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Press Release
Structured dialogue with the EU Commission
AER welcomes EU Neighbourhood Policy but criticises Commission's aviation policies

Brussels, 10th May 2004

Speaking at the first structured dialogue of the European Associations of regional and local authorities with Romano Prodi today, Ivan Jakovcic, AER Vice President and President of Istria (HR), welcomed the European Commission’s commitment to the European Neighbourhood Policy. In particular he highlighted the aim in the Commission’s 2004 work programme to promote improved cross-border and regional/trans-national co-operation at the EU’s external borders.

Jakovcic stated: "The AER wishes to underline the important contribution that the Regions can play in this regard; they can offer to the Commission their wealth of experience in managing and implementing programmes for territorial co-operation and thereby assist in the development of new programmes and policies that can promote regional development at the Union’s external borders". 

At the same time, Jakovcic was critical of the Commission's initiative towards regional airports. "Regional airports and low fare airlines are of great importance for our citizens. The case of Charleroi has shown that there is an urgent need for non-discrimination and equal opportunity in airport-airline negotiations. Strict guidelines on how to manage regional airports would be damaging to the sector. The EU must take into consideration the varied situations of regional airports when drafting guidelines, because regional airports are of great importance, notably for the isolated or disadvantaged regions that are highly dependable on this kind of infrastructure to boost their economic development” he highlighted.

In the meantime, the AER has created an alliance with regional airports and their regional authorities and with representatives of European low fare airlines, to prevent the EU from imposing inflexible guidelines in the field of regional aviation.
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