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AER Quarterly Report (April- June 2008)
FOREWORD BY THE SECRETARY GENERAL

Dear members and friends,

First of all, I would like to congratulate Michèle Sabban, Vice-President of the region Île-De-France, who has been appointed AER acting-President following Riccardo Illy’s departure in April. She will remain in office until AER elects a new Presidium during its General Assembly in November. In an interview, Ms. Sabban underlined that her region, “Île-de-France, is happy to assume the AER presidency for some months at the time of the French presidency of the EU. This 'double presidency' shows perfectly our involvement in European politics”.
We recently launched a Europe-wide movement called “Subsidiarity is a word”, which aims at ensuring this word’s recognition in Microsoft Word spell-check and in dictionaries across Europe and the world. The logic of the movement is simple: by ensuring that the word itself is fully recognised in all languages, we can better promote understanding of the principle among citizens. And the more citizens understand the value of the principle, the more the EU, its member states and other nations will be compelled to fully respect that principle in political and legislative practice. With your support, the movement will continue to gain momentum in the months to follow. For further information please go to: http://www.aer.eu/events/press-communications/2008/subsidiarity-campaign.html.

Last but not least, I encourage you to get involved in our General Assembly and share your good practices with European counterparts on “Migration and integration: regional solutions to a European challenge”. AER will provide you with numerous opportunities to showcase your regional knowledge and learn from others! Examples of good practices, debates on controversial issues, workshops and a special session of the training academy are just some of the features of this year’s GA. Online registration and more information is already available under: http://www.aer.eu/events/2/2008/ga.html
Best regards

Klaus Klipp

Secretary General
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Standing Committee on Institutional Affairs

Communicating Europe Conference gathers 80 participants in Brussels 

“Europe: So close yet so far?” was the title of the first AER conference on communicating Europe, gathering around 80 regional representatives and journalists at the Representation of the Land of Hessen in Brussels in May. The keynote speaker was Danuta Hübner, Commissioner for Regional Policy. The conference was designed around the AER Award Communicating Europe, which the AER launched for the first time in 2007. The aim was to gather regions, exchange good practices and ideas as well as to understand where the challenges lie in European communication. 

	[image: image1.jpg]



	AER Award helps regions to position themselves. Sisak-Moslavina from Croatia received, for its project „Youth building path to Europe“, a doubling of its budget from their foreign affairs ministry as a result of having received the AER Award.  The AER Award supports regions in positioning themselves in their country and in Europe. The panel discussion “Regional Media: Bridge or blockade?” revealed that it is sometimes easier to communicate Europe via one’s neighbours than via Brussels. Human interest stories are easier to get from neighbouring regional politicians than from EU Commissioners who are seldom known to the public.


Elements of entertainment, such as the TV Quiz show proposed by the Austrian region of Kärnten may help to develop positive feelings about Europe. 

Swedish journalist Patrik Oksanen, who had spent a year as correspondent in Brussels, stated that on the one hand journalists are drowning in information, while on the other hand it is difficult for a journalist to find the right person to contact within the Commission. 

Jean-Lemaître, coordinator of a European journalist school, said that France was a good example of how the “No” to the Constitution created a lively and excellent debate on Europe in the population. 

The Lisbon Treaty however is again an example of communication behind closed doors and a lack of dialogue with the population. 

Standing Committee on Institutional Affairs Meeting in Wroclaw, Poland 

The Standing Committee on Institutional Affairs held its meeting alongside the Presidium and the Bureau. After a discussion on the implementation of the subsidiarity principle in the Lisbon Treaty, Urs Müller from BAK Basel presented the first results from the AER-BAK study on decentralisation indicators.

AER Training Academy

The last session of the AER Training Academy for the academic year 2007/08 took place in Brussels in June. Over 20 regional representatives from all over Europe were trained in EU decision making and funding. On the request of and in cooperation with the Sarajevo canton, the AER organised a training session in Sarajevo in May 2008. Among the participants were staff members from various regional ministries and the regional development agency. The AER plans to continue with the basic Training Academy module, and will develop more advanced modules for trainings in and outside Brussels. 

Governor from Donetsk to meet Danuta Hübner in Brussels

As a follow up of the visit of Donetsk Parliamentarians to Brussels the Standing Committee organised a visit by Mr. Blyznyuk, head of the regional council of Donetsk, in June to meet the European Commissioner for Regional Policy, Danuta Hübner, and other representatives from European Institutions. 

Seminar on Regional Democracy in the Ukraine

The region of Donetsk is also organising an all-Ukrainian conference on the issue of territorial and regional reorganisation of Ukrainian regions. AER will contribute with speakers from member regions and institutional know-how. 

Citizens Forums and “Do you Speak European?” competition

AER has organised in close cooperation with its member regions 6 citizens forums, in Gävleborg, Dolny Slask, Republika Srpska, Heves, Wielkopolska, and Västra Götaland. 

The “Do you speak European?” Competition is holding national competitions until the end of August. Thirty-six AER regions from 12 countries have registered for the final event in December. 

Economy and regional development committee (1)
Cohesion policy

Adoption of an AER definition of territorial cohesion

The AER Task force on cohesion policy 2014+ met in Brussels on 18 April 2008. The meeting started with a debriefing on two key events in the field of cohesion policy where AER delegates were present, namely: the Conference of the Slovenian Presidency held in Maribor, on 3 April, and the Hearing of DG Regio on territorial cohesion, held on 15 April in Brussels. The meeting then focused on the concept of territorial cohesion. A draft definition of this concept was proposed and later adopted by the AER Bureau in Wroclaw. It will be used as a basis of an official AER answer to the upcoming Green Paper on Territorial Cohesion, to be published on 23 September. The AER answers to DG Regio’s hearing, a report of the Maribor Conference and the AER definition of territorial cohesion can be downloaded at: http://www.aer.eu/main-issues/cohesion-regional-policy.html  (Please log in to access the documents!)

Advanced AER position on cohesion policy 2014+

Following the meeting of the Task Force on 18 April, the following two-fold approach was adopted with regards to future AER strategy on cohesion policy:

· on the one hand, AER must strengthen its political message on future cohesion policy, by focusing on the priorities and objectives of this major policy for our regions;

· on the other hand, it is necessary to have detailed proposals on the future management, implementation and monitoring of EU cohesion policy 2014+.

In parallel with the more technical activities
, the AER Committee 1 Secretariat, together with Mr Andersson, the Task force chairman, have developed a political paper on cohesion policy 2014+. This paper was adopted at the AER Bureau in Wroclaw on 11 June and can be downloaded under: http://www.aer.eu/main-issues/cohesion-regional-policy.html 

AER participation in the meeting of the COR working group on cohesion policy

On 28 May, AER took part in the 3rd meeting of the COR working group on cohesion policy, which focused on the issue of governance. The report of this meeting is available under:

http://www.aer.eu/main-issues/cohesion-regional-policy.html  

(Please log in to access the documents!)

More funds for satellite information and services (SIS)

A joint AER-Eurisy position paper was adopted by the AER Bureau in Wroclaw. 

This paper calls for enhanced synergy between the FP7 funds and the structural funds, in order to allow Regions to better plan the funding and use of SIS in their regional development policy.  This paper can be downloaded under:

http://www.aer.eu/main-issues/cohesion-regional-policy.html 

Innovation

AER Innovation Award

The deadline for the Award was postponed to 30 June. The winning Regions will be announced during the next AER General Assembly to be held in Tampere, mid-November. For more information on this Award, including the winners from past editions, go to:

http://www.aer.eu/home-en/main-issues/economic-development/aer-innovation-award.html 

Tourism

Cooperation between AER and BITS

AER was involved in the BITS Conference held in Barcelona, with Thomas Carlsson, Coordinator of AER’s working group on sustainable and social tourism, speaking about tourism and climate change. The report of this conference will be presented in the next working group meeting in Linz on 28 October and is available under: http://www.aer.eu/main-issues/tourism.html 
AER web portal on tourism

After the decision made to make the webportal free of charge for all AER member regions deciding to take part in 2008, the update of the web portal has been launched and will be available to the public by early July. All regions are welcome to contact the AER secretariat to join the new version of the web portal! Please contact Estelle Delangle (e.delangle@aer.eu )

Rural Development

The AER participated in the launching Conference of Rur@ct, a new network aiming at developing tools to improve the transferability of best practices in the field of rural development. The AER is involved in Rur@ct’s steering committee and was represented at this Conference by Brian Greenslade, AER Vice-president Treasurer and leader of Devon County Council. More information on Rur@ct available at: http://www.ruract.eu 
EU Projects

OMC-Net

AER Committee 1 is preparing a project application under the FP7 Capacities - OMC-Net call for proposals. The project is entitled “REFER” - “Regions of Europe Fostering Energy Research” - and aims at developing sound regional policies to encourage SME investment in energy R&D. Confirmed partners are Kirsehir (TR), Lazio (IT), Maramures (RO), Sisak-Moslovina (HR), South Denmark (DK), Styria (AT), Varazdin (HR) and AER. The deadline for project submission is 26 June 2008.

Other pending applications:

The AER Committee 1 is involved in two Interreg IVC projects: 

· PRESERVE project: Peer Reviews for Sustainable Eco-Regions via Europe. Main focus: sustainable tourism. AER is Lead Partner.

· MORE4NRG project: Peer Reviews and studies to assess the energy potential of Regions and monitor the progress made towards their energy targets. Lead Partner: Flevoland (NL)

The answer to these applications is expected in September. 

The AER also gave its support to a series of projects:

· TouPes project (IEE), on energy services in the tourism industry; 

· TRANSMED project, (Med Programme) to strengthen the effectiveness and coordination of regional policies for rural development and improve the governance of rural areas through the LEADER methodology.
· INES project (1st call of Central Europe) on Interregional Network for Excellence in Service Innovation. 

Social Policy & Public Health committee (2)
Spring 2008 Committee Meeting, Umeå, 2-3 June 2008

“Regional Responses to Demographic Challenges” Seminar

Moderated by two AER Youth Ambassadors, Olov Oskarsson and Rasmus Molund (Jämtland, S), this seminar adopted a youth perspective to the challenge of an ageing society. Participants discussed how to encourage fertility rates, how to keep older persons active and healthy for longer, as well as the extent to which migration can be a response to demographic challenges. Speakers encouraged participants to take action now, to restructure their health and social systems and their budget priorities and to start looking after tomorrow’s old people, i.e. themselves, today. All presentations and key outcomes are available at: http://www.aer.eu/events/health-social-affairs-committee/2008/plenary-demographics-conf.html
Committee 2 Plenary Session & Upcoming Committee 2 elections

Key discussion topics were the future European cohesion policy and its importance for regional health and social policies, as well as the latest developments for EU rules in healthcare services. The Committee network leaders presented their recent activities (see below for more details). Presentations and working documents are available at the above link. The elections for Committee President and Vice-President will take place at the next Committee meeting. Candidates for these posts and nominations should be sent to the Committee Secretariat no later than 29th August 2008.

The Committee members and Secretariat thank Västerbotten County Council (S) for their warm hospitality and the excellent organisation of these events. 

eHe@lth Network

Network Meeting – Vienna, 11th April 2008
The AER eHealth network members met in Vienna. The regions’ presentations and key outcomes are available at: http://www.aer.eu/en/events/health-social-affairs-committee/2008/ehealth-meeting.html
The network members and the Committee Secretariat thank the City of the Vienna (A) for their warm hospitality and the excellent organisation of this event. 

AER network participates in EU annual e-Health Ministerial Conference in Slovenia 

The European Commission invited AER representatives to participate in the annual eHealth Ministerial Conference, which was co-organised with the Slovenian EU Presidency on 6-7 May 2008. Participation in this conference is restricted to representatives of national governments and authorities. The AER representatives prepared briefing notes for AER members on the sessions they attended. You will find further information on this event at: 

http://www.aer.eu/en/home-en/main-issues/health/e-health.html
Emergency Planning Network 

Seminar on Crisis Communication in the event of Pandemics has been postponed

The seminar organised with the Västernorrland County Council (S) on Sandoe Island for 15-16 May 2008 was unfortunately postponed. We will inform you of the new date shortly! The network members and the Committee Secretariat thank Västernorrland County Council (S) for all their work in preparing this event. 

Regions React! – AER project proposal still on track 

The AER project proposal will be submitted under the next call for proposals of Interreg IVC. If you are interested in more information, please contact the Committee Secretariat. 

Equal Opportunities Working Group

NEW name for working group!!! Introducing the AER Observatory for Gender Issues 

The members of the working group have decided to give themselves a new name! From now on, the ‘AER Working Group on Equal Opportunities between Men and Women’ will be known as the AER Observatory for Gender Issues (AER OGI). The change of name is not only due to the length and difficulty of the previous title, but also because members felt that the status of Observatory better reflects their role within the AER: the role of the Observatory on Gender Issues is to disseminate information and good practice on gender equality to all AER member regions and to ensure that all the AER structures respect and uphold the principles of gender equality. More information on OGI’s work is available on the Observatory’s homepage: http://www.aer.eu/main-issues/equal-opportunities.html
Working Meeting – Brussels, 11th April 2008 – Key Outcomes 

The AER Observatory for Gender Issues was born at the occasion of the group’s working meeting in Brussels. During this meeting, members learned about the potential of regional microfinance to encourage entrepreneurship among women, in particular of a migrant origin. Microfinance systems give women access to employment and economic independence, by sidestepping the discrimination they offer encounter before the banking systems, and are a vehicle for better integration within the social system. Regions also discussed the problems migrant women encounter, and in particular the violence they are often subjected to. The meeting documents, presentations and outcomes are available at: http://www.aer.eu/en/events/1/2008/equal-opportunities-brussels.html
The member regions and the Committee Secretariat thank the Belgian Institute for Equality between Women and Men for their warm hospitality. 

Preventing Alcohol Related Harm

2nd AER Alcohol Peer Review: Availability of Alcohol (Umeå, 4 June 2008)

The second AER alcohol peer review was an opportunity for regions to discuss how availability of alcohol is regulated in their respective countries and to exchange ideas on how best to enforce availability restrictions. Although availability rules differ across Europe, all regions agreed that there are certain cases/areas where alcohol should not be made available, including to minors, at petrol stations or in front of schools. Jönköping (S) presented their model for a ‘Responsible Beverage Service’, whereby local and regional actors work with the service industry (bars, restaurants etc) to train and support them in implementing availability rules. A handbook on this model, as a well as the presentations made during the meeting and the key outcomes of this peer review, are available on our website: http://www.aer.eu/en/home-en/main-issues/health/alcohol-prevention/aer-alcohol-peer-reviews.html
AER contribution to the European Alcohol Policy Conference, 3-5 April 2008 (Barcelona, E)

The AER co-organised a series of workshops on implementing alcohol policy in the regions and local authorities during this conference. Models of successful policy design and implementation were presented during these sessions. The key lessons learned were that regions and local authorities need to work together closely in shaping and implementing prevention policies. Success lies in working with all potential stakeholders, so regions should create the discussion where all actors (ranging from the police to the service industry and including universities and experts) can work together and develop coordinated rounded policies. For further information please contact the Committee Secretariat.
culture, education and training, Youth, Media & Information technologies, Interregional and international cooperation committee (3)
Culture

AER initiates interregional cooperation in cultural tourism

Committee 3's meeting in Ustron (14-16 May 2008) started with a Seminar on cultural tourism. Experts from the University of Pannonia (Veszprém), ICOMOS' International Cultural Tourism Committee and the Centre for Cultural Tourism Research from Zuyd University in Maastricht gave the participants an overview of the factors that determine the success of cultural tourism. Furthermore, strategies for regional policy development and management were presented (see contributions online at: http://www.aer.eu/en/events/committee-3-culture-education-interregional-cooperation/2008/com3ustron.html).

The presentations also included innovative examples and projects notably from the Regions of Slaskie, Västerbotten and Devon as well as the Working Community of the Danube countries.

Building on this first exploration, AER will foster interregional cooperation in cultural tourism by opening new strands, notably through the AER visiting cards and the AER tourism website and by integrating this aspect in its future project database.
Committee 3 to explore - in an interdisciplinary approach - the benefits of culture to health

On the basis of a proposal from the Region of Västerbotten, Committee 3 has launched a working group on "Culture and its impact on health". Starting from the observation that cultural exercise and interaction can enhance a person's well being and improve its health status, AER wants to establish contacts with existing networks, practitioners and researchers, in order to inventory interesting research projects and examples of best practices. Regions that dispose of experience in this field are invited to share it and to send their contributions (see contact details below). The work will lead up to a presentation in a European conference that is supposed to take place in autumn 2009 or spring 2010.

The working group, composed of Regions from Sweden and the UK, is looking for more members, preferably from Central and Eastern Europe and the Mediterranean. Interested Regions should contact Marita Fransson (County Councillor and Chair of the working group; mobile 0046 70 699 19 67; e-mail marita.fransson@vll.se) or Karin Westling (Officer for Cultural Affairs; mobile 0046 70 227 08 81; telephone 00 46 90 785 72 58; e-mail karin.westling@vll.se) from the County Council of Västerbotten, Köksvägen 11, S-901 89 Umeå.
Education & Training

Comenius Regio Working Group kicks off new Programme

The EU Commission's Comenius Regio Working Group, in which the AER participated, has finished its work on the framework conditions for this new strand under the Comenius programme. The Commission is currently finalising the documents for the first call for proposals, which will, starting in 2009, allow for multilateral school partnerships that involve between two and four Regions. The partnerships are designed to encourage cooperation activities between local and regional authorities. They aim at exchanging best practices, developing tools for sustainable cooperation and offering European learning experiences to teachers and students. Eligible partners will be allocated grants of up to 40.000 €.

The work on education of travelling and migrant children to underpin the AER General Assembly

Following its meeting in Ustron, Committee 3 will prepare a questionnaire to be sent to its member regions in order to inventory best practices and possibilities for cooperation in the education of travelling and migrant children. The work in this field shall not only provide examples for case studies to be presented in the framework of this year's General Assembly (“From Migration to Integration: Regional solutions to a European challenge”, Tampere, 13 & 14 November), but also provide elements to underpin AER's position concerning the EU Commission's forthcoming Green Paper on Migrant education.

Youth

AER Youth Ambassadors' projects screened and awarded by European Commission

As participants in the last AER Youth Summer School, the AER Youth Ambassadors had received the task of implementing a project promoting and encouraging sustainable development in their home region. In the grand final, the results were presented to Mr. Ladislav MIKO, Director of Directorate B/DG ENV (Protecting the Natural Environment) at the European Commission. Following his evaluation, Anton Kuzmin's (Olomuc/CZ) 'Debating tournament for the Healthier surroundings' was selected as the winning project.

For further information on the AER Youth Ambassador's Sustainable Development projects please visit: http://www.aer.eu/home-en/main-issues/youth/aer-youth-ambassadors-project.html.
AER Youth Regional Network under development

The AER is currently collecting information concerning youth organisations as well as youth councils and/or parliaments that will feed into a contact database and provide the grounds for a case study on the situation of young people in the European Regions and their participation in political life. The process forms the basis for the launch of the future AER Youth Regional Network (YRN) that will kick off in the second half of 2008.

Interregional and International Cooperation

Cooperation with UNDP is gearing up

In a series of meetings, UNDP has shown its interest in the AER peer review system as well as its work on environment and the mitigation of climate change. In this field, a partnership for sustainable development has been set up (see Committee 1).

AER also participated in the FOGAR conference on a “Territorial Approach to Development” in Tangiers, 12-14 May 2008, during which the organisations explored possibilities for deepening their cooperation in the framework of FOGAR.

AER participates in European Development Days (EDD) 2008

The AER will be present with a stand and contribute to the debates in the framework of this year's edition of the European Development Days (Strasbourg, 15 to 17 November). Details are currently under preparation.

For further information on the EDDs: http://www.eudevdays.eu/Public/index.html
AER's position on Local Governance in territorial development

In view of the preparation of the European Development Days, the European Commission had launched a Consultation for the preparation of a communication on an EU approach to democratic local governance, decentralisation and territorial development. AER submitted, with the input from its member regions, a common position (click here in order to download the corresponding PDF-file) in reply to the Commission's issues paper.

AER Brussels office
The AER Brussels Office - as our organisation’s antenna in the capital of Europe - fulfils the main functions of a liaison office. These include representation, policy influence and information gathering. As an information service for representations of AER member regions, we deliver a daily monitoring on relevant policy developments and news of regional interest and send out AER Funding Trackers whenever a relevant call for proposals has been published. We work to further establish a network of Brussels-based representations of our member regions and to develop the key hub of regional activity in Brussels. In doing so, the Brussels office gives extensive support to all AER committees. 

Within the last three months, the AER Brussels Office has received delegations from member regions, such as the county councils Dalarna, Örebro and Jönköping, as well as groups of students interested in European Affairs – from the Open University Scotland, Quebec University and the Italo-Belgian Chamber of Commerce - to present AER and our current activities. In addition, AER Brussels Office held meetings with around 20 regional representations of AER members.  

We organise AER Breakfast Briefings on a monthly basis for Brussels representatives of AER member regions. These meetings focus on specific topics of common interest to regions. On 8th April 2008, 38 representatives came together for a Breakfast Briefing on the ‘European Research Area and Regions’ in the AER Brussels Office. Our guest speaker, Mr Marnix Surgeon from the European Commission, DG Research, presented the recent developments in the European research Area (ERA), the Commission’s Green Paper “The European research Area: New perspectives” and the result of the public consultations, in particular the contributions from regions. Furthermore, Mr Surgeon outlined a current call for proposals on R&D policy coordination and AER presented a project idea within the framework of this call for proposals.

On 14th May 2008, 26 representatives attended a Breakfast Briefing on the “Regional Approach to the IPA Pre-Accession Instrument” with the key intervention of Mrs Helen Lund, Member of the CoR and Mr Bernd Wild, European Commission, DG Enlargement. The meeting took place on the invitation of the Representation of the Sarajevo Canton and the House of Croatian Regions. While Mr Wild outlined the main cornerstones of IPA, Mrs Lund underlined the importance of involving local and regional authorities onsite to define the concrete objectives and implementation of IPA. 

The last AER Breakfast Briefing in this quarter took place on 24 June 2008 in the representation of Poitou-Charentes. We invited the Head of the ESPON Coordination Unit, Mr Peter Mehlbye, to give an overview on the ESPON 2013 programme and the possible benefits of the result for regional policy-makers. In front of 24 participants, Mr Mehlbye also invited AER’s members to participate in a consultation on future research topics that would benefit regions. 

The last AER Breakfast Briefing before the summer break will deal with the programme “Youth in Action” and the current AER initiatives in the field of Youth policies. 
Eurodyssey Programme
Membership and exchanges

Between January and early June, 301 trainees took part in exchanges between the member regions of the programme. The regions of Andalucia and Midi-Pyrénées are currently finalising their mentoring period (test exchanges with one partner region) before becoming a full member of the programme.

Programme promotion, representation activities and meetings

Regarding representation activities, the Azores (Eurodyssey presidency and secretariat) had the opportunity to advocate for membership in the programme. In this context, they joined the Swedish AER member regions in their national meeting on 7th May in Örnsköldsvik, where they also met the Europaforum Norra Sverige.

In the framework of the meetings of Committee 3 in Ustron (15 & 16 May), the representative from the Azores briefly presented the programme as well as the outline of the forthcoming annual Forum (Ponta Delgada, 11 to 13 September).

The Eurodyssey Steering Committee met on 19 & 20 September in Marseille (F) in order to prepare the annual Forum and to discuss the smooth running and the development of the programme.

New flyers

The Azores edited a new promotional flyer for the programme. Depending on the audience, they exist in a version for regional authorities, one for enterprises and one for the young persons.

To order your copy, please contact: Sr. André Craveiro, E-Mail: Andre.LM.Craveiro@azores.gov.pt, Tel: 00351 296 30 80 00, Fax: 00351 296 30 81 93 - Agência para a qualificação e Emprego de Ponta Delgada, Rua Dr. José Bruno Tavares Carreiro, s/n, P-9500-119 Ponta Delgada).

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

	Date
	Location
	Event

	1st week of July


	Ljubljana (SLO)
	AER participation in European conference on enlargement in the western Balkans

	3-4 July
	Sofia (BG)
	AER participation in the 1st regional meeting on trans-border cooperation, sustainable development, territories and decentralised cooperation in the Balkans

	10 July
	Brussels (B)
	Breakfast briefing Youth (tbc)

	11 July 


	Brussels (B)
	Meeting with the other interregional organisations on the Future of EU cohesion policy

	15 July
	Donetsk (UKR)
	Seminar on Regional Democracy

	24-30 August
	Östersund (S)
	Participation of the Eurodyssey secretariat in the AER Summer School and Youth Summer School

	11-13 September
	Azores (P)
	Eurodyssey Annual Forum 

	10-11 September
	St. Pölten (A)
	Committee 3 Sub-Committees and Plenary Meeting

	18-19 September
	Valencia (ES)


	Committee 2 plenary and annual conference of the AER Observatory for Gender Issues

“Equal Access to the Labour Market” http ://www.aer.eu/events/1/2008/viiith-aer-conference-on-equal-opportunities.html

	25 September 


	Luzern (CH)


	AER eHe@lth network seminar

“Overcoming Legal Challenges to eHealth” 

	3 October 


	Badhof Gastein (A)


	Contribution of AER eHe@lth Network to the European Health Forum Gastein

	9 October


	Brussels (B)


	AER Contribution to the Open Days workshop : 

“eHealth- from early promise to sustainable solutions” (9-11am)

	10 October
	Paris (F)
	Standing Committee on Institutional Affairs and Bureau meeting

	27-28 October 


	Linz, Upper-Austria (A)


	AER Conference on innovation and Committee 1 plenary meeting

	tbc
	Norrbotten (S)
	Kick-off of MORE4NRG project

	3-5 November
	Vienna (A)
	Cultural Heritage and technology

	12-15 November
	Tampere (FIN)
	AER General Assembly

	15th-17th November
	Strasbourg (F)
	AER participation in the European Development Days

	Autumn


	tbc
	Preparatory meeting concerning the Youth Regional network

	December


	tbc
	Technical seminar on future EU cohesion policy

	3 December
	Brussels (B)
	Do you speak European final competion

	10-12 December
	Montpellier (F)
	Second Edition of Energaïa


� Including a seminar with regional civil servants in charge of structural funds management, planned for end 2008
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