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Strasbourg, 14th February 2007 

Press Release

REGIONS OF EUROPE FOR THE CONSTITUTION!

AER DELIVERS AN APPEAL TO ITALIAN PRESIDENT 

GIORGIO NAPOLITANO

Klaus Klipp, Secretary General of the Assembly of European Regions, delivered this morning a letter on behalf of AER President Riccardo Illy (President of Friuli Venezia Giulia, Italy) to the President of the Republic of Italy Giorgio Napolitano, who’s in Strasbourg for a solemn visit to the European Parliament.

In the document the more than 250 regions represented by AER issue an appeal to the Italian President for a rapid ratification of the European Constitution: “the EU Constitutional Treaty has got numerous elements which we consider vital for the future of the regional dimension in Europe”, writes Riccardo Illy in the letter.

Mr. Illy, on behalf of the AER regions, invites the Italian president to go on advocating for the ratification of the Treaty with the EU partners, and asks him to support the proposal of inserting an explicit reference to regional and local self-government in the next “Berlin Declaration”, to be signed in March by EU leaders.

The AER Presidum is due to meet on the 22nd February in Berlin, to further discuss proposals and initiatives on the Treaty ratification. The aim is also to boost those Constitutional provisions which make an explicit reference to regional powers.

The Assembly of European Regions-AER (www.a-e-r.org) is the political organisation of Regions in Europe and their spokesperson at European and international level. Its vocation is to defend the Regions' interests In the political process and develop interregional cooperation. AER brings together 250 Regions from 32 European Countries and 14 interregional organisations. 

AER Contacts: Sergio Nava, Spokesperson, s.nava@a-e-r.org (Mobile: 0033 678 695235), Francine Huhardeaux, Press Officer, f.huhardeaux@a-e-r.org - Tel.: +33-3-88 22 74 36/49.
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