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Press Information - European Notebook - For immediate release

Dr. Riccardo Illy, President of Friuli-Venezia Giulia, elected

President of the Assembly of European Regions

The Assembly of European Regions unanimously elected Dr. Riccardo Illy, President of Friuli-Venezia Giulia (Italy), as its new President for a two years mandate, during its General Meeting in Vienna, on 25th November 2004. "I am very proud to hand over to Dr. Riccardo Illy as the President of the AER, the organisation committed to promoting regional democracy throughout Europe for almost 20 years now. His region, Friuli-Venezia Giulia, has an exceptional experience of regionalism which gives the Regions of Europe the assurance of further progress in this field at European and international levels" said Liese Prokop, Vice-Minister President of Niederösterreich (A), the AER outgoing President. "The history of Friuli-Venezia Giulia, its status as autonomous and border region, as well as its geographical situation between Central and Southern Europe, are real assets for the development of dialogue between the European Regions and the strengthening of interregional cooperation at the borders of the new EU" she added.

Riccardo Illy, 49, Doctor Honoris Causa in Political Science of the University of Trieste and Vice-President of Illycaffè Company, started his lightning political career as Mayor of Trieste (1993-2001). In 2001, he was elected to the National Parliament of Italy as an independent candidate, a mandate he abandoned in June 2003 when he won the regional elections and became the President of the Region of Friuli-Venezia Giulia. He was directly elected as an independent candidate and leads a centre-left coalition government.

The Region of Friuli-Venezia Giulia has a status of autonomy since 1963. The region has legislative powers, among others in the fields of transport, environment, health, social affairs, industry, research and innovation. The government actively supports the strengthening of the process of European integration and of the role of the regions in the new EU. It is always involved in the current EU enlargement, with specific emphasis on developing a true political European Union. One of its main strategies is the development of the region as a link between Southern and Central Europe and in this regard the region is promoting the ambitious project of the creation of a Euroregion, consisting of Friuli-Venezia Giulia, Veneto, Kärtnen (Austria), the some future Slovenian regions and the two Croatian counties (Istria and Primorje-Gorski Kotar).

Additional results of the AER elections 2004

Adrien Zeller, President of the Regional Council of Alsace (France) and Ivan Jakovcic, President of the Region of Istria (Croatia) were re-elected as AER Vice-Presidents. Brian Greenslade, Leader of Devon County Council (United Kingdom) was elected Vice-President Treasurer. Peter Straub who serves as well as President of the Committee of the Regions (CoR) and President of the Landtag of Baden-Württemberg (Germany) and Stig-Erik Westmark, President of the International Commission for Västmanland (Sweden) were re-elected as Presidents for the Institutional Affairs Committee and the Social Cohesion, Social Policy and Public Health Committee respectively.

Onno Hoes, Member of the Board of the Provincial Executive of North Brabant (Netherlands) and Mag. Johanna Mikl-Leitner, Landesrätin of Niederösterreich (Austria) were respectively elected Presidents of the AER Committees on Regional Policy, Spatial planning, Infrastructure, Environment & Tourism and on Culture, Education & Training, Youth, Media & Information technology, Sport.

Jean-Claude Van Cauwenberghe, Minister-President of Wallonie (Belgium) and Marie-Dominique Simonet, Minister for External Relations of Wallonie (Belgium) were re-elected as Presidents of the AER Eurodyssey programme; this interregional exchanges programme allows 500 young Europeans to make an internship in private enterprises in the Eurodyssey partner regions and to gain professional experience abroad.

Michèle Sabban, Vice-President of the Region Ile-de-France (F) was confirmed as President of the Group ‘Equal opportunities’.

The new AER Presidium will be in charge of preparing the Regions of the EU and their citizens for the ratification of the new Constitution for Europe and afterwards for assisting the regions in playing an active role in the implementation process. They will also be responsible for taking initiatives aimed at following goals: to improve the new Cohesion Policy and the management of Structural Funds in the Enlarged Europe, to ensure the future of public services in Europe and particularly to assess the potential impact of the GATS (General Agreement on Trade in Services) on the competences of regions in health, social, education and cultural policy.

Vienna-Strasbourg-Brussels, 25th November 2004

The Assembly of European Regions (AER) is the political organisation of the regions of Europe and their speaker at European and international level. Its mission: to defend the interests of the regions in the political process and to develop interregional cooperation.

250 Regions from 30 countries and 12 interregional organisations are members of the AER.

AER Contact:

Klaus Klipp, Secretary General, Barbara Skoczylas-Thauront or Francine Huhardeaux, Press & Communications Service, Tel. +33 3 88 22 74 46 or 49, E-mail: infopresse@a-e-r.org, Web site: www.a-e-r.org
Information on the new AER Presidium members

· Riccardo Illy, 49, President of the Region of Friuli-Venezia Giulia (I): elected President of the AER

Doctor Honoris Causa in Political Science of the University of Trieste; Vice-President of Illycaffè Company, Riccardo Illy started his political career as Mayor of Trieste (1993-2001). In 2001, he was elected to the National Parliament of Italy as an independent candidate, a mandate he abandoned in June 2003 when he won the regional elections and became the President of the Region of Friuli-Venezia Giulia. He was directly elected as an independent candidate and leads a centre-left coalition government.
· Adrien Zeller, 64, UDF, President of the Regional Council of Alsace (F): re-elected Vice-President

Agricultural scientist and economist, Adrien Zeller began his professional career as the principal administrator  (agricultural and regional policies) for the European Commission (1967-1973). He was elected as Deputy of the Bas-Rhin (1973-1998), before becoming General Councillor (1973-1988), Mayor of Saverne (1977-2001), European EPP Deputy (1989-1992), and being nominated as State Secretary in the Social affairs and Employment Ministry (1986-1998). He has chaired the Regional Council of Alsace since 1996. Adrien Zeller has other political responsibilities such as President of the French Decentralisation Institute and Member of the National Conference of Spatial Planning (CNADT) and the Association of the Regions of France (ARF). Alsace is the host region of the AER, whose headquarters are in Strasbourg, and has actively supported the organisation since its creation in 1985.

· Ivan Jakovcic, 47, IDS/DDI, President of the Region of Istria (HR): re-elected Vice-President

Graduate in international commerce, Ivan Jakovcic has been President of the Regional Democratic Party of Istria (IDS/DDI) since 1991. Elected as Deputy in 1992, he was a member of the Foreign Affairs Commission of the Croatian Government (1992-1995), and then Minister for European Integration (2000-2001). Elected President of the Regional Assembly of Istria in 1993, he was re-elected in 1997 and in 2001. He has been active in the AER since 1994 and was Vice-President of the Institutional Affairs Committee between 1997 and 1999.

· Brian Greenslade, 55, Liberal Democrats, Leader of Devon (UK): elected as Vice-President Treasurer
Independent consultant for companies, Brian Greenslade has been a member of Devon County Council since 1985 and Leader of the Council since 1998. He is also Vice-President of Exeter & Devon Airport Ltd and non-executive Director of North Devon Healthcare Trustress. He was President of the AER Regional Policy Committee between 2000 and 2004.

· Peter Straub, 65, CDU, President of the Committee of the Regions as well as of the Landtag of Baden-Württemberg (D): re-elected President of the Institutional Affairs Committee

Graduate in law and a practicing lawyer, Peter Straub has been a member of the CDU since 1968. He was successively elected as member of the municipal Council of Waldshut-Tiengen (1968-1989), of the Waldshut District Bureau (since 1969) and on the Waldshut District Council (1984-1999). He ha been a Member of the Landtag of Baden-Württemberg since 1984 and was elected President in 1996. Peter Straub is currently also President of the Committee of the Regions of the European Union.

· Stig-Erik Westmark, 60, President of the Institutional Commission for Västmanland (S): re-elected President of the Social cohesion, Social policy and Public Health Committee
An engineer by training, Stig-Erik Westmark was elected to the County Council of Västmanland in 1977 and has proved particularly committed to the development of health policies at local, regional and international level. Member of the County Council Executive Committee since 1989, he was elected Commissioner of Health in 1992. He is also involved in the dossiers on public transport and regional development. He was elected President of the Institutional Affairs Commission of Västmanland in 2002.

· Onno HOES, 43, Member of the Board of the Provincial Executive of North Brabant (NL): elected President of the AER Committee on Regional Policy, Spatial planning, Infrastructure, Environment & Tourism
Member of the Liberal Party (VVD, People’s Party for Freedom and Democracy), he started his political career in 1992 as Member of VVD Group in North Brabant Provincial Council. Since 2000, he has been a Member of the VVD Party Council. Member of the Board of Provincial Executive of North Brabant since 2001, Onno Hoes was successively responsible for Economic Development, International Affairs, Tourism and recreation, Utility companies, Coordination of Metropolitan Policy, BrabantStad, Internationalisation/Europe, Energy, Communication. He has also been Chairman of the Cross-border Region(Benelux Midden Gebied).

· Mag. Johanna Mikl-Leitner, 40, Landesrätin (minister) of Niederösterriech (A): elected President of the AER Committee on Culture, Education & Training, Youth, Media & Information technology, Sport.
After her studies in Business Education, she started her political career rather late. After her activities at the Austrian Federation of Industry and an editing company, she started to work in 1995 for the Peoples Party (ÖVP) of Niederösterreich. Being elected as the ÖVP`s regional executive manager between 1998 and 2003, she continued her political career as member the Austrian National Parliament for two years and President of the "Wachau-Forum" since 1998. In April 2004, Mag. Johanna Mikl-Leitner was named regional minister (Landesrätin) of Niederösterreich for EU enlargement and generations.

[image: image2.jpg]. | |
x* * Assemblée des Régions d’Europe
: 4 Assembly of European Regions
ik Versammlung der Regionen Europas
Asamblea de las Regiones de Europa
* ke Assemblea delle Regioni d’Europa




	[image: image3.jpg]






[image: image4.png]WWW.a-e-r.org





