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Press Release

The EU needs a new vision

“After the internal market, the Euro, enlargement and the Constitutional Treaty, the EU lacks a clear vision for its future" said Riccardo Illy, President of the Assembly of European Regions (AER) and President of Friuli Venezia Giulia-I, meeting today with José Manuel Barroso, European Commission President. " The new vision for the EU should therefore be to bring Europe closer to its citizens by deepening cooperation between European regions. Many European regions today encounter opposition from national governments when trying to co-operate with their counterparts in other countries, as in most cases this is considered a question of national external relations policy. Regional cooperation should therefore become a matter of EU internal affairs policy, so as to enable the regions to build regional partnerships and to manage on their own cross-border, interregional and transnational cooperation, with respect for the principle of subsidiarity” he added.

Commission President Barroso and AER President Riccardo Illy also exchanged views on the liberalisation of the services market. They agreed that further liberlisation is needed in network services such as electricity, gas and railway transport, where monopolies should be abolished. However, health and social services of general interest should never be a part of this process.

Brussels, 3rd March 2005

The Assembly of European Regions (AER) is the political organisation of the regions of Europe and their speaker at European and international level. Its mission: to defend the interests of the regions in the political process and to develop interregional cooperation. 250 Regions from 30 countries and 12 interregional organisations are members of the AER. 
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