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AER QUARTERLY REPORT (JANUARY-MARCH 2007)

FOREWORD BY THE SECRETARY GENERAL

It is with great pleasure that | present you the AER fifth quarterly report. A year after its
creation, | have noticed that they have become an important tool for our members to keep up
with the AER activities and get information on the work of all committees and standing

Committee.

| encourage you to benefit from our new structure and the development of a new range of
activities in the framework of our strategic plan 2007-2012. You are free to participate in all of
our committees. A simple email notifying the secretariat of the structures you are interested in

will be sufficient to register.

According to their growing success, the quarterly reports will now be available in the AER

three official languages: English, German and French.

Best wishes,

Klaus Klipp
Secretary General
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STANDING COMMITTEE ON INSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS
Strong Regions for a Strong Europe: Lively Debate on Constitutional Treaty in Berlin

AER Presidium members met in Berlin on 22" February to debate the future of the
Constitutional Treaty, together with representatives of the European Parliament, the German
EU Presidency and academic experts. As a result of the debate, the AER Presidium adopted
a position on the Constitutional Treaty inviting the German Presidency to rapidly check
whether the conditions exist to approve and unanimously adopt the Constitutional Treaty in its
current form. If this is not the case, Member States should go back to the Intergovernmental
Conference table, where they should find an agreement on a minimum number of necessary
amendments, in order that the Treaty can be ratified in all 27 Member States. The European
Parliament must act as key partner and the principle of subsidiarity should continue a key
principle in the Treaty. A summary of the debate, the Position on the Constitutional Treaty as
well as the Action Plan can be downloaded on: http://www.a-e-r.org/main-
issues/constitution.html

Subsidiarity, Cohesion and Diversity B Presidium adopts AER Berlin Declaration

During the same meeting, Presidium members adopted the AER Berlin Declaration, a
precursor to the Berlin Declaration of EU Heads of State on 25 March. The AER Declaration
urges the EU to focus on what it does best: addressing those challenges that cannot be met
by national or regional governments acting alone. Among them, the regions identified trade,
security, environmental and energy policies as the most pressing. The position also stressed
that Europe must exploit and reinforce the principles of subsidiarity, cohesion and diversity.

Both the Berlin Declaration and the position on the Constitutional Treaty have been sent to
Chancellor Angela Merkel, the President of the European Commission, the European
Parliament and all Heads of States of the Member States of the European Union. The AER
Berlin Declaration can be found on: http://www.a-e-r.org/main-issues/constitution.html

1% AER Award for Communicating Europe to be Launched

For the first time, the Assembly of European Regions is giving an award to the region that is
best able to communicate the European project to its citizens. The AER is seeking projects
that make European integration tangible for the citizens. We want to know how your region is
promoting the idea of Europe and engaging citizens in European issues. How do you bring
Europe closer to your citizens? Do you organise public debates on European issues in your
region? Do you brief the media regularly on relevant European topics?

The Award will officially be launched in the beginning of April. The deadline for submitting
applications is 2" July. The Award Ceremony will take place at the AER General Assembly,
on 22" P 23" November in Udine, Friuli Venezia Giulia (I). Further information can be
obtained from Stephanie von Hayek: s.vonhayek@a-e-r.org

European Citizens Consultations © Making Your Voice Heard

The AER participated as moderator at the European Citizens Panel in Berlin on 24™-25"
February. The European CitizensOConsultations provide the first-ever opportunity for
members of the public from all 27 Member States to debate the future of the European Union
across the boundaries of geography and language. Citizens are randomly chosen to take part
in the deliberations, to identify common ground and to make recommendations to policy-
makers as they prepare to take decisions on Europe's future. Further information can be
obtained on: http://www.european-citizens-consultations.eu/.
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Odessa Peer Review Successfully Completed

The final pilot peer review project, instigated by the former Committee A, was successfully
concluded with an evaluation meeting held in Vienna on 15 March. The peer review team,
consisting of representatives of Corinthia (A), Mazowia (PL) and the Great Plains Region
(HU), had the opportunity to provide constructive feedback to Odessa region on their
economic development policies. As a result of the review, Odessa has already implemented a
number of key improvements, such as including NGO and civil society representatives in the
regional investment committee. A CD-Rom detailing all three pilot projects will be sent to all
AER members in the coming weeks.

ECONOMIC AND REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

Regions for a sustainable energy policy

Support to renewable energy sources and enhanced energy efficiency was high on the
agenda of Committee 1 in the last weeks.

On 10 January, as the European Commission was announcing its new Energy Package,
Committee 1 was involved in a workshop on &stablishing a green hydrogen economyd
organised by the European Parliament in Brussels. The workshop ended with the launch of an
EP Declaration, which is currently submitted for signatures to the MEPs (text of the
Declaration and support statement available upon request at the AER Secretariat). At this
seminar, Riccardo llly, AER President, underlined the potential that hydrogen, as an energy
carrier, could offer to the Regions to decentralise energy production; he stressed, however,
the fact that further research was needed in this area, in particular for the production of green
hydrogen and its storage. If we want to secure our energy supply and fight against climate
change, he concluded, we need to do more for saving energy and promoting renewable
energy sources. The AER Committee 1, and in particular its working group on energy, which
met on 7 February in Brussels, confirmed that these two elements, i.e., energy efficiency and
promotion of RES, would be at the heart of the AER energy strategy and action plan® for the
coming months. During their meeting, the members of the group focused notably on
geothermal energy: the suggestion was made to organise a Conference on this issue in 2008,
to bring a better understanding of technical and scientific aspects of geothermal energy, and
lead to informed political choices from the side of the Regions. During their next meeting,
which was held in Amaro, Friuli Venezia Giulia, on 21 March, the members of the group also
discussed the possibility to work on another type of RES, namely wood, which is available in
many Regions. The Committee 1 Secretariat presented the outline for an interregional
cooperation project on wood fuel for heating aiming at promoting the exchange of best
practices and confirmed that this project may be financed under the Intelligent Energy Europe
Programme (a call for proposals will be open in 20 April) or under the new Interreg IVC.
Interested members are invited to contact the Committee 1 Secretariat asap. As regards
energy efficiency, the AER Committee 1 will organise a Conference on this issue on 7
December 2007, at the occasion of Energaia, the Renewable energy fair, to be held in
Montpellier, Languedoc-Roussillon, from 6 to 8 December 2007. MEP Vlasak, whom
Committee 1 policy coordinator met early March, confirmed his interest in participating in this
event. Members having best practices in this field, such as VSsternorrland, which presented
their Energy factor 2 project in Amaro, are invited to contact Committee 1 secretariat, which is
currently setting up the programme for the Conference. During the meeting in Amaro, further
projects were submitted, in particular by a representative of Fuel Cell Europe, who explained
the potential of hydrogen in maximising the potential of RES and suggested to organise a
seminar with the AER on this issue.

' See updated version of the AER energy strategy and action plan (edition 2007) under: http://www.a-e-r.org/main-
issues/environment-sustainable-energy.html
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Eventually, Norrbotten, which chairs the working group on energy together with Lower
Saxony, invited the AER to host a Conference on energy in Spring 2008, in view of the EU
Council to be held in the Region in 2009, during the Swedish presidency. Further information
on these planned events will be sent to the members when available.

Since the beginning of the year, the AER has been actively promoting its work in favour of
RES and energy efficiency on the European stage. As last year, the AER was an official
partner in the World Energy Days, held in early March in Wels (Upper Austria) with over 1000
participants. In addition, the AER was co-organising the Symposium on energy grid which was
hosted in Oldenburg, Lower Saxony in mid February .

Further information on these two events, as well as on the Renewable energy fair of
Montpellier, are available on the AER website under: http://www.a-e-r.org/main-
issues/environment-sustainable-energy.html

Tourism as a tool for lively and sustainable rural areas

On 1% February, AER Committee 1 organised a Seminar in Bihor (Romania) entitled
GBustainable tourism in Romania, the road to successO Over 60 participants from nearly all
Romanian counties, but coming also from Hungary and Switzerland, were present at this
seminar which aimed at presenting the added value of the Touring Nature initiative and the
Village + Label for developing eco-tourism in the Regions, but also at raising awareness about
the EU funding opportunities for the labelling procedure. The AER is convinced that this Label,
in connection with the pan-European routes to rural eco-tourism, is a valuable contribution to
the development of lively rural areas and invites all its members to become members of the
Club. Thomas Carlsson, chairman of the AER working group on tourism, presented the project
during the Tourism Seminar of the Committee of the Regions, held on 5 March in Palma de
Mallorca.

®ural areas: From living landscapes to recreational landscapes?Owill be the focus of the
forthcoming AER Conference on rural development, to be hosted in 2008 by Oppland
(Norway). As announced on 21 March in Amaro, the Region of Oppland P chairman of the
AER working group on rural development B suggests to look at the impact B economic,
environmental and social - of second home development in RegionsOrural areas. The
Conference will also be embedded in the overall reflection of Committee 1 regarding spatial
planning; infrastructures and sustainable development. More information on the first
announcement for the Conference will be soon available under: www.a-e-r.org

For an economic development respectful of our environment

At their meeting on 19 January in Brussels, the members of the working group on economic
development decided to organise a follow-up Conference to the first AER Seminar on
economic development held in 2006 in Noord-Brabant. The decision was taken to hold a
Conference on the issue of eco-innovation, which is a key element of the Lisbon strategy and
a main tool to conciliate economic growth with environmental protection. The first
announcement for this Conference, which will be held on 1 June in Stuttgart, Baden-
WYrttemberg, was welcomed by the AER members at the second meeting of the group
(Amaro, 21 March 2007). Further information on this event available on the AER website
under: http://www.a-e-r.org/events/regional-policies-committee/2007/stuttgart.html
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Cohesion policy post 2013: Launch of a task force

Over the last 5 years, the AER Committee C (current Committee 1) has done a lot to influence
the new structure and content of EU cohesion policy. The AER is now an acknowledged
advisory body on this issue, as the various meetings® with Danuta HYbner, Commissioner for
regional policy, show. Now that the new programming period is on the tracks, Committee 1
aims not only at making use of the funding opportunities for its various projects (in the field of
energy, tourism, etc.) but also at providing with a foresight analysis of how future EU cohesion
policy post 2013 could look like. A task force was launched in Amaro, in view of drafting,
together with a group of interested Regions, a White Paper on the AER vision of EU cohesion
policy post 2013. The work of the Task force will be reinforced by the launch of a forum on the
AER website. Any interested Region will be invited to forward its views on this issue to the
AER Secretariat.

SOCIAL POLICIES & PUBLIC HEALTH COMMITTEE

AER E-health Network is launched!

25 regions from across Europe attended the seminar on e-health organised in Brussels on
15" February 2007, which marked the launch of the new AER E-he@Ith network. This network
will bring together regions that are already working on, or are interested in developing, e-
health tools. At the Brussels seminar, the regions discussed the latest developments in e-
health and how the use of e-health tools can improve the quality and contribute to the financial
sustainability of health services. The European Commission welcomed the launch of the e-
health network, affirming that the regions are integral partners if e-health is to be used widely
across Europe. Member regions presented their proposals for cooperation projects and
discussed potential funding opportunities under the EC financing programmes.

Want to learn more? Want to join the e-health network? Please contact the Committee
Secretariat. The regions' project proposals and all other seminar presentations are available
at: http://www.a-e-r.org/events/health-social-affairs-committee/2007/e-health-seminar.html

Gender Equality: network members adopt key themes for 2007

A first working meeting was held in Brussels (B) on 23 March 2007, following the
International Women® Day celebrations and in collaboration with the Administration of Local
Authorities of the Ministry of the Brussels-Capital Region. Mrs Brigitte Grouwels, Secretary of
State in charge of Equal Opportunities for the Brussels-Capital Region, welcomed 50
participants from 29 regions and 13 countries. Due to technical restrictions, the Group had to
limit the number of participants and regretfully had to turn away a few participants. The Group
is extremely happy and proud of its success, and would like even more regions to join.

The Brussels meeting allowed participants to discover the Belgian Institute for the Equality of
Women and Men, a public federal institution mandated to ensure and promote equal
opportunities for women and men and to combat any form of discrimination and inequality
based on gender. To do so, it develops and sets up, within an appropriate legal framework,
structures, strategies, and relevant tools and actions. The Institute® primary focus is to firmly
anchor this notion of gender equality in society so that it becomes de facto and de jure in
mentalities and practices. Created in 2002, this Institute is unique in Europe, and it
collaborates closely with Belgian regions and networks, making it an extremely valuable model
for countries and regions all across Europe.

% On 22 January, the AER organised a meeting between Danuta HYbner and the AER Romanian counties of the Centru Region.
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Participants were also able to visit @AmazoneQ a centre which was set up in 1995 as a contact
centre for women and women's organisations and which has now developed into a resource
centre for equality between men and women. Participants had the opportunity to discuss with
representatives from different organisations and were keen to learn how to set up similar
structures in their home regions.

The Group debated Women and Migration, thanks to the valuable contribution of the
European Women® Lobby (EWF), and learned more about Gender mainstreaming and equal
opportunities in spatial and regional development thanks to Salzburg's exciting GenderAlp!
Project.

For more information please contact the Committee Secretariat.

Integrating ethnic minorities: the Regions' commitments

In the context of the EU Year of Equal Opportunities and at the invitation of Baranya County
Council (H), the Committee organised a seminar entitled "The Regions' Role in Integrating
Ethnic Minorities" (29-30 March 2007, PZcs). Bringing together over 100 representatives from
38 regions, the seminar raised awareness on the issues surrounding the integration of ethnic
minorities and gave regions an opportunity to share examples from their regions on how to
develop effective housing, employment, education or even communication policies.

The participating regions adopted a declaration on the integration of ethnic minorities, which
lists a series of commitments the regions will undertake. The regions will adopt a rounded
policy approach, with coordinated initiatives in a variety of policy areas including employment,
housing, education, political participation and media policies.

All information on this event, including the final Declaration and the presentations made, are
available at:
http://www.a-e-r.org/events/health-social-affairs-committee/2007/seminar-and-plenary-com-2.html

Contributions to EU consultations:
The future of health services in Europe

Cross-border health care provision is a reality that the regions encounter on a daily basis and
they support the clarification of the laws and administrative procedures that govern cross-
border health service delivery. In the AER contribution to this consultation, the regions
however also stressed the need to acknowledge and limit the potential effect of EC rules on
cross-border health services on the regions' powers to organise, finance and provide their
health services more generally. The AER therefore called for a wider debate on health
services in Europe and suggested that any initiatives in this area are coordinated with
developments in social services, in light of the links between the two sectors. The full AER
contribution is available at:
http://www.a-e-r.org/home-en/top-priority-issues/services-of-general-interest-directive-services/services-
of-general-interest-services-directive.html

The future European Health Strategy

In our contribution to the development of a European Health Strategy, the regions emphasised
the importance of mainstreaming health across all EU policies. In terms of political priorities,
the regions suggested that e-health, improving the availability and delivery of health services,
redressing health inequalities and preventing alcohol-related harm should figure among the
top EU health priorities. The full text of the AER contribution is available at: http://www.a-e-
r.org/main-issues/health-social-affairs.html

Upcoming events

Emergency Planning: NEW network launched and seminar - REGISTER NOW !!!

To mark the launch of the new AER Emergency Planning Seminar, we are organising a
seminar at the kind invitation of Devon County Council (UK) on 18-19 May 2007.
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Issues to be addressed: flood prevention; responding to maritime incidents; developing
regional safety belts. For the full agenda and registration form, please visit:
http://www.a-e-r.org/events/health-social-affairs-committee/2007/emmergency-planning.html

12 October 2007, Timis (RO) b VII ™ Gender Equality Conference

22-23 October 2007, A-ores (P) B Next Committee Plenary session & conference

The Committee 2 members and Secretariat thank the regions of Wallonie (B), Bruxelles-Capitale (B)
and Baranya (H) for their excellent hospitality and their contribution to the success of the Committee
events.

CULTURE, EDUCATION & TRAINING, YOUTH, MEDIA AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY ,
INTERREGIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATION COMMITTEE

Olnternational Solidarity® Working Group launches close co-operation with UNDP

During a meeting on 19" January in Geneva (CH), the Working Group, chaired by Mrs Marie-
Francoise Muller (Burgundy), decided to actively co-operate with the UNDP in the framework
of the UNDP ART Gold programme which enables European regions to create development
projects and policies in the target countries with the support of the UNDP structures.

The first step will be communicating UNDP projects to the AER member regions. Following
this, pilot projects will be facilitated by study trips of interested regions: the first will be to
Serbia on 16-17" April and to Morocco in September 2007. In this way, AER member regions
will face less problems to initiate and support concrete development projects in Europe, Africa,
Latin America and Asia.

For more information: http://www.a-e-r.org/events/culture-education-youth-
committee/2007/meetings-and-visit-of-undp-projects-in-serbia-serbia-16th-to-18th-april-2007.html

AER Youth Team met in Brussels and established contact with the European
Commission

The AER Youth Team met on 31% January and 1% February to receive training regarding
project management and to further develop its work programme 2007 which now also focuses
on concrete projects in the regions, among them an eco-school project, events on healthy
living as well as the topic of youth and media.

Following an invitation, the Youth Team also visited the European Commission headquarters
in Brussels to exchange their views on youth involvement in Europe with the assistant of
Commissioner Wallstrsm, Mr Lars FalkebSck. They addressed in particular the Commission®
Plan @Q the AER Mainstreaming Youth scheme and the projects it involves. Both sides
agreed that the AER could deliver substantial support to increase the involvement of young
people in European discussions and that the AER and the European Commission should
intensify their cooperation to bring Europe and European Institutions closer to young adults.

For more information:  http://www.a-e-r.org/main-issues/youth/the-aer-youth-team.html

European Youth Ambassadors met with Commissioner WallstrSm

On 26th February, the European Youth Ambassadors (EYA) met in Brussels with the
European Commissioner for Institutional Relations and Communications, Margot WallstrSm, in
the presence of MEPs Graham Watson (Liberals), Jan Wiersma (Socialists) and Pierre
Jonckheer (Greens).

2% %

|
e aer ®
4 are
. vre

www.a-e-r.org



-8-

"You are very important, you are the real VIPs. It is up to you to be tomorrow's decision-
makers. You're going to take over Europe and shape it.", Commissioner WallstrSm welcomed
the group (see also: Press Release).

The meeting provided the EYAs with the opportunity to present to Commissioner WallstrSm a
selection of four projects, which they currently implement in their regions. The projects focus
on communicating Europe among youngsters ("Projekt Mio" - Norrbotten/S, "Europeers" -
West Sussex/GB), health issues ("Target Health" - Vestfold/N) as well as the knowledge of
Europe among school pupils in Brussels ("Europe?!" B Brussels-Capital/B).

EYAs: http://www.a-e-r.org/events/youth-summer-school/2000-2009/youth-summer-school-2006.html

AER Regions launch first Europe-wide "Theatre Initiative"

In order to support the European co-operation between the regions and the theatres in
Europe, the AER and the German (Theater an der RuhrOorganised on 16th March in the
Brussels the launch of a theatre initiative. The meeting was attended by over 30 participants,
representing AER member regions and regional theatres.

The newly established network will work on:
- a common internet platform, which will act as an exchange forum for regions and
theatres;
- exchange projects among members, in order to widen their range of work experience;
- the organisation of meetings and schemes on specific thematic issues, plus the
exchange of know-how.

The next meeting of the network, which will include seminars and workshops on the issue of
theatre funding and sponsorship, will take place next autumn, in the framework of a regional
theatre festival.

Regional theatres interested in joining the network or in hosting the upcoming meeting are
invited to contact the AER Secretariat.

For more information : http://www.a-e-r.org/news/2007/2007031901.html

AER organizes conference on Euroregions in South Eastern Europe

In collaboration with the Hanns-Seidel-Foundation, the AER organized on 28" March a
conference in Brussels to discuss the concept of the Euroregion and its implementation in
South Eastern Europe. The first part of the conference led to a critical evaluation of the
successes and challenges of previous experiences, while the second half focused on future
policy options in view of interregional co-operation in South Eastern Europe. Special emphasis
lay also on the new legal instrument of European Groupings of Territorial Cooperation (EGTC)
where the AER will follow the developments closely and provide in June/July 2007 a training
opportunity for members.

AER SUMMER SCHOOL AND YOUTH SUMMER SCHOOL ‘

The AER Summer School and Youth Summer School will take place in 2007 in Devon (UK)
from 26" August to 1% September. The ‘Summer Schools will focus upon the theme
OEnvironment and Sustainable DevelopmentO.

The main Summer School is aimed at officers and politicians working in international affairs in
regional administrations. The objective of the Summer School will be to provide participants
with hands-on training in a range of skills that they need in order to be able to successfully
undertake European co-operation projects in the field of environment and sustainable
development.

2% %

|
~aaer ™
4 are
® s o N vre

www.a-e-r.org



-9.

Workshops will be provided in a wide range of areas, including: project management,
European projects, press and communications and presentation skills. Programmes, practical
details and registration forms will soon become available on:
http://www.a-e-r.org/events/summer-school.html

The Youth Summer School will bring together a large group of participants between the ages
of 18 and 24 who wish to play a positive role in engaging young people in their regions in the
field of environment and sustainable development. It will provide participants with the
opportunity to debate the role of young people in shaping European society of the 21 century
and to discuss their views on how Europe needs to develop if it is to fully adapt to
environmental needs and developments. Workshops will also be provided in a wide range of
skills, including intercultural communication skills and skills for conducting European projects.
Further details will soon become available on:

http://www.a-e-r.org/events/youth-summer-school.html

EURODYSSEY

Since January 1, 2007, the Azores (P) have taken over the Presidency of the Eurodyssey
Program, which offers young people between the ages of 18 and 30 to spend a period of
between 3 and 7 months abroad, gathering work experience and acquiring foreign language
skills. The program@® steering committee met therefore in Ponta Delgada to meet the staff and
discuss the program® future developments. Among other things, it has been decided that the
Eurodyssey Forum will be held on September 21 and 22 in the Romanian region of
Hunedoara, birthplace of the Romanian nation and language.

Cashing in on what had been accomplished in the previous months, the program is proud to
welcome Bourgogne (F) and Picardie (F) as nhew members. With now 27 member regions,
Eurodyssey will keep on working hard at integrating 12 new regions, which started the
accession process®. And prospects look promising indeed, as two more regions, Midi-
PyrZnZes (F) and Friuli Venezia Giulia (1), expressed their intention of joining the program.
Both will be sponsored by Catalunya (E), while the Azores (P) will sponsor Cluj (RO).

So far, some 154 placements were organized in 2007. Eurodyssey keeps on collaborating
with many companies, ranging from tiny SMEs to large institutions and big international
companies. Among the 200+ partner companies which hosted Eurodyssey interns these last
months, flower shops and tourism offices stood along with famed institutions such as the
Relais Europe Direct (EU) and the Opéra Royal de Wallonie (B), or big names such as Dow
Corning, Accor Hotels, Laboratoires Ortis, FNAC and Sata Air Asores.

! Andalucia and Cantabria (E), Devon (UK), Arges and Timis (RO), Zentral Schweiz (CH), Sofia (BG), Varazdin
and Zagrebacka (HR), Vojvodina (SRP) and Val dOAosta (1).
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS

2% %

Date Location Event
4 April Brussels (B) Mediterranean Working Group (3)
16-17 April Serbia Study Visit of the Olnternational SolidarityO Working
Group to UNDP projects in Serbia (3)
18-20 April Novi Sad (Sb) Committee 3 Plenary and conference ONo Innovation
without EducationO
7-9 May Hamar (N) Bureau Meeting
Standing Committee on Institutional Affairs and Seminar
on Regionalism in Scandinavia
Standing Committee on Monitoring and Evaluation
18 May Devon (UK) Meeting on Emergency Planning (2)
1 June Stuttgart (D) Seminar on regional economic development (1)
8 June St. Gallen (CH) | Meeting of the Summer School Organising Committee
26 August Exeter (UK) Meeting of the Youth Team
26 August D1 Exeter (UK) AER Summer Schools OEnvironment & Sustainable
September DevelopmentO
i aer ®
4 are
o vre

www.a-e-r.org



