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	Shaping the future of Europe – on the eve of the European Elections 2009
Meeting of Youth from the European Regions

Assembly of European Regions (AER) 

Krzyzowa – Wroclaw, 20-22 May 2009
YOUTH COMMITTEE 1

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Thursday, 21 May 14.30 – 17.30

(Coffee break 15.45 – 16.15)




Youth Committee session moderated by Jascha Scheele, AER Senior Policy Coordinator of the Committee Culture Education and Interregional Cooperation  

Youth Committees - objectives of the working sessions:

· Establishing the structure of cooperation on the Youth Committee (key areas of activities, concrete projects);

· Contribution to the Strategic Programme.

Youth Committee 1 

According to the draft Strategic Programme, the Committee 1 will be in charge of: 

· developing the activities of the YRN concerning the sustainable development

· providing the platform of exchange of best practice and experience between youth organisations 

· working on common projects

· following the already existing AER projects on this topic and support them

Key areas of activity: 

sustainable development in all aspects of life, renewable energies, energy efficiency, environment.

Concrete actions: 

The AER Youth Summer School 2009 on Water:

The 2009 Youth Summer School focuses on the topic of Water. The members of the Committee could be in the Organizing Committee to have a direct say on the topic. All members are invited to attend the Summer School and to take part in it as moderators or speakers. After the Summer School participants will disseminate newly gained knowledge in their regions as well as among other members of the YRN who will not attend the event. 

The 2009 Youth Ambassadors:

The second project is cooperation with Youth Ambassadors. Youth Ambassadors are the young participants of the Summer School. Their role is to spread the knowledge that they have gained during the Summer School among the young people in their regions by carrying out small projects or activities. The YRN members can coordinate the Youth Ambassadors Projects around Europe and evaluate their projects. 

Methodology of the Youth Committee 1 working session: 

1. A presentation by the moderator on the part of the Strategic Programme concerning the Youth Committee.

2. A presentation by the moderator on the Summer School project: activities, ideas, methodology and the Summer School 2009.

3. Contribution to the Strategic Programme:

· Discussion of participants’ tasks included in the working programme: specifying their own “small” working programme, i.e. their priorities, topics of cooperation and projects on which they will work together. 

· Written contribution to the Strategic Programme: this “small” working programme (max. 1 page long) will provide the Committee’s written contribution to the Programme under section Projects and Actions and will include a list of the topics interesting for them and a list of the concrete actions/projects (already suggested AER projects). 

4. Election of the Head of the Committee, who will:

· represent the Committee during all relevant AER meetings 

· become a member of the Youth Presidium 

· provide a link between the AER Secretariat and YRN

· be responsible for implementing the projects

· be chairing the next working sessions of the Committee

The Head will be elected by the participants during the working session (either by voting or by consensus) and will present the Committee’s contribution to the Strategic Programme during Pleanary Session II. 
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