify and define the areas of regional youth employment policies that could facilitate the process of getting into the labour market. Therefore participants will work in one of 4 Round Tables focusing on various topics related to the youth employment. During Round Tables’ discussions, participants should discuss the topics and define which of them should be covered by the AER Youth Peer Review on Youth Employment.  

A moderator will lead participants of each group. In addition, each group should select one “rapporteur”: a participant who will take notes and who will make a 10 minutes speech-rapport of the results of the work during the Saturday morning plenary session. 

Objectives of each working group:

1. Presentation of the topic: a moderator will present the definitions and the main points concerning the topic. 

2. Exchange of best practice and experience: participants will be asked to discuss the topic and to exchange their regional experience. In addition, participants should prioritise the most important issues from their point of view.  

3. Preparation of the strategy in the framework of the cooperation in the Network: as YRN members act as ambassadors in their home regions, they will be asked to define concrete points they would like to focus on within their youth organisations, councils and parliaments so as to foster the level of skills required on the labour market among their peers.  

4. Contribution to the AER Youth Peer Review on Youth Employment: participants of the meeting will contribute to the AER Youth Peer Review. Thus, during Round Tables’ discussions they will  define points that their regional authorities should improve in the frames of the AER Youth Peer Review – to be launched by the Network in 2010. The results of this part will be presented during the Saturday’s Plenary Session. Conclusions will provide a starting point for the AER Youth Peer Reviews across Europe. Each working group should define up to TEN points concerning WHAT should be improved and WHY.  

Introduction to the topic

Entrepreneurship: Empowering young entrepreneurs - youth can do it!
Youth entrepreneurship, especially in financially challenging times, accounts for one of alternative ways positively influencing employment. Therefore it is worth putting special emphasis from policy makers’ in terms of young people willingness and readiness to set up their own companies. It is the regional level, at which the individual capacity of youth to establish an entrepreneurial culture can be built.  Especially that youth entrepreneurship is a natural step toward formal employment. Although very often regulated at  a national level, there are a number of steps to be taken in the regions that can help young entrepreneurs when setting up and running their companies. One-stop shops, networks of youth entrepreneurs or consultative bodies to name but a few. A number of AER member regions have already proved that that young people, if given access to the right resources, can effectively craft their own employment opportunities. This will be a great opportunity to share young people’s experience in this respect and identify what can be improved in their regions. 

This workshop is  thus dedicated not only to those who feel that something is missing in their home regions when it comes to fostering youth entrepreneurship. It will also focus on sharing with other participants their experience and exploring possibilities of setting up one's own business in various sectors of industry.

During the workshop various means of facilitating establishing one's own company at regional level will be discussed. Participants will have a chance to share good practices from their European regions, thus providing information about gaps in policies targeting youth entrepreneurs to be filled in by regional decision-makers. Where can regional authorities provide support? What can young people expect from regional decision makers? What can be improved in regions experienced in this respect?

During the workshop young participants will have the opportunity to present the policy and programmes in their regions that support entrepreneurship among young people. They will also look at the links between local businesses and education sectors, or attempt at identifying the importance of the links between local businesses and the higher education sectors, including the learning curricula.
Suggested discussion topics:

· Youth entrepreneurship – an alternative for the young unemployed?

· What are the steps to be taken by regional policy-makers/regional youth orgianisations/schools or universities to foster youth entrepreneurship? 

· What is the main obstacle for youth willing to set up their own business? 

· How can youth entrepreneurs share knowledge and experience via YRN? 

· What is the role of local enterprise agencies in fostering youth entrepreneurship (one stop shops for enterprise and entrepreneurship support)? 

· What can be expected from business support organizations – advice or financial support for young people looking to start a business, providing information, advice and support for young entrepreneurs?
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