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ASSEMBLY

OF

EUROPEAN REGIONS

YOUTH TEAM

WORK PROGRAMME 2006

”Nothing about us without us”




The Youth Team

The new AER Youth Team consists of about 20 people.  The young representatives (7 from across Europe) were elected at the AER Youth Summer School in Mostar, Bosnia and Herzegovina on the 1st of September 2005.  

AER Youth Team: Elected members 2005

	Armel Sukovic (BiH) 
Elisenda Anton Carbonell (E)

Marianne Bjerkeli (N) 

Anne Gammon (UK)

Anna  Kajava (FI) 

Graham Duncan (UK) 

Anton Kuzmin (HU)

	Committee A:

Aida Cvjetkovic (CR)

Stephan Tange (A)

	
	Committee B:

Roel Augusteijn (NL)

Maidi Wiklund (S)

	
	Committee C:

Geir Knutson (N)

Eszter Balázsy (HU)

	
	Committee D:

Pandora Ellis (UK)

Kaj Nørholm (DK)

	Sub Committee Youth:
Svein Kr. Waale, president (N) – Eva Almhjell (N)

Saxon Spence (UK)

Gerard Segu (ES) – Ares Montardit (ES)

Alfred Kager (AU)

Jørgen Hedberg (S)


The main aim of the Youth Team is mainstreaming youth within the AER and through that involving them into the decision making on European level. The Youth Team finds it essential to have young people deciding about the issues concerning them and having an impact on their lives throughout Europe.

The Youth Team functions as a link between local, regional and national youth councils/parliaments and the AER. Proposals, ideas and comments made by young people across Europe will be taken forward and brought up at the Youth Team meetings taking place twice a year. The Youth Team finds it extremely important to co-operate with the politicians and other authorities. The initiatives should, however, come from the young people themselves and be supported by the adults and not the other way around. 

Each member of the Youth Team is engaged in one of the AER Committees. Representatives from each committee will be present at the Youth Team meetings 


to listen to the youth members and take their greetings back to their own committee meetings. The Work Programme of the Youth Team is related to the work of the Committees and during the year 2006 the Youth Team would like to pay specific attention to the following youth issues, as well as to make the following actions.

COMMITTEE A (Youth members: Anna Kajava)

Youth Participation

Committee A is dealing with institutional affairs and is at the moment concerned about how to ensure that the citizens of the EU Member States are in a position to make an informed decisions on the matter of the European Constitution.

The issue of the knowledge on the rights and responsibilities of being a European is considerable also among young people. It does not only have to do with being a part of EU but being a part of Europe and e.g. a citizen of a region that is a member of the AER. The Youth Team is eager to give the young people across Europe more education and information on the theme “Citizens of Europe”. It is extremely important to give young people good examples of the benefits and opportunities lying within. Good tools for that are e.g. conferences and workshops directed to young people and other public and free information. Universities as well as youth and cultural centres are also good forums for distributing the information.

Also the voting rates among young people are considerably low in many countries. It is a challenge to get young people interested in important issues that are also affecting their lives and participate through giving their vote (e.g. local, national and European elections). 

Overall improving youth participation is one of the key objectives of the Youth Team. One important element of that is empowering young people in the policy making at local level, e.g. in local councils and parliaments. For young people local democracy and a legal right to participate are essential in rising their interest for youth and common issues. Cross-border best practises in youth participation are good tools to arise the interest of young people towards the youth policy and decision making.

Youth Services

Public transports are in the use of young people daily. The Youth Team finds it of a great importance to focus on the public transport services for young people. A concrete suggestion that could be taken forward is a joint public transport system 


for trains, buses, trams and subways. Not only are we talking about local public transports but also about facilitating transregional and transnational travelling for young people.

The Youth Team would also like to pay attention to the cultural services provided for young people. The ticket prices to e.g. theatres and concerts should be youth friendly to facilitate the usage of there services among young people. Promotion campaigns and culture passes are good tools in promoting culture to the youth. 

Supporting young artists is also important in favour of giving young people a chance to show their abilities and promoting culture from their own side.

Other Issues

The Youth Team should work equally for all young people, taking into account the disadvantaged kids as well as those young people who are no more in upper secondary schools but in universities or other schools. In some regions co-operation with the local authorities and working with the youth issues is not possible after upper secondary school. Finding a way to hear also voices of these young people is extremely important, as they still represent the youth in general.

Resolutions from Committee A

The Committee A Future of Europe Working Group is responsible for exploring issues related to the role of the regions in European governance. Following the Plan D for Democracy, Dialogue and Debate published by the European Commission where it was highlighted the importance of involving young people in the discussions on European level, Committee A has made a concrete suggestion about a series of debates on youth and the future of the Europe. The working group will work together with the Committee A Youth Team members to organise “young citizens panels”, which will consist of debates on the role of young people in the future of Europe, to be held in member regions’ youth councils and parliaments. 

Following the debates on regional level, the Youth Team and the working group will work together to establish a “European young citizens panel” which will bring together representatives from the regional panels to discuss their conclusions with the European policy makers, in order to feed into the debate at the European level.

The other resolution is from Committee A Regional Partnership Working Group. One of the main points, which the working group is going to focus on, together with the Youth Team is improving the role of regional partnerships in order to promote youth exchanges. The Committee A Youth Team representatives will undertake a case study based upon 3 regional partnerships and will analyse to what extent they have been used for the benefit of young people in the regions.


COMMITTEE B (Youth members: Marianne Bjerkeli & Anne Gammon)

Drugs and Alcohol

Committee B deals with public health care and social matters. Drugs are illegal, alcohol is legal.  Young people are arguing that treating these issues as if they were one could be kind of legalising drugs. The Youth Team wants to give separated attention to both alcohol and drugs. However, the improvements in health care systems e.g. at schools concern both issues.

For the Youth Team the issues around drugs and alcohol are number one subject in relation with Committee B. Misuse of either one could lead to serious consequences and the Youth Team finds it extremely important to work on the prohibiting campaigns and promoting the healthy way of life. Schools are excellent frames for those. “From young people to young people” is the best approach as young people rather listen to someone they can relate themselves to than any adult or the local authorities. Co-operation with the relevant NGOs and earlier misusers on this matter is also important.

However, a greater attention should also be paid to the education and the enlightenment given by the teachers and nurses at schools. Sufficient competence among teachers and advisers is essential and more important the availability of these people at schools! Also improving and strengthening the health care centres and special youth centres as well as telling the young people where they can be found and what services do they provide is important.

The Youth Team finds the misuse of alcohol especially among the under aged young people as a serious issue to work on. Again, the campaigns and any other actions should definitely be youth led. Also promoting safe and sober driving among older young people is important.

Pregnancy, Sexuality and Family Planning

Teenage pregnancy is a big issue in many countries.  The Youth Team wants to pay attention to the services provided for teenage parents, like family planning clinics and personalised health and psychological assistance. The attention should be paid also to helping young couples to raise the children and work at the same time and to better integrate themselves.

The Youth Team wants also to concentrate on sexual education given to the young people. The focus should be on general information and advising to prohibit HIV and other sexually transmitted diseases. Taboos should be opened up and discussed in public. The young people should know about the methods of birth control and there should be free preventions available for young people regardless 


of age or economic situation.
Migration

Cultures cross in Europe and these days more and more young people get the opportunities to travel and to live in different countries. Unfortunately racism and bad conditions for integration to the local culture face many young people in many countries. The Youth Team wants to fight against racism and promote cultural diversity as a richness. As previously, concrete actions (e.g. campaigns, exchanges) are needed also in this area to strengthen the message. It would be good to get the public services along working on antiracism workshops and campaigns. Naturally also wider local and regional policies on integration, co-operation and solidarity are needed to back up the work of the Youth Team and other bodies with these issues.  

Other Issues

The Youth Team wants to improve the regional role in the definition of the European Social Model. Especially good youth participation mechanisms are needed to strengthen the voice of the young people and also the disadvantaged groups.

Referring to the UN Convention of the Rights of the Child the Youth Team wants to make sure that the necessary attention is being paid to the mental health of young people, related to the value each individual represents.

Committee B deals also with the services of general interest (SGI) and is trying to figure out how to ensure sustainable, quality health and social services that are available to all. Related to that, the Youth Team suggests sharing best practises to view the variety in how youth related social services may be distributed.

Committee B has made no resolutions for the Youth Team.

COMMITTEE C (Youth Members: Graham Duncan & Armel Sukovic)

Tourism

As mentioned earlier, Europe’s cultural diversity is a richness that should be fostered. To promote youth tourism and exchanges, cheaper and more co-


ordinated public transport across Europe is needed. When travelling the young people get better knowledge of Europe and other Europeans, their neighbours. The Youth Team would like to facilitate the youth travelling across Europe and work by getting the prices of the tickets down to the level young people can afford. For that it is necessary to make a more specific initiative. Interrail is a good example of youth friendly travelling in Europe, the Youth Team wants to create more of that kind of opportunities.

Environment

Environment and renewable energies is one of the topics under Committee C. As renewable energy is regarded very important for a sustainable development in the future, it is important to pay it a greater attention also among young people. The Youth Team wants to find possibilities to finance actions related to this field and implemented on local, regional and European levels. When concrete actions have been decided, it is valuable to work together with such organisations as Scouts or other environmentally focused organisations in order to get wide competence and achieve better results.

Again, sharing best practises is a good tool to make improvements in this field as well as any youth related ecological programmes that the Youth Team needs to indicate and promote to young people across Europe. The focus should be on sustainability e.g. green cantinas and short travel food.

There is also a group of young farmers that are rarely talked about. The Youth Team wants to work on finding out what kind of support there is available for this group.
Transport

The Youth Team is mainly concerned about the high rates of the public transport tickets for young people. The possibilities of getting a student or youth reductions vary from region to region but young people in general feel that the prices are still too high. The Youth Team wants to take forward the initiative called the Youth Pass. This pass would be distributed to the young people (age and other conditions to be specified) and would allow free or reduced travel with regional/county financed public transport. This would facilitate the usage of public transport among young people and stimulate youth tourism within the AER. The details of the Youth Pass are yet to be decided. 


Transport also consists of private cars and in many countries (e.g. Norway, Finland) getting a driving license is very expensive. The Youth Team finds it important to concentrate also on this issue.

Resolutions from Committee C

Committee C proposes many best practise events where young people across Europe can exchange their experiences and share good advice. Best practise about youth participation in regional planning refers to e.g. regional development and the UN Convention of the rights of the Child. Best practise in training innovation and entrepreneurship takes account of all educational levels and brings up issues like the regional growth and stimulating SMEs. Third best practise proposal from Committee C is about youth related ecological programmes which are not yet very known among young people. The focus could be on sustainability e.g. green cantinas and short travel food.

The AER Youth Pass is a concrete proposal for a pass allowing free travelling with regional or county financed public transport. 

Committee C is also concerned about the information given to the young people about the AER as well as any other youth related and important issues. The Committee proposes creating a web-site at the address www.a-e-r.org/youth (or other) for youth information and communication. Also designing an AER hand-out booklet about the AER and the Youth Team explaining what is AER and what does it do for young people across Europe is under consideration. 

COMMITTEE D (Youth members: Elisenda Anton Carbonell & Anton    

                            Kuzmin)  

Culture

Discussion about the cultural diversity and especially regarding it as a richness and an opportunity is one of the key objects of the Youth Team. Fighting against racism and raising the young people’s awareness of other cultures are important, and concrete actions like panels, workshops, exchanges etc. are needed to promote these important matters.

Good tools are also the exchange programmes such as YOUTH in order to achieve knowledge and greater understanding. Developing the AER web site to allow discussion and reading the Youth Team news is also a brilliant forum for the information exchange and promoting important cultural (and other) matters.

Young people should also be given an opportunity to publish their works (e.g. books, poems), make exhibitions and show their skills e.g. in music or dance. For example a project on youth performances would be a considerable action.

Media is one of the tools to get to know young artists, products and other new initiatives for young people. Newspapers, local/regional (why not also national) broadcasts and internet are great channels to emerge the interest of young people towards the relevant youth issues and to get the work of the Youth Team known so that the young people would know that their welfare is being looked after also on the European level.

Education

The topic of education is a common issue for young people all over the Europe regardless of the age or country. The Youth Team would like to see more attention being paid to the concept of citizenship and integrate it to the education but also vice versa trying to get the citizens to participate in defining education. Active citizenship is a key word and encouraging young people to active participation is a challenge for the Youth Team and for the whole sector of education. 

Other matters which the Youth Team finds important is the education provided for the young immigrants. That means that there should be more appropriate resources for the educational integration of immigrants. More focus should also be given on possibilities for cross-border youth exchanges in the field of education as 

well as on overall education provided for young immigrants on regional and national levels. However, supporting the immigrants does not limit only to education but it also consists of other actions which help young people from other countries to adopt to their new living environment and the society. More help and advises for the young immigrants from the very beginning is necessary for giving them better understanding of the new culture and society habits of the country they have moved to. Also seminars etc. bringing together young people from different countries as well as the natives can help breaking the ice. One thing which is of a high importance is also promoting the regional an minority languages (e.g. sami). The use of minority language should be possible and young people belonging to these minorities should be encouraged to keep their language heritage.

Competition among high schools and universities is also something that can give opportunities for advanced young people in different areas. Different tournaments and competitions are fun and motivate young people to practise things they can do best. Competitions do not always have to be physical but also debates or quizzes are a lot of fun for the young people and can motivate them to study. 

European Youth Pact

The Youth Ministers of the EU Member States have adopted conclusions calling for the establishment of a European Youth Pact. This initiative means a more unified 


and coherent approach to youth issues. Related to that the Youth Team wants to work in general to arise young people’s knowledge on this kind of pacts and portals and on the other hand make them more understandable for young people.

A concrete improvement the Youth Team is going to fight for is getting rid of the complicated language used in the documents directed to the young people. Putting things in simple sentences the meaning doesn’t change but more young people get the idea. Especially information going straight to young people should be provided in understandable and youth friendly language! And more information should be given to the young people directly, not through many teachers and local authorities because then you cannot be sure whether the information is still the same and it is impossible to control the enthusiasm the things are presented with.

The Lisbon Strategy is a fairly strange concept for most of the young people. The strategy aims at making Europe the most competitive and dynamic knowledge-based economy in the world. More information to the young people about the meaning of the strategy needs to be given. Besides the Lisbon Strategy there are many other concepts that young people don’t find interesting enough to find more about. The challenge of the Youth Team is to make these important concepts interesting and highlight the meaning of them for the young people arising through that the knowledge of the youth on these matters.

Youth Exchanges
The Youth Team finds this topic extremely important! Promoting and facilitating youth exchanges is one of the key objects of the Youth Team in 2006. Young people know far too little about the possibilities available for them, that is why more information about the opportunities concerning exchanges is needed! It is also important to take care of the accessibility of these exchanges and programmes for young people. The information doesn’t always have to be written, it can be given via seminars, workshops, conferences and other meetings.

Youth Summer School 2006

The Youth Team is going to be one of the organisers of the next year’s Youth Summer School. Close co-operation between the Youth Team and the organising committee is essential. From previous years there has also been a wish for a greater interaction between the Youth Summer School and the Main Summer School. This is something the Youth Team would be happy to promote. It is important when talking about the youth issues that the young people can see the interest of the adult towards youth issues and the proposals coming from the youth.


Other Issues

The AER competition of the most youth friendly region is not known in all regions. It is important to get also the young people interested and involved in the competition. Perhaps the awards could also be more attractive to young people, not just the reward given to the local authorities.

The evergreen issue on the lack of youth participation e.g. when working with the Youth Pact is worth paying a great attention to. The Youth Team wants to concentrate on arising the knowledge of the young people but still making it quality and not quantity based. Young people don’t have to be involved in every action organised for young people but the Youth Team has to find few important ones and concentrate on promoting them.

As the AER Youth Team is first of its kind it is important to make the work of the team visible in order to make the voice of the youth heard better. Also the strategy on keeping in touch with the local and regional youth councils and parliaments in different European countries is to be defined. Now that the concept of the Youth Team is new, it should be presented to the youth organisations across Europe in order to get wider views more ideas. 

Resolutions from Committee D

Committee D dealing with education, culture and youth issues suggests sharing of

best practises in tackling youth unemployment, particularly among disadvantaged 

groups. The Committee would also like to pay attention to the role of arts and

culture in all aspects of education including investigation of the Lisbon declaration 

and the Youth Pact.

Media has a great impact on today’s young people. Committee D wants to investigate the impact of advertising and media “liberalisation” on young people. Results will be followed by appropriate actions.

Regarding education, Committee D is concerned about the effects of current and proposed European policies on the quality of education available to young people.


MAIN PRIORITIES OF THE YOUTH TEAM

Since there are many important things in the Youth Team Work Programme 2006, it is impossible to make concrete actions in all fields and matters. That is why the Youth Team has chosen eight priority issues – two regarding each committee – and wants to concentrate on developing and realising actions concerning these issues during the year 2006.

Issues given priority by the AER Youth Team 23rd of November 2005
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