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Press Release

Taking the lead on demographic change, 

AER takes a new approach to old challenges

Umeå (S) – 2nd June 2008

What can European regions do to boost fertility rates? What should they be doing for elderly care? How can regions support active healthy ageing? And how can regional policy and budgeting address the challenges posed by demographic change?

These were just some of the questions addressed today at an Assembly of European Regions’ (AER) seminar, hosted in Umeå by the Västerbotten region of Sweden. Around 50 politicians, officers and experts from over 20 European regions and organisations attended the seminar.

Rather than simply focusing on well-worn statistics and broad demographic challenges, AER’s member regions tackled these issues from a fresh perspective by exploring the ideas and experiences of individual regions. Moderated by two Swedish representatives of AER’s Youth Ambassador program, the seminar demonstrated the kind of dynamic approach needed to put this often-neglected issue firmly on the political map.

Rasmus Molund, AER Youth Ambassador (Jämtland, Sweden)

“We are focusing too much on the risks and not on the opportunities offered by demographic change.”

Ourania Georgoutsakou, AER Senior Policy Co-ordinator for 'Health and Social Affairs'

“Today’s seminar is really about action, it’s about asking politicians, ‘what are you concretely going to do to respond to these challenges? When are you going to stop talking about the fact that we are all growing older and start to allocate budgets for these issues?’

Dr. Claudia Hübner, Minister for Demographic Change, Baden-Württemberg (D)

“People must be sensitized to the importance of demographic change - exchanging ideas and experiences at the local level and then communicating that information to the public is essential.”

For more detailed information on how AER’s regions are tackling the challenges of demographic change, go to www.aer.eu/main-issues/demographic-changes.html or contact:

Ourania Georgoutsakou, Senior Policy Co-ordinator Committee 2, g.ourania@aer.eu - Tel: +33 3 88 22 74 33

Richard Medic, Spokesperson / Director of Press and Communications, r.medic@aer.eu -Tel (mob) +33 678 695 235

Francine Huhardeaux, Press and Communications Officer, f.huhardeaux@aer.eu - Tel. +33 3 88 22 74 49

The Assembly of European Regions (AER) is the largest independent network of regions in wider Europe. Bringing together more than 260 regions from 33 countries and 13 interregional organisations, AER is the political voice of its members and a forum for interregional co-operation.
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