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	Shaping the future of Europe – on the eve of the European Elections 2009
Meeting of Youth from the European Regions

Assembly of European Regions (AER) 

Krzyzowa – Wroclaw, 20-22 May 2009
YOUTH COMMITTEE 4

HEALTHCARE AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS 

Thursday, 21 May 14.30 – 17.30

(Coffee break 15.45 – 16.15)




Youth Committee session moderated by Camille Bullot, AER Junior Policy Coordinator of the Committee Social Policy and Public Health  

Youth Committees - objectives of the working sessions:

· Establishing the structure of cooperation on the Youth Committee (key areas of activities, concrete projects);

· Contribution to the Strategic Programme.

Youth Committee 4 

According to the draft Strategic Programme, the Committee 4 will be in charge of: 

· developing the activities of the YRN concerning culture and education

· providing the platform of exchange of best practice and experience between youth organisations 

· working on common projects

· following the already existing AER projects on this topic and support them

Key areas of activity: 

cross-border healthcare, equal opportunities, ageing societies, balanced lifestyle and addictive behaviours (drugs, alcohol, health and IT);

Building a youth-friendly healthy Europe:

· Travelling Europe: and if I were sick? (Harmonisation of European health dispositions, reimbursement conditions, cross-border healthcare, health insurance during Erasmus)

· European health workforce: enabling mobility

· Demographic Change (avoiding generation conflicts, adapted solutions for an ageing population, changing pension schemes, solidarity between generations)

· Health and IT applications: Dr. House is a geek (development of study fields in e-health…)

· Interregional prevention campaigns 

Healthy Lifestyles & Addictive behaviours:

· Food/Nutrition (Organic food, junk food, eating disorders, shopping habits…)

· Sport, Sleep… Waste of time?

· Drugs/Alcohol/Cigarettes/Pot

· Networking – getting it right (family, friends, long-distance relationships, negative/positive effects of IT, video games, etc.)

· Sex – may we say the word? (contraception, disease risk, early babies, AIDS)

Equal Opportunities:

· Man & Woman – so what?

· Migrants (integration, education, equal opportunities in careers choice)

· People with disabilities AND abilities 

Concrete actions: 

AER Peer Reviews on topics relating to healthcare

In the framework of the future development of the AER Peer Reviews the YRN members will be involved in organising these events either by supporting the AER Committe on Social Policy and Public Health or by implementing their own ideas and organising Peer Reviews on topics concerning young people’s health policies. The members could attend the AER Peer Reviews concerning youth. 

AER Working Group on Equal Europe for People with Disabilities

One tenth of the population in Europe has some kind of disability. This is the main idea behind establishing a new working group that is to create a European space for people with disabilities where they lead their lives as full citizens and participate in public life. 

The working group was established in February 2009.

Observatory on Gender Issues

This year the AER Observatory on Gender Issues will deal mainly with violence against women and focus on how regions can help prevent violence against women.  

Methodology of the Youth Committee 3 working session: 

1. A presentation by the moderator on the part of the Strategic Programme concerning the Youth Committee.

2. A presentation by the moderator on the AER projects: activities, ideas, methodology of AER Alcohol Peer Reviews, AER Working Group on Equal Europe for People with Disabilities and Observatory on Gender Issues. 

3. Contribution to the Strategic Programme:

· Discussion of participants’ tasks included in the working programme: specifying their own “small” working programme, i.e. their priorities, topics of cooperation and projects on which they will work together. 

· Written contribution to the Strategic Programme: this “small” working programme (max. 1 page long) will provide the Committee’s written contribution to the Programme under section Projects and Actions and will include a list of the topics interesting for them and a list of the concrete actions/projects (already suggested AER projects). 

4. Election of the Head of the Committee, who will:

· represent the Committee during all relevant AER meetings 

· become a member of the Youth Presidium 
· provide a link between the AER Secretariat and YRN
· be responsible for implementing the projects
· be chairing the next working sessions of the Committee
The Head will be elected by the participants during the working session (either by voting or by consensus) and will present the Committee’s contribution to the Strategic Programme during Pleanary Session II. 
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