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The New Challenge for Democracy:
regions engaging citizens in a changing Europe

Strasbourg, 18th November 2003

Is European democracy failing its citizens?
What role can the regions play in increasing civic participation?

To address these questions, the Assembly of European Regions (AER) will hold its 6th General Meeting
the 27th-28th November 2003 in Poznan (Wielkopolska Region-Poland).

500 high-level regional politicians and civil servants from “Greater Europe” are expected in Poznan to
join in this 2-day open debate, at the invitation of Mr Stefan Mikolajczak, Marshal of the Wielkopolska
Region, and Mrs Liese Prokop, President of the AER.
The following figure among the main speakers:

• Mr. Leszek Miller, Prime Minister RP
• Mr. Jozef Oleksy, Former Prime Minister RP and member of the Polish Parliament
• Mr. Marek M. Siwiec, Secretary of State in the Chancellery of the President of the Republic

of Poland
• Mr. Robert Collignon, President of the Walloon Parliament (Belgium)
• Mr. Jeremy Rifkin, President of the Foundation on Economic Trends

Within the theme “Regions engaging people in a changing Europe – the importance of decentralization
for citizen participation”, participants will analyse the impact on the regions of globalisation and the
current advancements in the European construction, and then undertake common political commitments,
which will guarantee an equilibrated development and the construction of a democratic Europe close to
the citizens.

The future of Services of General Interest, the modernisation of public life, the involvement of new
models of citizen inclusion in the political sphere, as well as the reinforcement of interregional
cooperation, particularly with the neighbour regions of the new EU, will also be debated.

Also during this event, the AER will honour the Regions Winners 2003 “The Most Youth Friendly
Region Award”, which will be given to the British County of Lancashire and “The Most
Environmentally Friendly Region Award”, which will acknowledge the Comunitat Valenciana (Spain).

There will be opportunities to meet with the press on Thursday, 27 November (13.30 –14.00) and on
Friday, 28 November (10.00 – 11.00 and 15.45 – 16.00) at Miedzynarodowe Targi Poznanskie (MTP) -
Poznan International Fair (PIF) – Press room 415 - Pavilion 23, ul. Glogowska 14, PL-60-734 Poznan –
Wielkopolska – Poland. Please confirm your presence to the contacts mentioned below.

The agenda of the meeting and other information is available online at http://www.a-e-r.org.

AER Contacts:
Klaus Klipp, Secretary General, Tel: +33 3 88 22 74 40, E-mail k.klipp@a-e-r.org
Barbara Skoczylas Thauront, Press & Communications Officer or Francine Huhardeaux, Assistant, Tel: +33 3 88 22 74 46/49, Mobile: +33 6
30 55 21 49, E-mail b.thauront@a-e-r.org, f.huhardeaux@a-e-r.org, Fax: +33 3 88 75 67 19
Wielkopolska Region Contact:
Krystyna Czajka, Rzecznik Prasowy Marszalka Województwa Wielkopolskiego, Tel: +48 61 852 26 29, Tel/Fax: +48 61 854 12 19, Mobile:
+48 609 686 987, E-mail rzecznik@wielkopolska.mw.gov.pl


