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Press release

Interregional cooperation for the Preservation of Cultural Heritage

Veszprém, 21st September - During the Plenary Session of the Assembly of European Region’s (AER) Committee on Culture, Education, Youth & Media, the AER member regions discussed and decided on a wide variety of issues, including new concepts for media and education, the latest legislative developments in the field of culture and education, the new EU budget 2007-2013 as well as the projects in the framework of the European Youth Ambassador Scheme.

In addition, the AER officially launched its Cultural Heritage Network in Veszprém. “While the cultural heritage as such is already an irreplaceable treasure for each region, it also creates jobs and contributes to the economic development of a region”, stated Minister Johanna Mikl-Leitner (Lower Austria), President of Committee D.

Based on a questionnaire that was sent out in August to the regions, the Cultural Heritage Working Group received a number of answers from member regions that require support in order to develop the cultural, tourist and economic potential of their cultural heritage. The regions of Västerbotten (S) and Zapadna Hercegovina (BIH) used the opportunity to present their individual projects to the Committee members and to outline for what kind of know-how they are looking for.

The first follow-up initiative will be an international congress on “Cultural Heritage and New Technologies”, which will take place in Vienna on 18-19 October 2006. Especially with the help of the AER’s new partnership pools, the AER Secretariat will actively support this network by identifying project partners.

Useful Links:

Committee D Plenary:

http://www.a-e-r.org/en/events/culture-education-youth-committee/2006/com-d-veszprem.html
Vienna Congress:

http://www.a-e-r.org/events/culture-education-youth-committee/2006/cult-heritage-vienna.html
AER Partnership Pools: (the abovementioned projects will be posted there shortly)

http://www.a-e-r.org/home-en/direct-from-the-regions/partnership-pools/partnership-pool-browser.html?no_cache=1
The Assembly of European Regions (AER) is the political organisation of regions in Europe and their spokesperson at European and international level. Its vocation is to defend the regions' interests in the political process and develop interregional cooperation. AER brings together 255 Regions from 30 European Countries and 14 interregional organisations. (www.a-e-r.org)

AER Contacts:

Martin Mühleck, Committee D Policy Co-ordinator for "Culture, Education & Training, Youth" - m.muehleck@a-e-r.org, and Doris Materne, Committee D Assistant - d.materne@a-e-r.org - Tel.: +33 (0)3 88 22 74 47/43 - Fax: +33 (0)3 69 20 13 19



	



