	[image: image1.jpg]





- 3 -

	

	Kind of document
	REPORT 2006                                                                             NO. 1

	Arena
	Assembly of European Regions (AER)

	Kind of meeting
	AER Youth Team

	Place - time
	3rd meeting of the Youth Team was held in Umeå (S), Wednesday 3rd May 2006 (1000-1715)

	Agenda
	A revised version of the agenda was distributed during the meeting (Appendix 1) (Red numbers below is referring to the point of the agenda)

	List of participants
	Appendix 2 (Wo we were glad to welcome a total of 24 participants).

(2)Apologies from Anna Kajava, Anne Gammon, Graham Duncan, Roel Augusteijn, Eszter Balázsy, Kaj Nørholm, Alfred Kager, Maria Hetzer.

Geir Knutson was attending with his officer, Åshild Opøyen.

	Objectives and aims of the Youth Team
	Generally to make visible and strengthen the focus on Youth in the AER organisation and in the member regions of the AER.

	A short description of the Assembly of European Regions

(AER)
	Created in 1985, the AER is the political organisation of the regions of Europe and their speaker at European and international level.  Its mission: To defend the interests of the regions in the political process and to develop interregional cooperation.  Currently (2006), AER has more than 250 member regions from 30 countries, and 13 interregional organisations.  The headquarters are in Strasbourg (F) and Brussels (B).  AER is devided into 4 committees (A,B,C,D)  The Youth Team is placed under the Committee D (Culture, Youth, Education)

	Summary
	(3)The revised agenda was approved and followed.

(6)The YT members reported on their work of implementing the YT Work Programme 2006 (WP).  The most important activity, was to report back to the YT regions about the work of the AER YT and the WP 2006.  In Norway there were taken steps to implement issues of the WP 2006 (Focus on youth and mental health on European and local/school level (Comm. B issue – agreed upon as a very important issue to follow up, and that European meta-analysis as well as local youth experiences are needed in this work), cross regional travel cards for young people (Comm. C issue) and access for young people/Youth Councils to the County Councils (Comm. A issue)).  Example of another good practice:  Nordland County runs an electronic youth health project called Klara Klok. 

The reporting exposed a need of making the role of the YT more clear.  The young members should not have the sole responsibility of implementing the WP issues.  They should be there to remind the officers and politicians of their responsibility to have the youth issues implemented and the youth perspective elaborated in all topics of the AER and the member regions.  Production of good practices is agreed upon as a way of working.  Support from the AER Secretariat is needed, and a good website – in function - would be one (of more) prerequisite(s) in this respect.  A network of regional officers to follow up the young members of the elected YT is now established.  A travel fund for the young YT members is necessary.  

(Reporter’s remark:  The AER Bureau recommends the proposal on “Mainstreaming Youth Perspectives into the AER” ..”including any budgetary provision required” (please, see Agenda Ref: B.XIV.4 AER Bureau Meeting, Bern Switzerland, 29th October 2004).

(7.1)”Youth: The Future of Europe – how to change the communication and cooperation with young people from a top-down to bottom-up approach?”

The EC Communication Cabinet of Margot Walstrøm was not able to come.  Instead the AER Youth Team is kindly invited to the Walstøm cabinet in Brussels.

(7.2)Discussion on the resolution/invitation of Comm. B on cooperation on two main topics: AER website on the Youth Team and an European conference.  These issues are to be more elaborated before taken forward in the YT. 

(7.3)Karin Engdahl (new YT member from Comm. B) informed about a Comm. B invitation on a project of “Prevention of Alcohol-Related Harm”.

(8)“Reorganising AER – how will the proposal affect the project of “Mainstreaming Youth in the AER” and the work of the AER Youth Team?”

Klaus Klipp gave an introduction, underlining that the committees B and C had approved the Task Force’s proposal unanimously. It was a broad and long discussion on the topic.  Klaus Klipp ensured that the Sub Committee Youth will continue as it is today, i.e. connecting to the programmes/projects/responsibilities of “Competition of the most Youth Friendly Region”, “Mainstreaming Youth in the AER/Youth Team”, “Eurodyssey” and “AER Youth Summer Schools”.  A new Comm. D secretary, Martin Mühleck, is now appointed.  Saxon Spence remarked that the proposal said nothing about developing democracy, gender equality, youth and work.  The word “child” is not mentioned at all!  She underlined that the mainstreaming of youth should be an integrated part of all the work of the AER.  Svein Kr. Waale remarked that the names of the new committees should make it easy to identify the work of the committees.  The structure of the Sub Committee Youth should be continued.

(9)Presentation of the AER Youth Summer Schools 2006 in Baia Mare (by Stephane Cools, member of the Organising COmmittee).  For details, please see the AER homepage.
(10)Presentation of the “Eurodyssey” – an excellent possibility for young people to get training and work experiences abroad. Presentation available at the AER homepage (Eurodyssey Forum 2006) (Stephane Cools).

(12)Information on the project of “Youth and Media” – we missed the speaker.

(13)YT positive to co-operate with other European Youth organisations.

The discussion now turned into a debate about the relationship between the Youth Team Work Programme and the new concept of “European Youth Ambassadors”.  The Youth Team underlined the necessity of sticking to the Work Programme 2006, and link the notion of “Youth: The Future of Europe” to the issues given priority in the AER’s own Youth Team Work Programme, and the need for AER funding of the Youth Team work.

	Approvals of the Youth Team
	(4)The minutes of the YT meeting in Strasbourg 23rd November was approved 

(5)The Annual Report of the Sub Committee Youth 2005 – was taken for information

(7.1)A date in October (before the AER General Assembly) for a meeting with the EC Walstøm Cabinet should be found as soon as possible (responsibility of the YT Coordinator).

(7.3)Accept of the Comm. B invitation on Preventing alcohol related harm.  Prevention of Alcohol and Drug related harm is an issue of the YT WP 2006.  Close cooperation with Comm. B is a constructive way of implementing this issue.

(11)Next AER Youth Team meeting will be in Baia Mare, Sunday 27th August 4pm to 6pm.  (The officers of the young YT members are wanted as participants).

NB  The YT members and their regions should decide if they will stand the next season or not and inform the AER Youth Team Coordinator - as soon as possible.

	Reporting:

Umeå, 3rd May 2006
	Eva Almhjell, International Adviser, Vestfold County Council/AER Youth Team Coordinator.

	Links
	www.a-e-r.org;  www.vfk.no; www.btvregion.no/internasjonalt 


APPENDIX  1

Meeting of Sub-Committees and Plenary of Committee D

Umeå (Västerbotten/S)

4th & 5th May 2006

Draft Agenda

Youth Team meeting , 3rd May 2006

10:00
1.
Welcome

2. Apologies

3. Approval of draft agenda

4. Approval of the minutes of last meeting in Strasbourg

5. Annual Report of the AER Sub Committee Youth 2005 for information

6. Reporting on implementing the Youth Team Work Programme 2006  (NB! To be prepared and presented from each of the YT members)

7. Youth:  The Future of Europe – how to change the communication and cooperation with young people from a top-down to a bottom-up approach?  (Speaker missing)

7.1. Margot Walstrøm’s Cabinet invites Youth Team to visit in Brussels – decide when (autumn)

 7.2.Youth Resolution of Committee B to be discussed: 

· website

· conference.

7.3.Invitation from Committee B to attend the programme of prevention of Alcohol 

      related harm   (letter from secretary of committee B, Rania)

12:00
      LUNSJ   ( by AER Secretary General Klaus Klipp)

13:00  (Meeting to be continued)

        8. "Reorganising AER - how will that affect the  "Mainstreamin Youth in the AER" 

                 prosject and other AER youth projects.  

     Speaker:  Klaus Klipp.  Commenting: Saxon Spence
                * Discussion (the role of the AER Youth Team, the place YT will have in the  

                   new structure and how about support from the secretariat?) 

                  (please see:  Youth Team  Work Programme 2006, p. 2 and “Election Routines of the 

       Youth Team”, approved at the Committee D meeting in San Pietro al Natisone, 

      13th May 2005 and at the Bureau meeting in St. Pölten, 9th June 2005).

        9.  Information about the 2006 Youth Summer School  - by Stephane Cools 

10. Eurodysse – about possibilities to work in European regions

by Stephan Cools, AER Eurodysse programme

11. Date and place of the next AER Youth Team meeting:  

            Suggestion:  Baia Mare (YSS) at Sunday 27th August 4pm – 6 pm 

            (attendents:  YT members and the officers in charge for the young ones)

12. Any other businesses

a. Youth and Media – Proposal for a Seminar to be held in 2008 submitted by the Sub-Committee Media and Film  (Speaker missing)
b. Cooperation with other Youth organisations in Europe?   (European Youth Forum,  etc)

16:00
End of the AER Youth Team meeting

APPENDIX   2

AER Youth Team meeting, Umeå, 3rd May 2006

List of participants

	NO.
	NAME
	REGION/COUNTRY
	FUNCTION

	1
	Marianne Bjerkeli
	Vestfold/N
	President of Vestfold Youth County Council, AER Youth Team Member

	2
	Ann-Helen Moen
	Nordland/N
	Vice President, Nordland Youth County Council

	3
	Martin Bjøru
	Nordland/N
	Member of Nordland Youth County Council

	4
	Anton Kuzmin
	Olomuch/CZ
	AER Youth Team Member

	5
	Christina Gavrila
	Tulcea/RO
	Councillor Tulcea County Council

	6
	Lucica Costache
	Tulcea/RO
	Foreign Relation Officer

	7
	Klaus Klipp
	AER 
	Secretary General

	8
	Eva Mattsson Ehlgu
	Västra Götaland/S
	Co-ordinator

	9
	Lisa Belfrage
	Västra Götaland/S
	International officer

	10
	Karin Engdahl
	Västra Götaland/S
	County Councillor, member of AER Youth Team

	11
	Tore Mellberg
	Örebro län/S
	Democracy Team

	12
	Jerk Sørenson
	Örebro län/S
	Youth Democracy Örebro

	13
	Michel Delsaux
	Wallonie/B
	Foreign Affairs Civil Servant,

Eurodyssey Programme

	14
	Stephane S. Cools
	Wallonie/B
	Member AER Youth Team, Member AER Organising Committee for the Summer Schools, Eurodyssey Programme 

	15
	Åshild Opöyen
	Nordland/N
	

	16
	Pandora Ellis
	West Sussex/UK
	Member of the AER Youth Team,

Youth Cabinet Co-ordinator

	17
	Saxon Spence
	Devon/UK
	County Councillor

	18
	Aida Cvjetkovic
	Dubrovnik-Neretva/CR
	Chief of the Prefect’s Office

	19
	Svein Kr. Waale
	Vestfold/N
	Deputy Chairman Vestfold County Council, President of AER Sub Committee Youth, member of AER Youth Team

	20
	Armel Sukovic
	Herzegovina-Neretva/BiH
	Member of the AER Youth Team

	21
	Ares Montardit
	Catalonia/ES
	General Secretariat for Youth, AER Youth Team member

	22
	Elisenda Anton Carbonell
	Catalonia/ES
	AER Youth Team member

	23
	Gerard Segu
	Catalonia/ES
	General Secretariat of Youth, AER Youth Team member

	24
	Eva Almhjell
	Vestfold/N
	International Adviser, AER Youth Team Co-ordinator
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