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Press release

Subsidiarity is a word.

AER demands recognition of word by Microsoft and dictionaries across Europe
Brussels (B)- 19th May 2008

The Assembly of European Regions (AER) launched today the “Subsidiarity is a word” movement to demand inclusion of the word in every dictionary of every language worldwide.

A first round of open letters were sent today to 71 dictionaries – covering 23 European languages – that had in previous editions failed to include the word. AER has also written to Microsoft to demand removal of the “red squiggly line” that appears when the word is typed in some language versions of MS Word.

Although the definition of “subsidiarity” may differ slightly between dictionaries and languages, the word in its political context can be defined generically as “the principle that decisions should be taken as closely as possible to the citizen”.

This principle is a pillar of AER’s vision of a “Europe of the regions”, a Europe that respects the idea of bottom-up governance and empowers regional authorities to take decisions based upon the unique needs of their citizens. According to a recent EU-wide survey, 8 out of 10 citizens share that vision (Flash Eurobarometer No.234 Feb 2008).

--

Michèle Sabban, Acting President of AER:

“Our Subsidiarity is a word movement is based upon the simple logic that respect for the principle of subsidiarity starts with recognition of the word. Today’s launch is just a first step – in the true spirit of the principle of subsidiarity, we are encouraging grass-roots action by our member regions and other partners across the world, firstly to secure full recognition of the word, and then to ensure that the EU and national governments respect the principle not only on paper, but in practice.”

Excerpt from open letter sent to dictionaries and Microsoft, signed by AER Secretary-General Klaus Klipp (full version in 20 languages at www.aer.eu):

“The principle of subsidiarity has been a pillar of social, theological and political thought for centuries, and is these days referred to in legal statutes, national constitutions and international treaties. The European Union’s proposed Treaty of Lisbon, for example, mentions the word “subsidiarity” no less than 30 times.

“We are therefore puzzled that the word, despite its frequent use in European politics and law in particular, has been excluded from numerous dictionaries in languages across Europe and the world.

“We are especially concerned by the fact that the European Union, its member states and other nations are expected to respect a principle based upon a word so many dictionaries – and therefore citizens – do not even recognise.
--

Note to media:

The open letter sent today to dictionaries and Microsoft, the Subsidiarity is a word postcard (distributed today by AER staff in Brussels and Strasbourg) and a comprehensive media package about the movement are available at: http://www.aer.eu/events/press-communications/2008/subsidiarity-campaign.html 

AER spokesman Richard Medic, aka “Subsidiarity Man”, was this morning arrested while being interviewed in front of the Berlaymont building, on the suspicion that he was planning to hang a 60-sq-metre “Subsidiarity is a word” banner (alongside the Residence Palace). “Subsidiarity man arrested for a word!” will be featured today on Youtube: www.youtube.com 
A Subsidiarity is a word group was today launched on Facebook. To join the group, go to: www.facebook.com
For further information about the Subsidiarity is a word movement, please contact:

Richard Medic (en, bos, hrv, srp), Spokesperson / Director of Press and Communications, r.medic@aer.eu - Tel (mob) +33 678 695 235
Francine Huhardeaux (fr, en, de), Press & Communications Officer, f.huhardeaux@aer.eu - Tel. +33 3 88 22 74 49
The “Subsidiarity is a word” movement is brought to you by the Assembly of European Regions (AER), the largest independent network of regions in wider Europe. Bringing together over 260 regions from 33 countries and 13 interregional organisations, AER is the political voice of its members and a forum for interregional co-operation
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