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AER Youth Summer School 2006 

Elections to the AER Youth Team 2006-2008

The project of “Mainstreaming Youth in the AER” was adopted by the General Assembly in Vienna in 2004.  During 2005 the AER Youth Team was established, and a Work Programme for 2006 was adopted (this was extended to 2007 in Umeå on 3rd May 2006). The Youth Team consists of 20 persons:  8 politicians, two from each of the Committees, and 7 young people (should have been 8), nominated by their regions, and elected by the AER Youth Summer School in 2005.  The Youth Team also includes the AER Sub-committee for Youth. 

The aim of the Youth Team is to make young peoples interests visible, to involve them in politics at all levels, and to include a youth perspective in all the work of the AER, as well as in the member regions of the AER. For more details, please see:

http://www.btvregion.no/internasjonalt/handlingsplan/ungdom (click on “Mainstreaming Youth in the AER” and “AER Youth Team Work Programme”, as well as the  “Annual Report of the Sub Committee Youth for 2005”.  

At the AER Bureau meeting in Sarajevo 16th June 2006, it was agreed that youth and equality would be mainstreamed throughout the work of the AER. 
The Youth Team members are elected for a period of two years. To ensure both continuity and renewal over time, half of the members elected in 2005 will be replaced.  In reality this means that three of the members will continue (two in the NORTH group, and one in the EAST group).  New eligible candidates should be found in the WEST group (two), EAST group (one) and SOUTH group (two).  All participants of the Youth Summer School will participate in the voting process (expected number of participants: 60). For more details, please see appendix 1 (Election Routines), appendix 2 (Youth Team’s role and function) and appendix 3 (Main Priorities of the Youth Team).  

The young people taking part in the Youth Team will be representing their region and geographical group. They must therefore be nominated by an AER member region. The participation of the youth representatives in AER meetings should be funded by their region. In addition to covering the cost of the young person’s participation in the 2006 Youth Summer School, the region would need to undertake to fund the young person’s participation in the 2007 and 2008 Summer Schools and the AER General Assemblies in 2006, 2007 and 2008.

The young Youth Team members decided in 2005 to divide their responsibilities between the four AER committees, two of them being represented in each committee.  The AER committees have invited the relevant Youth Team members to their meetings twice a year. This seems to be a very good way of learning, both for the adult committee members and the young people.  The nominating regions are therefore asked to consider financially supporting their youth team representatives to participate in the relevant committee meetings (although in some exceptional cases this has been financed by the Presidents of the Committees and other members).  

The Youth Team also decided to continue as a team, and they appointed a coordinator for the work.  For each Youth Team meeting, a chair is appointed among the young members of the Youth Team.  

In order for Youth Summer School participants to be considered for election to the Youth Team, they must therefore first gain the permission of their regions.  Candidates should be between 18 and 24 years old, at the time of the 2006 Youth Summer School.

Youth Summer School participants who are interested in standing for election, and who have gained the permission of their region to do so, are asked to complete the declaration of intent overleaf.  The eligible young person should not stand as a private person, but as far as possible represent a broader group of young people in their region (e.g. county councils etc). 

Declaration of Intent to Stand as an eligible Youth Candidate

At the 2006 Youth Summer School, elections will be held for 5 seats on the Youth Team:  

WEST group 
2  

EAST group 
1  

SOUTH group 
2  

The declaration below must be signed by both the young representative/candidate and a representative of the regional authority sponsoring them.

Details of the eligible young representative/candidate

	Name of eligible candidate


	

	Address of eligible candidate
	

	Tel. no. of eligible candidate
	

	Fax no. of eligible candidate
	

	E-mail of eligible candidate
	

	Date of Birth of eligible candidate

(Candidates should be born between 03.09.1981 and  27.08. 1988)
	


Details of Nominating Region

	Name of Region
	

	Contact person in the region (Name, function)
	

	Tel. no. of contact person
	

	Fax no. of contact person
	

	E-mail of contact person
	


Declaration of the eligible young representative

I agree to stand for nomination/election to the AER Youth Team 2006-2008

Signed (participant) _________________________________
Date ___________________

Declaration of Region

The region undertakes to fund the participation of this person (if elected) in the AER General Assembly 2006, 2007 and 2008, as well as the Youth Summer School 2007 and 2008.

Signed (representative of region) ______________________________
Date ________________

Please send the completed form, by 15 August 2006, by fax, e-mail or post to: Doris Materne, Assistant, Culture, Education Training and Youth, Assembly of European Regions, 6, rue Oberlin, 67000 Strasbourg, France

Fax: 0033 3 69201319; E-Mail:d.materne@a-e-r.org

Appendix 1

Youth Team Election Procedures

Delegates to the Youth Team (young persons and adults) have a mandate of two years.  In order to ensure continuity, half of the youth delegates will be subject to election each year.  As an exception, during the first year of operation of the Youth Team, four of the young people had a mandate of only one year.

Youth Candidates should:

· be aged between 18-24 years 

· want to be eligible themselves

· come from a member region of the AER

· represent formalised groups of Youth in their region (Youth Councils, Youth NGOs, Political Youth Party) - private persons are not eligible

· be appointed by formalised groups of Youth

· be appointed to be eligible by their home region

· be given economic, professional and political support for the work in the Youth Team by their home region

In principle, the participants of the Youth Summer School elect the 8 representatives to the Youth team, representing four geographical zones (see below for details of the 2006 elections). The four geographical groups are as follows:  

· North - Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Finland, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania

· West - Ireland, United Kingdom, Germany, Belgium, Netherlands, France, Austria, Switzerland

· East - Poland, Czech Republic, Slovakia, Hungary, Romania, Russia, Ukraine, Moldova

· South - Portugal, Spain, Italy, Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia, Montenegro, Greece, Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Bulgaria, Turkey, Georgia, Albania

Following the recommendations made in the AER Manifesto of Catalonia, 2002, on Equal opportunities for men and women, gender equality is ensured within the Youth Team, with 8 girls and 8 boys being nominated.  

The gender and geographical balance is achieved by using a list system. A maximum of 16 candidates stand for election. These are divided into 4 lists which have a maximum of 4 candidates each. 

The elections take place during the Youth Summer School and all Youth Summer School participants are eligible to vote for all candidates. The nominations and a brief presentation of each of the nominees are presented to the participants of the YSS. The election is conducted by secret ballot and an electoral commission is responsible for counting the votes.

NB: At the 2006 Youth Summer School, elections will only be held for 5 seats on the Youth Team:  

WEST group 
2   

EAST group 
1  

SOUTH group 
2  

In all other respects, the election routines described above apply.

	Excerpt from “Election routines for the AER Youth Team

Elections to be organised at the Youth Summer School

The participants of the Youth Summer School shall elect the 8 representatives to the Youth team  from among 16 candidates. The 8 lists of candidates (one per geographic zone and gender group) will be established among the eligible young persons according to the following requirements:

· gender equality – 8 girls and 8 boys (ref. AER programme  “Equal opportunities for men and women”, Manifesto of Catalonia 2002) combined with

· balanced geographic distribution:

4 candidates from the North (DK, N, S, FIN, EST, LV, LT)

4 candidates from the West (IRL, GB, D, B, NL, F, A, CH)

4 candidates from the East (PL, CZ, SK, H, RO, RUS, BY, UA, MD)

4 candidates from the South (P, E, I, HR, BIH, YU, GR, MK, BG, TR, GE, AZ, AL)

· The nominations and a brief presentation of each of the nominees should be presented to the participants of the YSS within the deadline for registration.

· secret vote

· electoral commission responsible for counting the votes




Appendix 2

AER Youth Team 2005

The AER project “Mainstreaming Youth in the AER” was approved at the General Assembly 2004 in Vienna.  The project aims to make young people visible, and to strengthen their interests in the AER as an organisation and in the AER member regions.  The project is a trial of two years (2005-2007).  Professional evaluation of the experience is foreseen in the model, as this would be a prerequisite if we were to erect a travel fund for the young Youth Team members, and to consider having an officer dedicated to this project at the General Secretariat. 

The AER Youth Team is looked upon as a tool to realise the goals of the project.  Established in 2005, the AER Youth Team consists of about 20 people. The committees’ adult delegates were appointed during the spring meetings 2005.  The young representatives (7 from across Europe) were elected at the AER Youth Summer School in Mostar, Bosnia and Herzegovina on the 1st of September 2005.  

AER Youth Team: Members 2005 - 2006

	Armel Sukovic (BiH) 
Elisenda Anton Carbonell (E)

Marianne Bjerkeli (N) 

Anne Gammon (UK)

Anna  Kajava (FI) 

Graham Duncan (UK) 

Anton Kuzmin (CZ)


	Comm:

C

D

B

B

A

C

D
	Committee A:

Aida Cvjetkovic (HR)

Lisa Belfrage (SE)

(new, elected 17 May 2006)

	
	
	Committee B:

Roel Augusteijn (NL)

Karin Engdahl(S) 

(new, elected 28 March 2006)

	
	
	Committee C:

Geir Knutson (N)

Eszter Balázsy (HU)

	
	
	Committee D:

Pandora Ellis (UK)

Kaj Nørholm (DK)

	AER Committee D/Sub Committee Youth:
Svein Kr. Waale, president (N) – Eva Almhjell (N)

Saxon Spence (UK)

Gerard Segu (ES) – Ares Montardit (ES)

Alfred Kager (AU) - Maria Hetzer (AU)

Stephan Cools – Eurodyssé


The main aim of the Youth Team is mainstreaming youth within the AER and, through this, involving young people in decision-making at the European level. The Youth Team finds it essential to have young people deciding about the issues concerning them and having an impact on their lives throughout Europe.

The Youth Team functions as a link between local, regional and national youth councils/parliaments and the AER. Proposals, ideas and comments made by young people across Europe will be taken forward and brought up at the Youth Team meetings taking place twice a year. The Youth Team finds it extremely important to co-operate with the politicians and other authorities. The initiatives should, however, come from the young people themselves and be supported by the adults and not the other way around. 

Each member of the Youth Team is engaged in one of the AER Committees (see table). Representatives from each committee will be present at the Youth Team meetings to listen to the youth members and take their greetings back to their own committee meetings. The Work Programme of the Youth Team is related to the work of the Committees and during the year 2006 the Youth Team would like to pay specific attention to the following youth issues, as well as to undertake the following actions (please, see the AER Youth Team Work Programme 2006).  

The Youth Team was invited to all the committee plenary session in spring 2006.  Although this is not forseen in the model of ”Mainstreaming Youth in the AER”, this is a very positive way of developing a good dialogue in the AER.

Appendix 3

MAIN PRIORITIES OF THE YOUTH TEAM 2006

Since there are many important things in the Youth Team Work Programme 2006, it is impossible to undertake concrete actions in all fields and matters. That is why the Youth Team has chosen eight priority issues – two regarding each committee – and wants to concentrate on developing and realising actions concerning these issues during the year 2006.

Issues given priority by the AER Youth Team, at their meeting on 23rd of November 2005 

	Comm.
	Top priorities 2006
	Following up Responsibility
	Status by November 2006

	A, B, C, D
	1. Implementing EU’s plan D for debate, dialogue and democracy, 
	Everyone 
	A Youth Officer involved at the AER Secretariat and young people seen as European Ambassadors 

	
	2.  Papers etc. with an understand-able language for young people  
	
	

	A
	1. Access to arenas of political decision making
	AER Youth Team, political institutions on European, regional and local levels
	

	B
	1. Making youth services accessible to all people of all locations and all ages.
	
	

	C
	1. Access to transport and youth services: Youth Påss. 
	
	

	D
	1. Access to volunteering and citizenship opportunities.
	
	

	Other issues
	1. Planning the Youth Summer Schools
	Youth Team members in close cooperation with the Org. Comm. of the AER Summer Schools
	6.12.2005: Org.Co. approved to give the YT the right to meet and speak in the Org. Committee

	
	2. Planning a spring meeting
	April 2006
	

	
	3 Help to prepare the 2006 GA

Youth Section
	
	

	
	4. Youth Team as a part of the jury of Most Youth Friendly European Region
	
	

	
	5. Communication strategies within the Youth Team - Youth Web Site  
	
	

	
	6. External evaluation of the trial of “Mainstreaming Youth in the AER” 
	Together with the GA secretariat
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