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AER QUARTERLY REPORT (APRIL- JUNE 2006)

FOREWORD BY THE SECRETARY GENERAL

Welcome to the second edition of the AER quarterly report. As the title implies, this report on
the AER@® activities will be published four times per year, with the aim of keeping members
and stakeholders informed about the AER® recent activities. We hope to showcase our
achievements, to interest members in our activities and inform other stakeholders about
possibilities for engaging with our organisation on issues of common interest.

Upon reading this report, you will see that these have been an important three months for us.
In addition to important meetings and the results of our work, the Bureau unanimously agreed
on the restructuring of the AER Committees. This decision will go to the General Assembly on
9 and 10 November in Palma (see Gnternal affairsQ. The decision on the new structure is ths
result of more than a year of work. We all - AER members, governing bodies and Secretariat-
have come together to a solution that is pragmatic and fits the future challenges of the
regions. | cannot emphasize enough the well-spirited mood shown by everybody enjoyed in
bringing this difficult topic together. Looking at other European discussions of today, our
restructuring has certainly set an example.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any remarks on the contents of the report, or
if you would like further information about any of the initiatives outlined.

Best wishes,

-

Klaus Klipp
Secretary General
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INSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE (A)

FIRST AER CITizENSO BRUM HELD IN DEBRECEN, HUNGARY

On 17" May, the AER organised its first Citizens Forum, during which the citizens of Hajdce
Bihar, Hungary, had the opportunity to discuss their views on Europe with representatives of
the European Institutions, including Kinga Kolltr, from the European Commission
Representation in Hungary, Roy Perry, former Member of the European Parliament, and
Istvin SZrt-Radics, Member of the Committee of the Regions. The Citizens Forum, organised
together with the spring plenary session of the Institutional Affairs Committee, demonstrated
that, while citizens believe that the EU offers them many opportunities, they do not feel that
they have access to sufficient clear information about how to properly take advantage of these
possibilities. The CitizensOForum demonstrated the important role that regions can play in
bringing the European institutions together with the citizens and explaining European policies
in the context of local issues. Further details of the CitizensOForum are available on:
http://www.a-e-r.org/events/institutional-affairs-committee.html

Two PILOT PROJECTS UNDERWAY FOR AER PEER REVIEW INITIATIVE

Participants in the AER Peer Review Initiative (APRI) met in Vienna on 5" and 6" April to
undertake the preparatory work on the 2 of the 3 pilot projects being organised within the
initiative. This project, which will take place in Dubrovnik-Neretva (HR), Odessa (UKR) and
Alba (RO), will enable multinational teams of economic development experts to undertake
mentoring visits to the pilot regions and provide advice on the improvement of their economic
development projects. During the preparatory meeting, the review teams for Dubrovnik-
Neretva and for Alba had the opportunity to learn about the economic profile of their host
regions and to prepare their reviews, both of which will take place from 4"-8" September
2006. The AER is still urgently seeking regions prepared to participate in the peer review in
Odessa. Any interested regions should contact Joanna Benfield, Director, AER Brussels
Office, on j.benfield@a-e-r.org

STRUCTURED DIALOGUE WITH MARGOT WALLSTR...M

On 15™ June 2006, Lars-Gerhard Westberg, Chair of the Future of Europe working group
(VSstra-Gstaland BSE) represented the AER at a meeting with Vice-President of the European
Commission, Margot WallstrSm. Mr Westberg used this opportunity to present the AER®
positions on the Commission® ®lan DOand its Communications Strategy. Mr Westberg
emphasised the key role that the regions can play in reconnecting Europe with the citizens,
and stressed the need for the Commission to make available additional financial resources,
information and training to this end. This was a continuation of the discussions held between
President llly and Commissioner WallstrSm held in March. The AER has also submitted a
position paper on the Commission® Communications Strategy within the framework of the
CommissionOs online consultation process.

MEETING WITH MEDITERRANEAN REGIONS

Within the context of the Regional Partnerships working group, a meeting was held in Brussels
on 13" June with the representations of regions bordering the Mediterranean, in order to
explore how the AER could better respond to the specific needs of this geographical area. In
particular, participants explored how regions in Spain, Italy and France could work together
successfully with their counterparts in the countries of the Maghreb. Participants expressed
great interest in the initiative. As a result, the AER will invite the Permanent Representations
of countries south of the Mediterranean basin to a meeting at which they can explore
possibilities for concrete co-operation.
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UPDATE OF THE REGIONALISM REPORT

The working group updating the Regionalism Report met in Hampshire (UK) on 22 June. The
working group is analysing the state of regionalism across the whole of Europe, using the AER
Regionalism Report as a benchmark. Data has now been collated and analysed for all 46
countries in the Council of Europe. The final report will be made available at the Committee A
plenary session in Trieste on 29" September.

SoCIAL COHESION, SOCIAL AFFAIRS & PuBLIC HEALTH COMMITTEE (B)

E-HEALTH: INNOVATIVE POLICIES AND TOOLS FOR IMPROVING THE ORGANISATION AND DELIVERY
OF HEALTHCARE SERVICES IN THE REGIONS

On 9-10 June 2006 in Pite@& the AER co-organised, with the County Council of Norrbotten (S)
a conference entitled (E-health: around the clock care for everyone, everywhereO This
conference illustrated the potential of e-health technologies to deliver quality and efficient
health care services, by minimising distance and time between the various actors in the health
chain. Encouraging the development of innovative technologies for the health sector can also
contribute to a region® overall economic growth, by attracting companies and creating
employment. The outcomes of this event, including presentations, are available on the AER
website :
(http://lwww.a-e-r.org/events/health-social-affairs-committee/2006/e-health-seminar.html).

A new working group will be created within the Committee to further develop regional e-health
policies and to bring together the expertise of the AER member regions in this field. The AER
also dedicated its 2006 spring edition of thematic dossier to this theme. The full publication is
available on the AER website (http://www.a-e-r.org/publications/aer-are-vre-dossier.html). The
AER would like to thank Norrbotten County Council for their warm hospitality and the excellent
organisation of this event.

SOCIAL SERVICES OF GENERAL INTEREST: THE EUROPEAN COMMUNICATION IS PUBLISHED;
HEALTH SERVICES WILL BE DEALT WITH SEPARATELY

The long-awaited European Commission Communication on Social Services of General
Interest (SGI) was published on 26 April 2006. This Communication was expected to clarify
the extent to which social services provided in the public interest are subject to the European
internal market rules (namely competition and state aid rules), but unfortunately it does not
provide sufficient legal clarity for both regions and service providers. Health services were also
expected to be dealt with in this policy document, but will in fact be dealt with separately. The
AER will continue to communicate its membersfbxpertise in these fields, so as to ensure that
regions maintain the competence to decide how best to organise, finance and deliver these
services. Further information is available on the AER website http://www.a-e-r.org/top-priority-
issues/services-of-general-interest-directive-services.html.

UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY TO EVALUATE THE HEALTH IMPLICATIONS OF OUR LABELLING STANDARDS:
RULES ON LABELLING ARE EVALUATED

The European Commission has launched an evaluation of the European rules on labelling of
products from a health perspective. This consultation presented a rare opportunity for the
regions to raise their concerns regarding, among other issues, the health implications of the
current and proposed rules for the labelling of Genetically Modified (GM) and organic
products, and to put forward their proposals for the labelling of alcohol beverages. The AER
will further contribute to this process following the conference that is being organised in Kriti
(GR) on 15-16 September 2006, at the kind invitation of MEP Stavros ARNAOUTAKIS, which
will evaluate the potential of labels for guaranteeing quality regional products as a tool for
regional economic development.
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Further information on this event is available on the AER website (http://www.a-e-
r.org/events/regional-policies-committee/2006/crete.html).

PREVENTION OF ALCOHOL RELATED HARM: PROJECT APPLICATION IS SUBMITTED; PREPARATION
OF AN AER WORKSHOP AT THE APN HELSINKI CONFERENCE

The project @mplementing Co-ordinated Alcohol Policy in Europe B Building Capacity® to
which AER is an associate partner, submitted an application for EU co-financing under the
European Public Health Programme. Under this project framework, the AER will create a
regional network to carry out peer reviews of regional policies for the prevention of alcohol-
related harm and their implementation. An initial response from the European Commission is
expected in September 2006. Further information is available on the AER website
http://www.a-e-r.org/main-issues/health-social-affairs.html.

The AER will organise a workshop on the occasion of the Helsinki Conference of the Alcohol
Prevention Network (20-21 November 2006). This conference will centre around the themes of
preventing drunk driving, protecting third parties and young people, raising awareness and
collecting evidence about the harm of alcohol. All regions with know-how in these areas
interested in contributing to the AER workshop are kindly requested to contact the Committee
Secretariat.

MORE INFORMATION ON UPCOMING EVENTS

Conference on quality regional labels as a tool for economic development 15-16 September
2006 in Kriti (GR)

Organised jointly with the AER Regional PoliciesOCommittee, this conference will examine
the potential of labels indicating quality regional products to contribute to a region®
sustainable economic development. A market of quality regional products will also be
organised on this occasion.

European Social Inclusion Forum, 16-17 October 2006 in Tampere (FIN)

Organised jointly by the European Commission and the Finish EU Presidency (second half of
2006), this Forum will focus on how social services can best serve the political objective of
social inclusion.

\ REGIONAL POLICIES COMMITTEE (C)

LAUNCH OF THE AER ACTION PLAN ON ENERGY

NEW TOOLS AT THE DISPOSAL OF THE REGIONS

After its adoption at the Committee C plenary meeting on 20 April in Valencia (ES), and at the
AER Bureau meeting on 16 June in Sarajevo, progress has been made in the implementation
of the AER strategy and action plan on energy. Three main tools are currently being
developed:

¥ The AER Energy Newsletter: This Newsletter aims at keeping our members up-to-
date on the latest EU news and activities in the field of energy. It also offers Regions a
platform for promoting their own energy events, and includes a list of recent relevant
publications which might be useful to them. The Newsletter will not be published on a
regular basis, but on an ad hoc basis.
It will be sent to our members through the AER weekly and to all members registered
at the AER Energy mailing list. If you wish to receive this Newsletter, you can
subscribe by sending your email address to: st.comc@a-e-r.org.
The two first Newsletters are available online under:
http://www.a-e-r.org/news/2006/2006080701.html
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¥ Energy partnership pool: As you know, the last call for proposals under the
Intelligent-Energy-Programme will end on 31 October. If you want to take the
opportunity to apply for co-funding, this Partnership pool is the right tool for you! It aims
at helping you to find partners for your projects or to find project proposals that your
Region may be interested to join. Our pool will be accessible to all interested
stakeholders and not limited to our members. This guarantees a large dissemination
and publicity to your project, so do not hesitate!
To subscribe to the energy pool and publish your project, please go to:
http://www.a-e-r.org/main-issues/environment-sustainable-energy.html

¥ Online Input form and data-base: The dissemination of best practices from the
Regions in the field of energy is crucial to support the wider use of RES throughout
Europe. The AER is therefore creating an online data-base, whose objective will be to
show to all relevant stakeholders the active commitment of Regions in the field of
energy, and to ease the search for best practices. To gather all the relevant
information from the Regions, an Input Form is currently being developed, with the
help of four pilot Regions (Norrbotten-S, Comunidad Valenciana-E, Niedersachsen-D
and West Sussex-UK). By the end of the summer, Regions will be able to fill in this
form online, thereby publishing their best practices on the AER website. We advice you
to regularly check the AER energy homepage to get more information on the progress
of the data-base project:
http://www.a-e-r.org/main-issues/environment-sustainable-energy.html

APPLICATION FOR CO-FUNDING OF RENEWABLE ENERGY DAYS BY THE COMUNIDAD VALENCIANA
AND THE AER

The AER and the Region of Valencia have applied for co-funding under the IEE programme to
organise a four-day event in June-July 2007. More information on this event is available at the
AER Secretariat: st.comc@a-e-r.org

The feed-back from the EC is expected for September/ October. We will come back to this
project at the AER working group meeting on energy, to be held on 3 October 2006 from 9:00
to 11:00 at the AER office in Strasbourg. For more information on this meeting, please
contact: e.delangle@a-e-r.org

SUCCESSFUL SEMINAR ON INTERREGIONAL EUROPEAN COMPETITIVENESS

On 18-19 May 2006, the AER Committee C successfully organised an Interregional seminar
entitled ®egions as the driving forces of European competitiveness: from theory to practiceQ
in the region of Noord-Brabant (NL). The seminar brought together 200 participants from 45
Regions to discuss strategies, tools and best practices of regional economic development. A
partnership fair allowed regional experts to find partners and make precious contacts. The
AER would like to thank the Regions, which animated a stand during the meeting. The report
on the outcomes of the meeting is available at:
http://www.a-e-r.org/en/events/regional-policies-committee/2006/innovationnb.html

MEETING WITH COMMISSIONER HYBNER ON REGIONAL POLICY IN AN ENLARGED EUROPE

On April 4th 2006, the AER, represented by Secretary General Klaus Klipp and Mr Adrien
Zeller, President of the Regional Council of Alsace and Vice-President of the AER, met
Commissioner Danuta HYbner to exchange views on the future of Regional policies in an
enlarged Europe. At the end of this fruitful meeting, the AER decided to pursue the exchange
by organising a European Dialogue on interregional co-operation. This meeting will take place
on 2 October 2006 in Strasbourg, Alsace (F), in the presence of Commissioner HYbner.

See for more information:
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http://www.a-e-r.org/events/regional-policies-committee/2006/strasbourg.html

OFFICIAL LAUNCH OF AER WEBPORTAL ON SUSTAINABLE QUALITY TOURISM

The AER published a CD-Rom to promote its webportal on sustainable quality tourism, which
was launched in Valencia in April. If you have not received your CD-Rom yet, do not hesitate
to contact the Committee C Secretariat at:

e.delangle@a-e-r.org.

We will come back to the webportal and its future development at the AER working group
meeting on tourism, to be held on 3 October 2006 from 11.15 to 13.15 at the AER office in
Strasbourg. For more information on this meeting, please contact: e.delangle@a-e-r.org

CULTURE, EDUCATION & TRAINING, YOUTH COMMITTEE (D) |

STRUCTURED DIALOGUE WITH COMMISSIONER JAN FIGEL

On 20th June, Erik Sedig, Member of the Board of Regional Development (VSsterbotten/S),
represented the AER at a meeting with Commissioner Jan Figel concerning the contribution of
the European policy of Education and Culture to the success of the Lisbon strategy and the
role of the regions. In his speech, Mr Sedig underlined the need for a multicultural
environment and cultural diversity which induce increased attractiveness of the Regions. By
promoting the potential of the different cultural assets a momentum is created with regard to
economic development. Mr Sedig stressed the fact that direct investment in people through
targeted and modern educational policies is one of the best means in order to involve the
citizen in the European project, especially when assisted by the Regions that provide the
framework conditions. He also took the opportunity to emphasise the need for the regions to
enjoy the necessary freedom to design and implement their own education and culture
policies.

AER Press release

EN: http://www.a-e-r.org/en/presse/2006/2006062602.html
FR: http://lwww.a-e-r.org/fr/presse/2006/2006062602.html
DE: http://www.a-e-r.org/de/presse/2006/2006062602.html
Committee of the Regions' press release: http://www.a-e-
r.org/en/presse/2006/2006062602.html

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE "EUROPEAN CULTURE, THE CULTURE OF THE FUTURE"

On 25 and 26 May, Committee President Johanna MIKL-LEITNER took part in this conference
in Pecs (H) that had been organised under the auspices of the AER and had set out to study
the role of the cultural regions and sub-regions in Europe. In the presence of more than 100
personalities from cultural policy and cultural management from Hungary, Austria, Romania,
the Slovak Republic, the Republic of Serbia, the Federal Republic of Germany and Norway,
she spoke on "Education or Training? B The Lisbon process and the European soulO.

She addressed the long-term erosive effects and the vicious circle that may follow from a
reduced offer of educational subjects for cultural professions and, indirectly, the cultural
heritage. She made a clear statement against the "all economy" approach that would decide
on the teaching of languages, music, arts etc. from the mere point of view of "efficiency" and
"usefulness".

NEW WORKING GROUPS SET UP IN COMMITTEE D

At its meeting in Umeon 4th and 5th May, Committee D has decided to establish several
new working groups concerning
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- investigation of the possibilities for cooperation between universities and business

- investigation of the feasibility of launching a competition for lifelong learning

- creation of an "education passport", in particular for children of migrant communities, in
order to allow for evaluation and comparability of standards in the hope of enhancing
transportability of degrees/diplomas and integration

- cultural heritage from the point of view of financing and know-how

- GATS and services

Furthermore, a survey will be carried on the use of ICT in schools that will inquire into the
forms, technical means and contents. In this context, the County Fyn (DK) presented its long
and well-founded global experience with "CSCL" (computer supported collaborative learning).

Voivodina proposed to host a Committee meeting in Spring 2007 that will dedicate part of its
work to "The role of the media in a multicultural Region". JSmtland introduced a proposal for a
seminar on "Youth, gender, equality and media" to be organised in autumn 2007. In addition,
a conference is planned for 2007 on the relationship between universities and competition.

For further information or members who are interested in taking part in one of the working
groups or initiatives, please contact Committee D Secretariat, Doris Materne (Tel. +33/3/88 22
74 43; E-Mail: d.materne@a-e-r.orq)

GROUP ON EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES BETWEEN MEN AND WOMEN

While the AER Political Declaration on Equal Opportunities (also known as the iruna
Declaration B 20060 was unanimously adopted by the Bureau in Sarajevo on June 16, the
region of Timis (RO) officially invited the AER to hold its VIIith Conference on Equal
Opportunities between men and women in Timisoara in February or June 2007.

The internal reorganization of the AER will lead to closer ties between Equal Opportunities
and the Committee on Social Affairs. This will most probably create a new synergy and added
value to the work of the Group on Equal Opportunities. Therefore, the President of the Group
on Equal Opportunities would like to organize a working meeting either in Timisoara in
September 2006 (together with the Plenary Session of the Committee on Health and Social
Affairs) or in Palma de Mallorca in November 2006 (along with the AER General Assembly).
Members of the Group are currently being asked about their availability.

The AER also welcomed the creation of a European Institute on Equal Opportunities between
Men and Women, that should be operational on January 1%, 2007. The AER already agreed to
try to cooperate as closely as possible with this Institute.

Documents on Equal Opportunities are available on the AER web page, at the following
address: http://www.a-e-r.org/main-issues/equal-opportunities.html

EURODYSSEY

The Eurodyssey Steering Committee met in Lugano on June 1-2, 2006. It worked on the
@Eurodyssey Forum 20060 which will be held in Akershus (Oslo), on September 21-22. In
addition to a presentation of the European Commission on 2006: European year of WorkersO
Mobility, the Forum will allow new and long-standing members to know one another better, to
discuss common problems and exchange best practices.

During the first semester of 2006, some 259 placements were organized, 65% of which
granted to girls. Eurodyssey keeps on collaborating with many companies, ranging from tiny
SMEs to large institutions and big international companies.
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Among the 200 partner companies which hosted Eurodyssey interns these last months,
hairdresser salons and tourism offices stood along with famed institutions such as the
Universidade da Madeira (P) and the OpZra Royal de Wallonie (B), or big names such as
Accor Hotels, Alcatel, C&A and Krafts food.

During the first 3 months of 2006, some 121 placements were organized, 60% of which
granted to girls.

CENTURIO INTERREG |lIC PROGRAMME (www.centurio.a-r.org )

The 4th Centurio Dissemination Conference on C Innovative Public Private Partnerships:
regional success models E was co-organized by the AER and Communidad Valenciana on
19-21 April 2006 in Valencia (E). The conference attracted 45 participants from EU Member
States and third countries and numerous experts held presentations and discussed the
topics of regional economic development, regional marketing and innovation and the future
of interregional cooperation with the participants.

The Centurio Steering Committee had two meetings in this period, on 21 April 2006 in
Valencia and on 14 June 2006 in Brussels. The members of the Steering Committee dealt
with the organization of the 5th and Final Centurio Dissemination Conference (7-8 December
2006, Strasbourg), with the future application of the Centurio Programme and shared their
experiences and problems from the previous semesters.

Throughout this semester 14 Partnerships organized activities with the participation of 33
European regions in the field of Sustainable Quality Tourism, Environment Protection and
Sustainable Economic development.

AER SUMMER SCHOOL AND YOUTH SUMMER SCHOOL ‘

The deadline for registration for the AER Summer School and Youth Summer School is 1%
July 2006. Registrations will still be accepted after this date if free places remain. However,
participants should note that flights to Cluj and Satu Mare (the nearest airports to the venue)
are limited and therefore early booking is essential.

The Summer Schools will take place in Baia Mare, Romania from 27" August to 2"
September 2006. The main Summer School will focus upon the theme @ractical Skills for
Regional Co-operation in EuropeQ It is aimed at officers and politicians working in international
affairs in regional administrations. The objective of the Summer School will be to provide
participants with hands-on training in a range of skills that they need in order to be able to
successfully undertake European co-operation projects and to present their international work
to their regions and the citizens. Workshops will be provided in a wide range of areas,
including: project management, lobbying, press and communications, intercultural
communication and presentation skills. Programmes, practical details and registration forms
can be found on:

http://www.a-e-r.org/events/summer-school.html

The Youth Summer School will bring together approximately 50 participants between the ages
of 18 and 24 who wish to play a positive role in engaging young people in their regions in the
debate on the future of Europe. It will provide participants with the opportunity to debate the
role of young people in shaping the Europe of the 21 century and to discuss their views on
how Europe needs to develop if it is to fully reflect their needs and interests. Workshops will
be provided in a wide range of skills, including intercultural communication skills and skills for
influencing European policies. Further details can be found on:

http://www.a-e-r.org/events/youth-summer-school.html
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INTERNAL MATTERS

TASK FORCE ON RESTRUCTURING

The AER Task Force on Restructuring was set up in 2005 in order to assess whether the
AERG® current structures allow if to sufficiently address the challenges facing Europe® regions
today. The Task Force held its final meeting on 15" June in Sarajevo and was able to submit
a suggestion for a new committee structure for the AER to the Bureau. The Bureau, meeting
on 16™ June, unanimously approved the suggestion of the Task Force. A new Strategic Plan,
based upon this suggestion, is currently being produced, and will be submitted to the General
Assembly on 9-10 November in Palma de Mallorca, for approval by all AER members. The
new structure should enter into force immediately after the General Assembly.

The Bureau approved the adoption of 6 new key priorities for the AER:
(1) Promoting the modernisation and internationalisation of regional governance
(2) Promoting innovation, growth and employment in EuropeOs regions

(3) Addressing the challenges of demographic change, migration, health and social
exclusion

(4) Ensuring sustainable development and combating environmental degradation

(5) Delivering democracy through diversity, and promoting the diversity of culture,
media and education

(6) Creating a secure environment for citizens
It also approved the creation of 3 new Committees:

Committee 1 - Economy and Regional Development

Key topics: cohesion policy, economic development, innovation and research, employment,
new technologies and e-government, knowledge society, GMOs, rural development,
agriculture, public transport and transport corridors, renewable energies and energy efficiency,
environment, regional produce, tourism

Committee 2 - Social Policy and Public Health

Key topics: social cohesion, social services, equal opportunities (men and women, disabled,
minorities), migration and mobility of workers, domestic violence, Demographic change, public
health, hospital management, drugs and alcohol abuse, natural disaster response, emergency
planning

Committee 3 - Culture and Education Culture

Key topics: education, training, youth, media, cultural heritage, GATS, cultural diversity,
regional languages, Regional Partnerships Instruments (ENPI, EGCC, Madrid Outline
Convention), Southeast Europe, Southern Mediterranean, decentralised co-operation, co-
operation with international organisations.

In addition, two Standing Committees will be created within the Bureau: (i) Standing
Committee for Institutional Affairs, (ii) Standing Committee for Monitoring and Evaluation.

Copies of the papers detailing these proposals are available from the AER Secretariat
(i.benfield@a-e-r.org), and will be distributed to members in the near future.
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MISCELLANEOUS MEETINGS

VISIT TO ALBANIA

The AER Secretary General visited Albania from 24™-28" May, in order to assess how the
AER could better meet the needs of its members from this country. Eight of the 12 Albanian
regions are members of the AER. During the visit, Mr Klipp met with the Albanian Minister for
Local Self-government, Ferdinand Pone, the Albanian Regions Association and
representatives of international organisations active in the country, including the OSCE, the
Council of Europe and the European Commission. Mr Klipp also had the opportunity to hold
discussions with the regional authorities of Tirana, Durres and Girokastra.

The visit proved an excellent opportunity to identify areas in which Albanian regions could
become more involved in the AER® work, as well as to explore how the AER could make a
concrete contribution to strengthening regional democracy in Albania. A full report of the visit
is available from the AER Secretariat (j.benfield@a-e-r.orq)

| FORTHCOMING EVENTS |

Date Location Event

10-11 August Gothenburg (S) | Future of Europe Working Group

27 of August until 2 Maramures Summer School & Youth Summer School

September (RO)

4 -8 September Dubrovnik (HR) | AER Peer Review Initiative

Alba (RO)

15-16 September Heraklion (GR) | Conference on ORegionalLabels as a tool for the
promotion of regional quality productsO

20 September Vezprem (H) Meeting of the Youth Team

20- 21 September Vezprem (H) Meetings of the sub-Committees and Plenary
Session of Committee D

20-23 September Oslo (N) Eurodyssey Forum

28-29 September Timisoara (RO) | Plenary session ODisabilitiesas a wealth for the
regionsOCommittee B

28- 29 September Trieste (1) Plenary session of the Institutional affairs
Committee (A)

Monday, 2 October Strasbourg (F) | OEuropeanDialogue on interregional cooperationO
and

Plenary session of the Regional policy
Committee (C)

Tuesday, 3 October Strasbourg (F) | Working Group Meeting on energy (9:00-11:00)
AER Office Working Group Meeting on tourism (11:15 to

13:15)

Monday, 16 October Udine (1) Future of the trans-european networks for
transports - Corridor 5

16 B 17 October Dijon (F) Seminar on the Regions' contribution to the
objectives of the Millenium

18-20 October 2006 Wien (A) Workshop OCulturaHeritage and new
technologiesOhttp://www.stadtarchaeologie.at/

Thursday, 19 October Samara (RUS) | Bureau

8- 10 November llles Balears (E) | Bureau + General Assembly

7-8 December Strasbourg (F) | Conference Centurio Interreg 1lIC
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