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Press Release

AER-UNDP conference: European regions and African territories commit to strengthening co-operation on climate change

Limoges, Limousin (F), 31 March 2009. 

Decentralising and strengthening co-operation between the European regions and African territories can play a vital role in tackling climate change, a conference organised by the Assembly of European Regions (AER) and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) heard today.

Hosted in Limoges by the AER member region Limousin (F), the two-day conference brought European regional politicians together with their regional and state-level counterparts from Burkina Faso, Senegal, Morocco and Cameroon, along with civil society representatives, experts and academics from across Europe and Africa.

The Limoges Declaration (see link below), adopted at the conference today, recognises the “profound consequences on human health and economic activities” of global warming, and calls on all levels of government, NGOs, the private sector, social movements and international bodies to take a more “holistic approach” to climate change in the form of decentralised and strengthened co-operation.

The declaration further calls on the European regions to support sustainable development initiatives in Africa’s territories, especially in the promotion of energy efficiency, alternative fuel sources and the use of clean technologies. A number of European regions are already supporting such initiatives with growing success, as the partnership between the Limousin region and (the Republic of) Burkina Faso has demonstrated.

The Limoges Declaration, along with the full programme and information about the conference: http://www.aer.eu/en/events/regional-development/2009/limousin.html
More information about AER’s work on climate change:

http://www.aer.eu/en/main-issues/environment.html
Quotes about the conference:

Michèle Sabban, AER president

I am especially pleased that our colleagues from Burkina Faso, Senegal, Morocco and Cameroon are taking part in this conference. AER’s member regions stand ready to share with African territories their knowledge, experience and good practice in climate change policy, and I am convinced that such decentralised, ground-up co-operation between our two continents can bring a huge contribution to the global fight against climate change. 

Cécile Molinier, director, UNDP office in Geneva

Regional authorities play a crucial role in the implementation of climate change adaptation measures in areas such as agriculture, infrastructure planning, training and water resource management. And, due to their close outreach at local levels and to civic society, the regions can encourage public consensus by raising citizen awareness and integrating the poorest populations in climate change and related policies.

Jean-Paul Denanot, president, Limousin Regional Council

I want to underline the importance of diversity in a global issue such as climate change; the diversity of traditions, of approaches, of climates and territorial priorities, of developments and even of languages. This diversity makes our world richer; it also means that the public policy measures against climate change and commitment of global, European, national and regional authorities should be in synergy.
Blaise Compaore, president, Burkina Faso

My participation in this conference shows the personal interest I have in addressing environmental challenges. In my country, the emerging concept of eco-citizenship and environmental education has really raised awareness within the population, especially among young people. 

Luc Bas, head of government relations, Europe, The Climate Group
It is impressive to see so many regions acting in the fight against climate change in Europe and especially to see them connect directly with their counterparts in developing countries. This shows that the claim for recognition as an important partner in the text of the Copenhagen agreement is a very rightful one.

Theodora Avgoulidou, advisor to the secretary-general, region of Central Macedonia (GR)

Success stories that have brought together regions from Europe to tackling major challenges can be transferred to third countries too. Co-ordinated action in water management, including the use of efficient and low-cost technologies as practiced at regional level in South-Eastern Europe through, for example, the Balkan Environment Centre, can provide a floor for integrated aquatic resources management globally.

The Assembly of European Regions (AER) is the largest independent network of regions in wider Europe. Bringing together more than 270 regions from 33 countries and 16 interregional organisations, AER is the political voice of its members and a forum for interregional co-operation.

Committee 1 contacts:

Christina Diegelmann, Senior Policy Coordinator, c.diegelmann@aer.eu - Tel:  +33 3 88 22 74 38

Céline Dawans, Policy Coordinator, c.dawans@aer.eu Tel.: +32 2 421 83 89 - Fax: +32 2 421 83 69

Justyna Podralska, Policy Coordinator, j.podralska@aer.eu Tel./ Fax: +33 3 88 22 74 37

Press contacts: 

Richard Medic, Spokesperson / Director of Press and Communications, r.medic@aer.eu  -

Tel (mob) +33 678 695 235

Francine Huhardeaux, Press and Communications Officer, f.huhardeaux@aer.eu  - Tel./ Fax:  +33 3 88 22 74 49
6 rue Oberlin – F- 67 000 STRASBOURG

Tel / Fax: +33 (0)3 88 22 74 49

E-mail : secretariat@aer.eu - Website : www.aer.eu 


