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AER QUARTERLY REPORT (JULY- SEPTEMBER 2006)

FOREWORD BY THE SECRETARY GENERAL

This fall has been a busy time for the AER, since most Committee meetings have
been held in September. It is with great pleasure that I have met some of you on these
various occasions. Theses were the last meetings of the four Committees as you
know them and we will soon start the year 2007 with our renewed structure.

The organisation of the General Assembly will be a great occasion to get together and
discuss in depth the role that the regions should play by demystifying globalisation, a
contemporary concept most of us have to deal with on a daily basis.

I am looking forward to seeing you in Palma de Mallorca on November 9th and 10th !

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any remarks on the content of the
report, or if you would like further information about any of the initiatives outlined.

Best wishes,

Klaus Klipp
Secretary General
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INSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE (A)

AER PEER REVIEW TEAMS UNDERTAKE SUCCESSFUL STUDIES IN DUBROVNIK AND ALBA

The first two pilot projects of the AER Peer Review Initiative were successfully undertaken in
Dubrovnik Neretva (HR) and Alba (RO) from 3rd - 8th September. The peer review project
enables multinational teams of economic development experts to undertake mentoring visits
to the pilot regions and provide advice on the improvement of their economic development
projects. Teams of four experts went to each region and held five days of meetings with
economic development stakeholders, ranging from universities to tourist boards and airport
authorities. At the end of the week, the teams presented their initial conclusions to the host
regions, and are now in the process of drawing up comprehensive reports on their findings.
The AER Secretariat is developing a peer review toolkit, based on the experiences of the two
pilot projects, which it will disseminate to members by the end of the year. The AER wishes to
express its thanks to the participating regions: Alba (RO), Devon (UK), Styria (A), Great Plains
Region (HU), Dubrovnik-Neretva (HR), Hampshire (UK), Vienna(A), Salzburg (A) and Friuli
Venezia Giulia (I). The AER is still urgently seeking regions prepared to participate in the peer
review in Odessa. Any interested regions should contact Joanna Benfield, Director, AER
Brussels Office, on j.benfield@a-e-r.org

FUTURE OF EUROPE WORKING GROUP FINALISES WHITE PAPER ON ROLE OF REGIONS IN EUROPE

The Future of Europe working group met in Gothenburg on 11th-12th August, at the kind
invitation of the region of VŠstra Gštaland. The working group used this opportunity to
continue drafting the AER White Paper on the Role of the Regions in Europe. This White
Paper explores the role of the regions in the wider Europe and considers the importance of
regions for the European model of society, economy, democracy and culture. It focuses on the
role of regions vis-ˆ -vis the citizens, the nation state and institutions such as the Council of
Europe and the European Union. The White Paper sets out a vision for a future European
continent in which regions play a decisive role in all areas of life. The White Paper is still open
for contributions from members, and will be submitted to the General Assembly in November
for approval.

GORIZIA CONFERENCE CELEBRATES SUCCESSFUL AER LOBBYING CAMPAIGN ON EUROPEAN

GROUPING FOR TERRITORIAL CO-OPERATION (EGTC)

The autumn plenary session of the Institutional Affairs Committee, which took place in
Gorizia(I), on 28th - 29th September, provided an occasion to reflect on the success of the
AERÕs campaign to ensure that the EGTC won the approval of the European institutions. The
conference on regional co-operation in the wider Europe, organised in conjunction with the
region of Friuli Venezia Giulia, considered how the EGTC could be used in practice and
looked at some of the obstacles that may still hinder its use. The conference also provided the
opportunity to consider the future of territorial co-operation under the new EU funding period
from 2007, when regions will have to get to grips with the new Territorial Co-operation
objective of the Structural Funds, the European Neighbourhood and Partnership Instrument
and the Instrument for Pre-accession Assistance.  Presentations from the conference are
available on the AER website: http://www.a-e-r.org/events/institutional-affairs-

committee/2006/plenary-session-committe-a.html

AER PARTICIPATES IN CONSULTATION ON EUROPEAN TRANSPARENCY INITIATIVE

The AER has prepared and submitted a position on the European CommissionÕs plans to
improve the transparency of European decision-making and funding procedures.
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The European Transparency Initiative was introduced by the European Commission in March
last year, with the aim of increasing the transparency, openness and accountability of EU
governance processes. In May 2006, the Commission published a Green Paper, which was
intended to launch a debate with stakeholders on how to improve transparency of EU Funds,
consultation with civil society and the role of the lobbies and NGOs in the European
institutionsÕ decision-making process. The AER has submitted its position within the
framework of the consultation procedure, making it clear that, whilst the AER was in favour of
greater transparency in European decision-making, it would not wish to see the regions Ð as
democratically elected bodies accountable to their citizens - subject to the same rules as
industrial lobbyists. A copy of the position can be found on:h t t p : / / w w w . a - e -

r.org/events/institutional-affairs-committee/2006/plenary-session-committe-a.html

SOCIAL COHESION, SOCIAL AFFAIRS & PUBLIC HEALTH COMMITTEE (B)

DISABILITIES AS A WEALTH FOR THE REGIONS

The Committee organised a seminar on this issue in Timis (RO) on 28th September 2006,
bringing together representatives of the European Disability Forum, the Council of Europe and
organisations actively working for the inclusion of disabled people into society and
employment. The aim was to highlight the potential disabled people can offer to a regionsÕ
cultural, political and economic life. Member regions presented their policies for responding to
disabled personsÕ needs, ranging from disabled children to stroke patients, with examples
from Poitou-Charentes (F), Steiermark (A), Timis (RO) and VŠsterbotten (S). Regions also
learned of concrete initiatives to create and foster employment for disabled persons, in order
to increase their independence and self-esteem, and how new IT tools can contribute in this
context. Participants to the meeting concluded that disabilities should be mainstreamed into all
policies, from transport to education to social cohesion, in order to ensure that disabled
persons are fully integrated into regional societies. All presentations made at this seminar are
a v a i l a b l e  o n  o u r  website: http://www.a-e-r.org/events/health-social-affairs-
committee/2006/seminar-and-plenary-com-b.html

COMMITTEE PLENARY SESSION, 29TH
 SEPTEMBER 2006, TIMIS (RO)

The Committee plenary session was an opportunity for member regions to debate and adopt
the Committee work plan for 2007, to launch new initiatives and to update each other on
recent developments in their projects. Following the proposals for restructuring the AER, the
members adopted the CommitteeÕs new priorities for 2007, which include the launching of a
network on e-health, the creation of a group to focus on emergency planning and the inclusion
of the equal opportunities working group in the new Committee structure. The working group
on the prevention of alcohol-related harm will launch its peer reviews in 2007, subject to the
European CommissionÕs approval of their application for co-financing.  Responding to
demographic challenges also remains a Committee priority, with the ALIVE partners taking a
lead in this area. The Committee also decided to propose Mr Constantin Ostaficiuc, President
of Timis Council (RO) as Committee President and Ms Christina Wahrolin, Councillor of
VŠrmland County Council (S) as Committee Vice-President. The AER and the Committee
members would like to thank Timis for their excellent hospitality in organising these events.
The key documents and positions adopted at this meeting are available at: http://www.a-e-
r.org/events/health-social-affairs-committee/2006/seminar-and-plenary-com-b.html
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QUALITY LABELS FOR REGIONAL PRODUCTS: AER CONFERENCE, 15-16 SEPTEMBER 2006,

CRETE (GR)

In cooperation with Mr Stavros ARNAOUTAKIS, Member of the European Parliament, the
AER Committees on Regional Policies and on Health and Social Affairs jointly organised a
conference on the potential of labels as a tool for promoting regional quality products and
thereby regional economic development. Regional quality labels also have a role in promoting
public health, as traditional methods of agriculture, organic produce and clear health
standards guaranteed by regional quality labels can help boost consumer confidence, in
particular in light of the recent food scares Europe has been faced with. The AER wishes to
thank MEP Arnaoutakis for his invaluable help in organising this event and for the warm
hospitality. All presentations made during this conference are available at: http://www.a-e-
r.org/events/regional-policies-committee/2006/crete.html

HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES OF GENERAL INTEREST

The Committee members adopted a response to the Communication of the European
Commission entitled ÒImplementing the Community Lisbon Programme: Social services of
general interest in the European UnionÓ. In this position, the regions request that social
services of general interest are dealt with under a separate European legal framework, which
will ensure that market practices regarding efficiency and transparency are respected, while at
the same time guaranteeing their general interest character.
The European Commission has also published a consultation regarding Community action on
health services, aiming to identify the best way forward for regulating health services and
guaranteeing legal clarity as regards the application of the European internal market rules.
The deadline for responding to this consultation is 31 January 2007. Full details are available
at:
http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_overview/co_operation/mobility/community_framework_en.htm

UPCOMING EVENTS:

Demystifying Immigration: AER General Assembly 2007
The Committee will organise debates on the subject of immigration, at the occasion of the next
AER General Assembly in Palma de Mallorca, (Balears Islands, E) on 9-10 November 2006.
Our aim is to help regions appreciate the challenges and opportunities posed by migration and
to examine potential solutions for a sustainable integration policy.
For further information, please visit our website:
http://www.a-e-r.org/events/2/2006/palma-de-mallorca.html

5th Round Table Conference on Social Inclusion, 16-17 October 2006, Tampere (FIN)
The AER will participate to the 5th Round Table on Social Inclusion, which will focus on such
issues as active labour market inclusion, the role of social services in combating social
exclusion, mainstreaming social inclusion across all European policies, and guaranteeing
social rights and minimum social standards. The round table will be followed by a NGO
seminar on ÒSocial Rights and Market Freedoms Ð Is a better balance possible?Ó on 17-18
October, which the AER will also attend.
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Implementing Regional Strategies for the Prevention of Alcohol-Related Harm: Second
European Alcohol Policy, 20-22 November 2006, Helsinki (FIN)
The AER will organise two workshops during this conference, focusing on the theme of how to
successfully implement cross-sectoral strategies for the prevention of alcohol-related harm.
The aim of the workshops will be to examine potential policy implementation models, such as
the Safe Communities model of the World Health Organisation (WHO) and to present regional
best practice in this area.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES !!! 2007 Committee Plenary Meeting and Seminar
The dates for the next Committee meeting have been preliminarily fixed for 29-30 March 2007
in Pecs, at the kind invitation of Baranya (HU). A seminar will be organised on the theme of
integrating ethnic minorities, eliminating inequalities in terms of housing, education and
employment opportunities and developing regional social inclusion policies that can integrate
all social groups.

Regional Policies Committee (C)

ACTIVITIES IN THE FIELD OF RENEWABLE ENERGIES

NEW TOOLS AT THE DISPOSAL OF THE REGIONS

After its adoption by the AER Bureau meeting on 16 June in Sarajevo, progress has been
made in the implementation of the AER strategy and action plan on energy. Three main tools
are currently being developed:

The AER Energy Newsletter: Three newsletters, aiming at keeping our members up-
to-date on the latest EU news and activities in the field of energy, were already sent to
Committee C members since June. If you wish to receive this Newsletter, you can
subscribe by sending your email address to: j.schut@a-e-r.org.
The newsletters are available online under:
http://www.a-e-r.org/news/2006/2006080701.html

• Energy partnership pool: As you know, the last call for proposals under the
Intelligent-Energy-Programme will end on 31 October. If you want to take the
opportunity to apply for co-funding, this Partnership pool is the right tool for you! It aims
at helping you to find partners for your projects or to find project proposals that your
Region may be interested to join. Our pool will be accessible to all interested
stakeholders and not limited to our members. This guarantees a large dissemination
and publicity to your project, so do not hesitate!
To subscribe to the energy pool and publish your project, please go to:
http://www.a-e-r.org/main-issues/environment-sustainable-energy.html

COMMITTEE C REACTION TO THE EC GREEN PAPER ON ENERGY

On 8 March last, the EC set out the basis for this European Energy Policy in a Green Paper,
which outlines six specific priority areas and over 20 concrete suggestions for possible new
action. On the basis of the replies and comments that it has received, as well as the
conclusions of the European Spring Council and Parliament, the Commission is to propose a
set of measures. The AER has produced an answer to this consultation. This response was
adopted by Committee C members and will be presented for adoption to the AER Bureau in
Samara on October 19th 2006.
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APPLICATION FOR CO-FUNDING OF RENEWABLE ENERGY DAYS BY THE COMUNIDAD VALENCIANA

AND THE AER

The AER and the Region of Valencia have applied for co-funding under the IEE programme to
organise a four-day event in June-July 2007. Unfortunately, the feedback was not positive,
however, the AER and the Region of Valencia wish to work out the project again and submit it
in the framework of the call for project ending on October 31st.
We will come back to this project at the AER working group meeting on energy, to be held on
3 October 2006 from 9:00 to 11:00 at the AER office in Strasbourg. For more information on
this meeting, please contact: e.delangle@a-e-r.org

PRESS CONFERENCE ON THE PACKAGE FOR COHESION, EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT, STRASBOURG, 5
JULY 2006

After the regulation package on structural funds for 2007-2013 was adopted by the European
Parliament, the AER, Lambert Van Nistelrooij, MEP and Markus Pieper, MEP, organised a
Press Conference to present their common views on how the regulations should now be
implemented and which implication the Regions will face, especially in the context of the new
structure of interregional cooperation.

ACTIVITIES ON SUSTAINABLE TOURISM

After the AER published a CD-Rom to promote its webportal on sustainable quality tourism,
three new Regions expressed the wish to become partners to this initiative. The Region of
Berat (Albania) has already joined and is now a full partner.

In preparation of the AER working group meeting on tourism, to be held on 3 October 2006
from 11.15 to 13.15 at the AER office in Strasbourg, a newsletter has been sent to the
members of the working group, with information on EU-wide forthcoming events, recent news
and upcoming AER activities.

Regarding the initiative entitled ÒEuropean Regions Touring Nature NetworkÓ and the ÒVillage
+Ó sustainable development label, the AER is publishing a new promotional brochure and has
drafted a work plan to define activities to be carried out in this context. Notably, it has been
decided that dissemination seminars, aiming at promoting the initiative and informing the
Regions on strategies to emphasise their strategies in the field of sustainable rural tourism.

ACTIVITIES ON RURAL DEVELOPMENT: CONFERENCE ON REGIONAL QUALITY LABELS, HERAKLION,

15 SEPTEMBER 2006

Regional quality production is directly related to the economic development of rural areas in
Europe. The Assembly of European Regions has decided to promote their role as a motor for
rural regeneration and make connexions with central issues such as GMOs, health, tourism
and the general economic situation in rural territories.
The objective of the Conference, hosted by MEP Stavros Arnaoutakis in Heraklion, Crete (GR)
and supported by AREPO1, was to catch up on the recent developments in the field of quality
food production and, for those Regions who are already very actively promoting their
specialities on the European scale, to meet and discuss potential strategies to improve the
positive impact on their local economies.

                                                  
1 Association of European Regions with Products of Origin
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It was concluded that there are plenty of opportunities for the Regions to promote their local
produce in the European and international market, and strengthen rural economies, marketing
their name, boosting consumer confidence and supporting environment-friendly production
methods.
The conclusions will be presented to Committee C plenary meeting on October 2nd and further
activities in this field will be discussed and planned during the working group meeting, to be
held on October 3rd in Strasbourg.

CULTURE, EDUCATION & TRAINING, YOUTH, MEDIA COMMITTEE (D)

LAUNCH OF THE CULTURAL HERITAGE NETWORK

During the months of August and September, the Committee D launched its Cultural Heritage
Network initiative by sending out questionnaires to its member regions to assess in detail,
which needs and requirements the AER member regions face regarding the preservation of
their cultural heritage. The first regions to reply on the initiative, VŠsterbotten (S) and Zapadna
Hercegovina (B-H) also presented their projects during the Committee D plenary meeting on
20-21 September in Veszprem (H). As a next step, the a Congress in Vienna on Ç Cultural
Heritage and New Technologies È will be taking place on 18-20 October

AER Press release
http://www.a-e-r.org/en/news/2006/2006092104.html

YOUTH TEAM PRESIDENT ELECTED DURING BAIA MARE MEETING

During its meeting on 1st September in Maramures (Ro), a new Youth Team was elected after
a first year in office. While three members chose to stand again as young members of the
Youth Team, three newcomers were elected as well. In addition, the Youth Team also elected
Ms Anna Kajava as the President of the Youth Team, in order to be in charge of coordinating
the Youth Team activities as well as representing the AER Youth Mainstreaming inititative to
the public. In addition, the Youth Team decided on its future activities regarding the work tasks
for each member, the establishmend of contacts with regional politicians as well as a Youth
Team website, which will be sponsored by courtesy of the West Sussex region.

COMMITTEE D PREPARES FOR 2007 AND RESTRUCTURING

At its meeting in VeszprŽm on 20th and 5th May, Committee D has adopted its work plan as
well as its terms of reference for the new AER structures, when it will be transformed into
Committee 3 and take also charge of interregional and international cooperation. The new
Committee 3 will be active on the following issues :

• Successful establishment of new working structures in the new Committee 3

• Organisation of a seminar on ÒYouth and MediaÓ (3-5 October 2007 in
JŠmtland/Sweden)

• Development of a ÒCultural HeritageÓ Network (Cultural Heritage Working Group)

• Organisation of a conference on ÒUniversities and Economic CompetitionÓ during
the Spring Committee 3 plenary session

• Continuation of the European Youth Ambassador Scheme and the Youth
Mainstreaming Programme, Support the Organisation of the Youth Summer School

• Interest Representation on GATS, Services and State Aid Reform and Media vis-ˆ -
vis the EU (GATS & Services Working Group)
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• Implementation of the ART programme on regional partnerships with the UNDP

• Launch of Interregional Cooperation with regions of the Southern Mediterranean
and Eastern Europe as part of the European Neighbourhood Policy.

For further information or members who are interested in taking part in one of the working
groups or initiatives, please contact Committee D Policy Coordinator, Martin MŸhleck (Tel.
+33/3/88 22 74 47; E-Mail: d.materne@a-e-r.org)

AER SUMMER SCHOOL AND YOUTH SUMMER SCHOOL

Over 200 people participated in the AER Summer School and Youth Summer School, which
were held in Baia Mare, Maramures (RO) from 27th August Ð 2nd September.  The main
Summer School focused upon the theme ÒPractical Skills for Regional Co-operation in
EuropeÓ, and was aimed at officers and politicians working in international affairs in regional
administrations. The Summer School provided participants with hands-on training in a range
of skills that they need in order to be able to successfully undertake European co-operation
projects and to present their international work to their regions and the citizens. Workshops
were provided in a wide range of areas, including project management, lobbying, press and
communications, and presentation skills.

The Youth Summer School was attended by over 90 participants between the ages of 18 and
24, who were all nominated by their regions to be ÔEuropean Youth AmbassadorsÕ. The role of
the European Youth Ambassadors is, firstly, to raise awareness of the relevance of European
issues amongst young people in their own region, and, secondly, to transmit the views of
young people in their region to the European policy-makers. During the Youth Summer
School, participants had the opportunity to debate the role of young people in shaping the
Europe of the 21st century and to discuss their views on how Europe needs to develop if it is to
fully reflect their needs and interests. By the final day of the Youth Summer School, each of
the participants had produced a detailed action plan for the activities that they intend to
organise in their region to engage other young people in European debate.

The AER would like to express its thanks to the host region of Maramures, as well as to the
regions of the Summer School Organising Committee: Friuli Venezia Giulia (I), Istra (HR),
Olomouc (CZ), Vestfold (N), Wien (A), Wallonie (B), Bruxelles Capitale (B) and ZŸrich (CH).

Presentations and photos from the two events can be found on:

http://www.a-e-r.org/photo-gallery/summer-school-and-youth-summer-school/2000-
2009/summerschools2006.html

GROUP ON EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES BETWEEN MEN AND WOMEN

The AER will hold its VIIth Conference on Equal Opportunities between men and women in
Timisoara (RO), around March 8, 2007, a few weeks after RomaniaÕs accession to the EU.

The internal reorganization of the AER will lead to closer ties between Equal Opportunities
and the Committee on Social Affairs. This will most probably create a new synergy and added
value to the work of the Group on Equal Opportunities. Mr. Ostaficiuc, President of Timis
County and future President of the Committee on Social Affairs, and Mrs. Sabban, Vice-
President of Ile de France and President of the Group on Equal Opportunities between men
and women, will meet in Palma de Mallorca during the General Assembly in order to discuss
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the future organization of the new Committee. An increase of the GroupÕs budget will allow it
to organize a second meeting in fall 2007. As a reminder, a successful conference was held in
Kiruna, Norrbotten (S) in early 2006, drawing dozens of participants to the ÒRoof of EuropeÓ
and filling the hotel to capacity.

Documents on Equal Opportunities are available on the AER web page, at the following
address:

http://www.a-e-r.org/main-issues/equal-opportunities.html

EURODYSSEY

The Eurodyssey Forum was held in Oslo / Akershus on September 21-22. This annual event
gives an opportunity to the 25 member regions to exchange experience with each other and
discuss the future of the program, which offers young people between the ages of 18 and 30
to spend a period of between 3 and 7 months abroad, gathering work experience and
acquiring foreign language skills.

The annual Forum also allows new regions to get more information on the program and to
start cooperating with seasoned partners. While generally attracting 70 participants, this yearÕs
Forum was prepared to accommodate 100. Some 120 registration forms were received and,
unfortunately, those who hadnÕt respected the deadline had to be dismissed.

With currently 25 member regions, Eurodyssey is working hard at integrating 13 new regions
which started the accession process: Andalucia and Cantabria (E), Devon (UK), Arges and
Timis (RO), Picardie (F), Zentral Schweiz (CH), Sofia (BG), Varazdin and Zagrebacka (HR),
Vojvodina (SRP) and Val dÕAosta (I).

Another handful of regions are interested in joining the program as well. Among those, Cluj
and Bihor (RO) officially sent their request to the ProgramÕs Secretariat.

The Founding Texts of the program state that the program cannot be chaired by the same
region for more than 4 years in a row. After Franche-ComtŽ (F) and Wallonia (B), the Azores
(P) will preside over the program, having received a 2-year mandate (2007-2008) from its
peers. The Romanian region of Hunedoara, birthplace of the Romanian nation and language,
has offered to host the 2007 Forum.

So far, some 394 placements were organized in 2007, 69% of which granted to girls.
Eurodyssey keeps on collaborating with many companies, ranging from tiny SMEs to large
institutions and big international companies. Among the 200+ partner companies which hosted
Eurodyssey interns these last months, flower shops and tourism offices stood along with
famed institutions such as the Musée du Louvre (F) and the Universidade da Madeira (P), or
big names such as Accor Hotels, Alcatel, C&A and Krafts food.
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Date Location Event

Monday, 16 October Udine (I) Future of the trans-european networks for
transports - Corridor 5

16 Ð 17 October Dijon (F) Seminar on the Regions' contribution to the
objectives of the Millenium

18-20 October 2006 Wien (A) Congress ÒCultural Heritage and new
technologiesÓ http://www.stadtarchaeologie.at/

Thursday, 19 October and
Friday 20 October

Samara (RUS) Bureau

8- 10 November Illes Balears (E) Bureau + General Assembly
20-22 November Helsinki (FIN) Implementing Regional Strategies for the

Prevention of Alcohol related Harm: Second
European alcohol Policy

7-8 December Strasbourg (F) Conference Centurio Interreg IIIC
13-14 December Eindhoven (NL) AER conference ÒLow noise, low fare, high

impactÓ Success factors for the development of
regional airports


