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AER Quarterly Report (July- September 2008)
FOREWORD BY THE SECRETARY GENERAL

At the Summer School in Östersund (S), politicians and youth representatives developed common solutions to promote youth entrepreneurship. With its upcoming youth priorities, AER will continue to encourage exchanges of experience and create a network of European youth authorities within its member regions. I am convinced that AER’s path will be followed in the years to come: It is not enough to talk about youth; we must give young people a chance to effectively impact on future policies. That is exactly what AER’s politicians and Youth Team do today.

At the Eurodyssee Forum in Ponta Delgada (Acores/Portugal) we had more regions present and involved in Eurodyssee than ever. The Acores, which manages the secretariat for Eurodyssee, will make sure that the numbers of regions and young interns participating in this unique exchange program will continue to grow.

Our Committee 2 on Social Policy and Public Health Health addressed another burning issue in Valencia. AER member regions took the lead in tackling discrimination in the workplace. Thanks to the newly adopted Regional Equality Pact, AER will award a quality label, "Equal Enterprise", to companies that are striving for true gender equality in the workplace. Experts and member regions made a number of concrete recommendations to shatter the existing "glass ceiling". More information is available under: http://www.aer.eu/en/news/2008/2008091901.html.

As for our upcoming General Assembly on Migration and Integration, we would like to ask you for your best practises on integration which we would like to present in Tampere. Furthermore, I kindly remind you that AER members from each country should agree on a list of Bureau members by mid October at the latest. Registration for the General Assembly is still possible, and I encourage you to book your hotel as soon as possible as there are other events happening in Tampere at the same time.

Best regards

Klaus Klipp

Secretary General
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Standing Committee on Institutional Affairs

AER Award Communicating Europe

The jury for the AER Award Communicating Europe met in Brussels to select the best projects. Winners will be announced at the General Assembly in Tampere. The jury is composed of a journalist from the regional newspaper Glas Istre in Croatia, a media expert from the Institute for Media and Communication Policy in Berlin, an expert from the European Journalism Centre in Brussels as well as the Spokesman of the AER.

Seminar on Regional Democracy in the Ukraine

Together with the region of Donetsk, the AER organised an all-Ukrainian conference on the issue of territorial and regional reorganisation of Ukrainian regions. The aim of the conference was to discuss current developments of regional democracy in Ukraine and to learn from the regional governance experience in other European countries. The AER was represented by its member regions, including: Hessen (DE), Cataluña (ES), St. Gallen (CH) and Vorarlberg (AT). As a result of the conference, the participation of 19 Ukrainian regions adopted a declaration calling for more effective multi-level governance in that country.

Visit to Georgia 

Upon request of the governor of Shida Kartli (Georgia), the AER, represented by the Secretary General, representatives from Hessen and Carinthia and a journalist from the German magazine “Focus”, visited AER member regions in Georgia. Aim of the visit was to get establish personal contacts, to get a first hand experience of the situation and needs of the regions in Georgia and to explore possible cooperation. Besides visiting the regions of Shida Kartli and Adjara, the delegation had the chance to meet with David Tkeshelashvili, State Minister for Regional Issues, UNDP representatives and the head of the GTZ office in Tbilisi.  

AER Citizens’ Forums
 

On 28th June 2008 the VII AER Citizen’s Forum in Banjaluka, Republika Srpska (BiH) offered to the citizens the possibility to discuss and think about the Europe and the benefits of the membership in the European Union. The citizens discussed with regional policymakers as well as with the specialist from the European Commission representation and from the European think thank. For further information, please contact Malgorzata Kucinska, Youth and Citizenship Officer (m.kucinska@aer.eu)

AER Scholarship

The AER offered one annual scholarship for a student from an AER member region to undertake a course of study at Masters degree level in a topic related to regional democracy. The members of the selection jury evaluated the applications and selected the best applications. Laila Tobler from the region Thurgau (CH) obtained the scholarship for one year Master degree at the University of Kent in Brussels in the School of International Studies.

The AER gave its support to the following projects:

· eGovernment: Organisation and modernisation. The example of competitive bidding and award procedures, organized by the German Hertie Foundation, 6-9 October at Eberbach Monastery, Eltville am Rhein. AER members will present their experiences on egovernment. 

Contribution to Projects

Communicating Europe

The AER participated at the CoR’s third inter-institutional communication forum – Communicating Europe: going local on the 17-18th of June 2008. The aim of this forum was to share ideas and best practice on communicating Europe at local and regional level. The AER which was present with a stand used this opportunity to inform the public about its own events and initiatives in this area.
Economy and regional development committee (1)
Cohesion policy

Follow-up activities on territorial cohesion and future regional policy at the AER

AER Committee 1 has started its lobbying work on territorial cohesion, in the perspective of the EC Green Paper due by early October. A coordination meeting was also organised by Committee 1 with other interregional associations, to share first views on the upcoming important steps in the field of cohesion policy. Based on the definition of territorial cohesion adopted in Wroclaw in June, AER is drafting a detailed position to answer this Green Paper. Fore more information, please contact Estelle Delangle: +33 3 88 22 74 38, e.delangle@aer.eu
Climate Change & Energy

AER-UNDP climate change programme 

AER and UNDP have agreed to cooperate in the multilateral partnership programme entitled: “Towards carbon neutral and climate change resilient territories”. The main objective of this programme is to create awareness in developing regions in the world on the implications of climate change on their territories and to foster bilateral partnerships between industrialised and developing regions in order for them to share strategies and tools to mitigate and adapt to climate change. For more information, please contact Estelle Delangle: +33 3 88 22 74 38, e.delangle@aer.eu or Jascha Scheele: +33 3 88 22 74 47, j.scheele@aer.eu
Innovation

AER Innovation Award

The AER technical committee has recently closed up the eligibility check-up of all eleven candidatures submitted to the 2008 Innovation Award. All the projects have been declared admissible and are being evaluated along specific criteria by an international jury. The prize will be awarded on 14 November 2008 at the AER General Assembly in Tampere (FIN). Moreover, AER Committee 1 is currently preparing a significant reform of the Innovation Award, to be officially presented during the Conference on “Innovation, creativity, diversity – The regional dimension of European economic excellence” (Linz on 27-28 October). For more information on this award:

http://www.aer.eu/home-en/main-issues/economic-development/aer-innovation-award.html 

AER /TII cooperation

AER and Technology Innovation International (cooperation platform on innovation) have agreed to cooperate on a number of projects, including the next innovation awards, future training sessions dedicated to AER member regions and other innovation projects to be launched in the near future.

For more information on this collaboration, please contact Estelle Delangle: +33 3 88 22 74 38, e.delangle@aer.eu
EURISY Conference on Regional Policy: Benefits from Satellite Information and Services

AER supported in the organisation of this event, organised by EURISY, where Thomas Andersson, Chairman of the AER Task Force on future cohesion policy and Regional Councillor in Jämtland (S) presented the joint AER/EURISY position “For a facilitated access for Local and Regional Authorities to the benefits of Satellite information and services – Enabling framework conditions.” For more information on the outcomes of this conference, please contact:

Sébastian RIEDER, Eurisy, sebastian.rieder@eurisy.org 

Tourism
AER Webportal on tourism

The first phase of the webportal ‘s update has been completed. The new version is now available to the public. All regions are welcome to contact the AER secretariat to join the new version of the webportal! To see the webportal, please go to: http://www.aertourismnetwork.org 

Please contact Estelle Delangle: +33 3 88 22 74 38, e.delangle@aer.eu
Transport
AEBR Seminar on cross-border transport networks, Zaragoza, 9 September 2008

AER was represented at this seminar organised by the Association of European Border Regions and the Regional Government of Aragón in Zaragoza. The aim was to highlight benefits and costs experienced by regions when developing modern transport means within their borders. Quality, liveability and environment impact of transport systems were discussed, as well as a number of practical case studies coming from various European regions. For more information, please contact AEBR Secretary General, Martin Guillermo Ramirez, (m.Guillermo-Ramirez@euregio.de).   

AER/Hertie Foundation seminar on “Traffic Management Systems”, Frankfurt, 15-17 September 2008

This seminar was dedicated to traffic telematics and traffic management systems. The aim of the conference was to reflect on how to build up a sustainable and operational cooperation network in the traffic policy and traffic control field in order to achieve the ambitious objectives of the Lisbon Strategy respecting the sustainable development principles. For more information, please go to:

http://www.aer.eu/en/events/regional-development/2008/telematicsconference.html 

EU Projects

Recent project application: REFER

AER Committee 1 has submitted a project application under the FP7,Capacities - OMC-Net call for proposal. The project is entitled “REFER” - “Regions of Europe Fostering Energy Research” - and aims at developing sound regional policies to encourage SME investment in energy R&D. Confirmed partners are Kirsehir (TR), Lazio (IT), Maramures (RO), Sisak-Moslovina (HR), South Denmark (DK), Styria (AT), Varazdin (HR) and AER. 

Other applications:

The AER Committee 1 is involved in two Interreg IVC projects, that have just been accepted by the European Commission: 

· PRESERVE project: Peer Reviews for Sustainable Eco-Regions via Europe. Main focus: sustainable tourism. AER is Lead Partner.

· MORE4NRG project: Peer Reviews and studies to assess the energy potential of Regions and monitor the progress made towards their energy targets. Lead Partner: Flevoland (NL)

Support to external projects:

AER also gave its support to an energy project, entitled BEEMM, aiming to develop best practices on ICT-based solutions applied to energy efficiency in public buildings. This project is submitted in the framework of the Competitiveness and Innovation Programme (CIP) and the lead partner is Alsace (F). AER will participate as an observer and contribute to the dissemination of the outcomes.

Social Policy and Public Health committee (2)
VIIIth AER Conference on Equal Opportunities

Autumn 2008 Committee Meeting, Valencia, 18-19 September 2008

“Equal Access to the Labour Market” Seminar

135 participants from 34 regions and 14 European countries condemned all forms of discrimination, whether they are based on gender, race, nationality, age or sexual orientation, and exchanged ideas and strategies on how to finally break the glass ceiling and get women into top jobs. Women’s employment rates are lower than men’s (57.2%), even though women do better at school and university, and women continue to earn 15% less than men for the same work and equal skills. The participating regions also learned about how managers should be trained in age management, in order to better integrate workers over 50 fully profit from their knowledge and experience. The AER Youth Team presented their proposals on how regions can encourage youth entrepreneurship and thereby quickly include young people in the labour market. All presentations, the Valencia Declaration on Gender Equality in the Labour market and the Committee 2 Statement on Equal Access to the Labour market are available at: http://www.aer.eu/events/group-equal-opportunities/2008/valencia.html
Committee 2 Plenary Session 

Committee 2 members decided to contribute to the AER response to the EU Green Paper on territorial Cohesion and stress the importance of health and social policy as an integral element to EU cohesion. The Green Paper, which had not been published at the time of the meeting, is expected to refer to access to services of general interest, including health and social services, and the importance of ICT in health,  which are at the heart of the Committee’s work. 

Members have also decided to focus on the proposed Directive on cross-border healthcare. This focuses on promoting patients’ rights in Europe, but may have important consequences for how regions manage their healthcare services.  Regions who are interested in contributing to the formulation of an AER response to the proposed Directive on cross-border healthcare are invited to contact the Committee Secretariat. The Committee also adopted the 2009 work plan and political priorities. All presentations and adopted documents are available at:

http://www.aer.eu/events/health-social/2008/valencia.html
Outcomes - Committee 2 Elections

Following an open call for nominations, the members present in Valencia elected the following candidates: 

· Committee President: Constantin Ostaficiuc, President of Timis County (RO)

· Committee Vice-President: Christina Wahrolin, Chairperson of the Board for Health and Medical Care, Värmland (S): 

· 1st Vice-President of the AER Observatory for Gender Issues: Monica Karlsson,  County Council Commission for Gender Equality, Norrbotten (S)

· 2nd Vice-President of the AER Observatory for Gender Issues: Maria Stella Ciarletta, Gender Councillor of Region Calabria, Calabria (I) 
· Committee Representative to the Monitoring & Evaluation Standing Committee: Martyna Starc, Member of the Regional Parliament, Silesia (PL)

The proposals for Committee President and Vice-President will be forwarded for approval to the AER Bureau, meeting in Paris on 10 October 2008. 

Preventing Alcohol Related Harm

3rd AER Alcohol Peer Review: Youth & Children (Valencia, 17/09/2008)

The third AER alcohol peer review focused on how to prevent alcohol-related harm among children and young people. Speakers highlighted how young people were still directly targeted by alcohol advertisements and marketing, despite the European rules in existence. Participants concluded that social perceptions about alcohol need to be changed and that parents and schools have an important role to play. School-based interventions should be mainstreamed and young people should be provided alternative leisure time activities. Finally, regions should put more pressure on national and European policy-makers in order to impose and enforce stricter rules regarding availability and marketing of alcohol. 

http://www.aer.eu/en/home-en/main-issues/health/alcohol-prevention/aer-alcohol-peer-reviews.html 

The Committee members and Secretariat thank Comunitat Valenciana (E) for their warm hospitality and the excellent organisation of these events. 

Emergency Planning

AER Network meeting – 19 September 2008

During this brief network meeting members a Valencia representative presented their proposed SIRE project to develop a platform for collecting and processing data in order to provide clear information to people taking decisions during crises. Members agreed that the membership of the group should be increased and that all stakeholders in civil protection that are also active at the regional level, irrespective of whether they are attached to the local or national level, should be invited to participate to the group. A partnership seminar will be organised in early December in Brussels, to allow regions to present their project proposals for the upcoming Interreg IVC call. A brief presentation of the SIRE project is available at: 

http://www.aer.eu/events/health-social/2008/valencia.html
eHe@lth

‘Overcoming Legal Challenges to eHe@lth’, Nottwil (Luzern-CH), 25 September 2008

This AER eHe@lth network seminar examined the legal challenges that regions may encounter when implementing ehealth tools and policies, in particular as regards clinical data access. The EU legal framework is still incomplete and regions must juggle between European and domestic legislation, as well as the concerns of health professionals and the citizens, in order to provide a clear and safe framework for ehealth. Member regions outlined the legal problems they encountered and how they overcame these. To access the presentations made at this meeting, please visit: http://www.aer.eu/events/health-social/2008/aer-ehelth-seminar.html
The AER member regions and Secretariat thank St Gallen (CH) for their kind hospitality and the excellent organisation of this event. 

INtegrating Migrants

Michèle Sabban, Acting AER President (Ile-de-France, F), represented AER at two key European events spoke on the challenges and opportunities presented by migration. Speaking at the closing conference of the interregional project City to City “Immigration in a changing world” on 29 May 2008 and at the occasion of the Hertie Foundation seminar on 10 June 2008, Michèle Sabban outlined the steps that need to be taken in order to achieve migrant integration. True integration, that respects the individual and promotes diversity, is based on economic independence, education, and access to housing, health and social services. The regions’ role is to combine initiatives in all the above policy areas in order to foster societies that value and foster diversity. 

This theme is key to AER’s work and will be the focus of the 2008 AER General Assembly in Tampere (FIN) on 13-14 November 2008. 

Information note from the Secretariat: 

Ourania Georgoutsakou, Committee 2 Senior Policy Coordinator, has transferred to the AER Brussels office. Rania’s new contact details are: Tel: +32 2 421 87 57 ; fax: +32 2 421 83 69; Mobile: +32 4 . Her email address remains unchanged (g.ourania@aer.eu).

culture, education and training, Youth, Media & Information technologies, Interregional and international cooperation committee (3)
Cultural Tourism

AER supports tourism that safeguards regional identities

The AER organised on 10th September a seminar in St Pölten (Niederösterreich) on the topic Public-Private Partnerships in Cultural Tourism. More than 80 participants from 35 regions exchanged ideas and innovative approaches with specialists, how cooperation with the private sector can stimulate regional development, conserve regional cultural heritage and contribute to greater European integration.

The seminar forms part of the Cultural Tourism Initiative, which was initiated in May 2008 in Ustron (Poland). Comprising a number of events on Cultural Tourism, the initiative’s objectives are: (1) to raise awareness among AER members on the potential of Cultural Tourism, (2) to exchange best practices and knowledge on the issue and (3) to make available tools that support regions in setting-up Cultural Tourism projects. To this end, AER and specialists will develop benchmarks to provide regions with guidance and advice on how to design and implementing successful Cultural Tourism projects. Furthermore, the AER tourism network website will be enhanced to include a specific section on cultural tourism. These measures will ensure that the sustainability of AER’s Cultural Tourism initiative.

For further information on the St. Pölten event: http://www.aer.eu/en/events/committee-3-culture-education-interregional-cooperation/2008/com3stpoelten.html
International Cooperation

AER contribution to EU consultation on Democratic Local Governance, Decentralisation and Territorial Development and European Development Days

Regions are increasingly taking centre stage in development cooperation. This is not only reflected in the European Commission’s Green Paper on Democratic Local Governance, Decentralisation and Territorial Development, to which AER has contributed as one of the main representatives for regions in Europe (document download: http://www.aer.eu/fileadmin/user_upload/MainIssues/International_Solidarity/AER_Position_on_Local_Governance_and_Development.pdf). It is also mirrored in the topic of the European Development Days, which will take place in Strasbourg in November 2008: During three days, international, national and regional authorities, as well as NGOs and other actors will discuss the importance of regional and local authorities in development efforts. On the occasion, AER will be actively promoting the expertise and experience of regional authorities by organizing and participating in a number of events (i.e. round-table discussions, panel discussions, etc.) and by setting up a stand which AER members can use to display their achievements in international cooperation. 

We invite all regions who would like to use this opportunity to showcase their success stories to contact the secretariat (j.scheele@aer.eu or d.materne@aer.eu).

Joint EU application in view of development cooperation platform successful

Furthermore, the AER and other international actors will be launching at the European Development Days, the European Platform of regional/local authorities for development cooperation. This EU-funded platform will help to improve the exchange of experience of a wide range of actors on development issues, thereby harmonizing approaches and identifying potential for synergies.

Cooperation with UNDP

Last but not least, the AER, UNDP and other actors are currently initiating an ambitious project to help regions adapt to climate change. The project will team-up developed and developing regions to exchange technologies and policies that will help to reduce carbon emissions, thereby raising additional funds for development projects through the carbon emission trading mechanism. 

Education and Training

AER survey on education for travelling and migrant children still open for contributions

Demographic change and an ageing society in Europe are two central challenges for our future and the future of the model of social market economy. Against this background, migration can make an important contribution to ensuring that Europe remains a dynamic area as well as to safeguard the social security of generations to come. However, in order for migrants to fully develop their potential and to contribute to the social, cultural and economic enrichment of Europe, integration policies need to be improved. To this end, new and innovative approaches need to be found. Education plays a central role in this process and the Sub-Committee on Education and Training is currently exchanging ideas and best practices on migrant education and migrant integration. The results will be presented at the AER General Assembly in Tampere (Finland) and will also be incorporated into the EC-Consultation on “Migration and Education”.

As the work on the survey and the best practices is a long term project, Committee 3 continues to welcome all contributions. The questionnaire and background information can be found at: http://www.aer.eu/en/main-issues/education-training.html#c13053
Meetings with CoR rapporteurs

Furthermore, the AER Committee 3 plays a major role in the current discussions on the future EU educational policies. 

During meetings with the CoR Rapporteurs of the Commission for Culture, Education and Research (EDUC) at the end of August in Brussels, AER presented amendments on EU educational policies, which met with the agreement of the CoR Rapporteur and are to be taken over in his report.

Youth

Youth Team and Youth Ambassadors Project

The young participants of the Summer School elected two new members of the Youth Team on 28th August: Glen Jankowski from the region Devon (UK) and Olov Oscarsson from Jamtland (S) for the two-year mandate. In addition, the new Youth Team President was elected for one year: Madelaine Andersson from Värmland (S). 

During the Summer School, Youth Team members had a meeting to sum up the activities from the previous year and to discuss the new Working Plan for 2008/2009. They will continue to cooperate on three levels (European, regional and inter-AER) with a special focus on the inter-AER level. The YT members will participate in AER projects, especially in the preparation of the AER Youth Regional Network and the Grand Final of the competition Do you speak European?. 

All young participants of the Summer School will take part in the AER Youth Ambassadors Projects. In this light, upon their return from Summer School, the young participants should prepare an activity on Youth Entrepreneurship in their regions. For further information, please contact AER Youth and Citizenship Officer Malgorzata Kucinska (m.kucinska@aer.eu) 

AER Youth Regional Network

AER is launching a network of young people from the AER member regions perceived as a common platform of youth regional councils/ parliaments and organisations at a regional level. The Youth Regional Network will be initiated at a meeting in Wiesbaden (D) between 23-25 November which is organised by AER, the German Hertie Foundation and the Region of Hessen. During a 2-day conference entitled: ‘The future belong to us- but how should we handle it?’ the young representatives from regional youth councils/ parliaments and organisations (between 18-30-year-olds) are invited to discuss important questions as well as to establish the foundations of the Network. The conference will gather around 110 young people and will consist of two plenary sessions and working groups on various topics related to youth, such as demography, migration, education, professional life, energy, ecology, culture and regional identity. 

To register and for further information please check: http://www.aer.eu/main-issues/youth/youth-councils-organisations/conference-in-wiesbaden.html or please contact AER Youth and Citizenship Officer Malgorzata Kucinska (m.kucinska@aer.eu)

Eurodyssey

This year’s Eurodyssey Forum took place in Ponta Delgada on 11-12 September, following the kind invitation of the Azores (P). More than 170 participants representing European institutions, national governments and 37 Regions gathered for the annual meeting which also included two conferences on professional mobility and regionalism in Europe.

This year's Forum was notably the opportunity to renew the appointment of the Azores as President and responsible for the Secretariat of the Eurodyssey programme for another two years. The Forum also confirmed two new members in the programme: Devon (UK) and Valle d'Aosta (I). Currently, contacts are developed with Quebec.

Until mid-September, the Eurodyssey member regions have organised traineeships for 426 young persons.

More about the AER Eurodyssey Programme: http://www.eurodyssee.net/
AER Summer School and Youth Summer School
Developing innovative strategies to foster Youth Entrepreneurship is an important step to overcome the challenges of the European labour markets – namely the changing nature of work and growing presence of insecurity and low-wages, the lack of opportunities in the labour market for young people and the decline of structured employment opportunities.

The stimulation of entrepreneurship is a critical element for employment creation. Furthermore, youth entrepreneurship is not only about new entrants or start-ups but it is also about the ability of individuals to exploit new opportunities and developments in a manner that allows new enterprises to grow.

Against this backdrop, nearly 200 adult and youth participants from over 45 regions convened for the 13th AER Summer School, which took place in Östersund, Sweden, to work together and to develop and share best practices on the topic of Youth entrepreneurship in Europe's regions.

On one hand, the objective of the Summer School was to help regional administrations understand how they can encourage young people to undertake entrepreneurial activities, thus fostering job creation, combating ‘brain-drain' and contributing to economic growth. On the other hand, it was intended to help young people understand how they can ensure that their own regions provide improved support to youth entrepreneurship. 

To this end, presentations and workshops provided the participants the practical knowledge and skills to prepare and implement concrete projects when they return to their home regions. The youth participants at the Summer School in Östersund underlined the fact that young people carry the entrepreneurial torch naturally. They like the idea of running their own business – the feeling of independence and of being in charge. And they see entrepreneurship as a way to follow a dream.

AER Brussels Office
The Brussels Office, as AER a liaison office to Europe’s Capital, is in charge of representation, policy influence and intelligence gathering. AER provides member regions with information services such as a daily monitoring on current policy developments and news of regional interest or AER Funding Trackers on relevant calls for proposals. The Brussels Office works to further develop a network of Brussels-based representations of our member regions, to pool activities in Brussels and to provide regions with key services. Moreover, the Brussels Office also gives extensive support to AER Committees. 

Within the last three months, the AER Brussels Office has received delegations from member regions, such as the Counties of Zagreb, Buskerud, Donetsk and Mid-Sweden including its Youth Ambassador ; as well as a group of students from the Italo-Belgian Chamber of Commerce interested in European Affairs to present AER and our current activities. In addition, AER Brussels Office set meetings with around 15 regional representations of AER members. AER was also present at a number of external events, including the Green Week, European Policy Conference (EPC) Meetings, C2C conference on Migration, European Union Health Policy Forum, European Regions and Local Authorities for the integration of Migrants, European Projects Conferences of our members, etc.

We organise AER Breakfast Briefings on a monthly basis for Brussels representatives of AER member regions. These meetings focus on specific topics of common interest to regions. On 10 July 2008, 27 representatives came together for a Breakfast Briefing on the “Youth In Action Programme”. The event, kindly hosted by the Brussels-Europe Liaison Office, started with a small networking breakfast and was followed by a presentation of AER projects by Margorzata Kucinska, AER Youth Officer. Then, Mr Giorgio Guazzugli-Marini, from DG EAC, as speaker from the European Commission, presented the “Youth in Action” EU Programme. He also outlined the opportunities for Regions to get involved in this program as it aims to inspire a sense of active citizenship, solidarity and tolerance among young Europeans and to involve them in shaping the Union's future.

On 23 September 2008, 28 representatives attended a Breakfast Briefing on the “Regions in the Union for the Mediterranean” with the key interventions of Mrs Rabia Raja, Permanent Representation of France to the EU and Mr Andrés Bassols-Soldevila, Deputy Head of Unit Euromed regional issues, DG External Relations of the European Commission. The meeting took place on the invitation of the House of Croatian Regions. While Mrs Rabia Raja presented the position of the French Presidency, Mr Bassols-Soldevila outlined the main objectives of the Mediterranean Union and the implications for the regions. 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS


	Date
	Location
	Event

	2 October
	Heves (H)
	Citizen Forum

	3 October 


	Badhof Gastein (A)


	Contribution of AER eHe@lth Network to the European Health Forum Gastein

	7-8 October 
	Bilbao (E)
	AER participation to the 1st regional meeting on trans-border cooperation, sustainable development, territories and decentralised cooperation in the Balkans

	9 October


	Brussels (B)


	AER Contribution to the Open Days workshop: 

“eHealth- from early promise to sustainable solutions” (9-11am)

	10 October
	Paris (F)
	Institutional Affairs Committee Meeting and Citizen Forum

	13-14 October (tbc)
	Brussels (B)
	Training Academy

	14-15 October
	Brussels (B)
	Training Academy: EU Lobbying and EU Funding

	27-28 October 
	Linz, Upper-Austria (A)
	AER Conference on innovation and Committee 1 plenary meeting

http://www.aer.eu/events/regional-development/2008/conference-innovation.html 

	12-14 November
	Tampere (FIN)
	General Assembly 

International Debate on Migration and Participation

	15-17 November 
	Strasbourg (F)
	European Development Days

	23-25 November 
	Wiesbaden (D)
	Conference: “The future belong to us- but how should we handle it?” and launch of the Youth Regional Network

	23-25 November
	Wiesbaden (D)
	AER Youth Regional Network Meeting

	27-28 November 
	Strasbourg (F)
	Eurodyssey Steering Committee

	28 November
	Västra Götaland (S)
	Citizen Forum

	Early December 


	Brussels (B)
	AER Emergency Planning seminar: partnership pool for for project proposals under Interreg IVC

	3 December
	Brussels (B)
	Final Competition: Do you speak European?

	January 2009
	Brussels (B)
	Training Academy on climate change

	January 2009
	tbc
	Technical seminar on future EU cohesion policy

	18-19 March 2009 (tbc)
	Brussels (B)
	Communication Atelier and Youth Ambassadors Meeting

	30-31 March 2008
	Limousin (F)
	Conference on climate change and Committee 1 plenary meeting

Take part in our call for contributions! See: 

http://www.aer.eu/en/events/regional-policies-committee/2009/limousin.html 

	March
	tbc
	Launch Communicating Europe Award

	Spring
	Brussels
	Breakfast Briefing on Decentralisation Indicators

	Spring Session 
	Fribourg (CH)
	Topic: Reducing administrative burden
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