JOINT DECLARATION 
By the President of the Assembly of the Regions of Europe (ARE),

Mrs Michèle Sabban, and the Executive Chairman and General Secretary of the Offices
Jeunesse Internationaux du Québec (International Youth Offices of Quebec - LOJIQ),
Mr Alfred Pilon, on the will to encourage collaboration between the ARE and the LOJIQ
and to facilitate the implementation of international mobility projects for young people
from the ARE regions of Europe and young people from Quebec

After their working meetings on 4 May 2009 in Montreal and 5 May in Quebec, the President of the Assembly of Regions of Europe (ARE), Mrs Michèle Sabban, and the Executive Chairman and General Secretary of the Offices Jeunesse Internationaux du Québec, Mr Alfred Pilon, affirmed their will to establish direct and formal relations between the ARE and the LOJIQ with a view to drawing up agreements to encourage reciprocal expertise and joint participation in youth programmes, among them the Eurodyssée programme, the youth summer university and activities encouraging sustainable development and active citizenship by young people;

The Assembly of the Regions of Europe (ARE) comprises more than 270 regions from 33 countries and 13 inter-regional organisations. Its mission is to promote the principle of subsidiarity and regional democracy, to increase the political influence of the regions with the European institutions, to support the regions in the process of European enlargement and globalisation and to encourage inter-regional cooperation throughout Europe and beyond.
The ARE has developed and implemented programmes for young people. The first such programme, Eurodyssée, was launched in 1985 and aims to improve young Europeans' opportunities on the employment market by offering them the possibility of acquiring work experience in another country. The ARE also organises a summer university for young people.
The Offices Jeunesse Internationaux du Québec (LOJIQ) groups three offices under a central management, namely the Office Québec-Amériques pour la jeunesse (Quebec-Americas Youth Office - OQAJ), the Office Franco-Québécois pour la Jeunesse (Franco-Quebec Youth Office - OFQJ) and the Office Québec Wallonie-Bruxelles pour la Jeunesse (Quebec Wallonia Brussels Youth Office - OQWBJ). The LOJIQ constitutes the one-stop shop for international mobility for young people, set up by the Government of Quebec and confirmed by the Youth Action Strategy presented by the Prime Minister of Quebec and by the international policy implemented by Quebec's Ministry for International Relations. The LOJIQ's mission is to promote the accessibility of international mobility for all young people from all regions of Quebec and to encourage reciprocity by hosting young people from other countries.
The President of the ARE took note of the commitment of the Government of Quebec to legislate with a view to establishing a fourth office, the Office Québec-Monde pour la Jeunesse (Quebec-World Youth Office) which will be charged with adopting formal agreements in all countries and regions of the world, under the terms of the law, notably in the regions of Europe that are not currently covered by the OFQJ's programmes (in France) and those of the OQWBJ (in the French Community of Belgium).

The ARE President, Mrs Michèle Sabban, and the LOJIQ Executive Chairman and General Secretary, Mr Alfred Pilon, agree that, once the Government of Quebec has adopted the law establishing the Office Québec-Monde pour la Jeunesse (OQMJ), they will mandate their respective teams to implement a formal process of rapprochement between the ARE and its Eurodyssée programme directed by Mr Rui Bettencourt, General Secretary, and the Offices constituting the LOJIQ. They agree to take the appropriate measures to facilitate the international mobility of young people between the ARE's European member regions and Quebec. 
Signed in Quebec on 6 May 2009
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