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	The future belongs to us – but how should we handle it?
Meeting of Youth from the European Regions

Assembly of European Regions (AER) 

Wiesbaden, 23-25 November 2008
WORKING GROUP 5

OUR CULTURE, IDENTITIES AND INTEGRATION

Monday, 24 November 14.30 – 17.30

(coffee break 15.45 – 16.45)



Working Group moderated by Jascha Scheele, AER Senior Policy Coordinator, Committee 3 Culture, Education and Youth 

One of the aims of the Wiesbaden meeting is to identify and define the areas of the cooperation between regional youth organisations. To do this, participants are choosing to attend one of five different working groups focusing on various topics related to the youth issues. During working group sessions, participants should discuss the topics and decide about future strategy concerning the subject in the Network.

A moderator will lead participants of each group. In addition, each group should select one “rapporteur”: a participant who will take notes and who will make a 10 minutes speech-rapport of the results of the work in front of all participants on Tuesday morning plenary session. 

Objectives of each working group:

1. Presentation of the topic: moderators will present the definitions and the main points of the topic. 

2. Exchange of best practice and experience: participants will be asked to discuss the topic and to exchange their regional experience. In addition, participants should prioritise the most important issues from their point of view.  

3. Preparation of the strategy in the framework of the future cooperation in the Network: participants should find concrete solutions and strategies for the Network. How those issues should be developed in the framework of the Network. The results of this part will be taken into account in the future Network Strategic Document for 2009-2010.

4. Contribution to the Wiesbaden Resolution: all participants of the meeting will adopt the Resolution that aims to: officially launch the Network, define the objectives of the Network and state the field of the cooperation between partner organisations. Each working group should write ONE sentence to the Wiesbaden Resolution concerning WHAT should be done and HOW.  

Introduction to the topic “OUR CULTURE, IDENTITIES AND INTEGRATION”

Not only does our culture shape our generation, but it is our generation that has real and tangible impact on the contemporary culture itself. Identities have always played an important role among the factors inseparably connected with culture. Therefore, it can be taken for granted that in the era of globalisation and migration our identities have become strongly influenced by integration. 

Our culture

European unification is about more than just politics and economics – it does have an immense cultural dimension. Although it is a broad term, culture in terms of youth living in Europe evokes quite precise associations. When thinking of Europe of regions, one has to bear in mind how important it is to preserve Europe’s cultural diversity, which encompases regional, cultural and linguistic diversity. The main idea is to create multicultural Europe – by and for Europeans; one associated not only with institutions. 

Another important issue is Europe’s cultural heritage, which should be accessible to all Europeans, irrespective of where they live and what they do. It might provide a magnificent starting point for common ground of cultural differences, as fostered by the EU 2008 Year of Intercultural Dialaogue. On the other hand it needs to be mentioned that our generation lives in the era of digital culture, which combines culture and various forms of technology (multimedia, e-commerce, telecommunications). 

Last but not least, culture is also art – since it has shaped our identities for centuries it cannot be neglected in the era of digital information.

Suggested discussion points:

· How to use digital environment to spread cultural heritage?

· How to develop and promote regional arts and traditions in the 21st century?  

Identities

The main factor shaping our identities nowadays is the fact that we live in Europe of immense migration opportunities. Not only contact between governments and people, but also the one between cultures is crucial for a well-functioning society. Another important point emerges when we think of empty misconceptions and stereotypes passed down through the generations. Objectives of the European theme of 2008 include 

· Raising awareness of the importance of dialogue in Europe ;

· Promoting common values and the idea of mutual respect ;

· Encouraging debate and the exchange of ideas. 

These issues might provide suggested discussion points.

Integration

Integration should remain a major focus in our culture, as these are cultural differences  that provide a factor enriching our societies. Unfortunately they may also lead to discrimination and racism. One of the slogans for the campaign of the European year of intercultural dialogue was ‘Together in diversity’, which clearly shows the main idea behind integration. The question is not only how to integrate immigrants into societies, but also how to benefit from the integration of diversified cultural values.
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