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Press Release

Europe: So close yet so far? AER launches 2008 Communicating Europe Award

Brussels (B) – 23rd May 2008

More than 80 representatives of around 50 regions from across Europe gathered yesterday and today for the Assembly of European Regions’ (AER) “Europe: So close yet so far?” conference.

Hosted by the Hessen (D) regional representation in Brussels, the conference showcased regional best practices in communicating Europe to citizens. A discussion panel also explored the question of whether regional media is a bridge or blockade in communicating Europe. The keynote speaker was Commissioner for Regional Policy Danuta Hübner.

The conference concluded with workshops on three topics: engaging regional media on European issues, educating children and young people about Europe, and how Europe Direct can help communicate the Lisbon Treaty.

These three topics are also the categories for this year’s AER Communicating Europe Award, which was launched at the conference yesterday. The Award is open to all AER member regions in the wider Europe, and the winners will be announced at AER’s General Assembly in Tampere, Finland in November.

Further information about AER’s Communicating Europe Award at: 

http://www.aer.eu/events/institutional-affairs-committee/2007/communication-award.html 

Photo 1

Panelists from the Brussels media scene debate the question of whether regional press is a bridge or a blockade in communicating Europe.

Photo 2

Commissioner for Regional Policy Danuta Hübner delivers keynote speech.

The Assembly of European Regions (AER) is the largest independent network of regions in wider Europe. Bringing together more than 260 regions from 33 countries and 13 interregional organisations, AER is the political voice of its members and a forum for interregional co-operation.

AER Contacts: 

Richard Medic, Spokesperson / Director of Press and Communications, r.medic@aer.eu -Tel (mob) +33 678 695 235

Francine Huhardeaux, Press and Communications Officer, f.huhardeaux@aer.eu - Tel. +33 3 88 22 74 49

6 rue Oberlin - F-67000 STRASBOURG

Tel: +33 (0)3 88 22 07 07 - Fax: +33 (0)3 88 75 67 19

E-mail: secretariat@aer.eu - Website: www.aer.eu
PAGE  
2
	[image: image2.jpg]. | |
x* * Assemblée des Régions d’Europe
: 4 Assembly of European Regions
ik Versammlung der Regionen Europas
Asamblea de las Regiones de Europa
* ke Assemblea delle Regioni d’Europa



 




www.a-e-r.org

