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AER Quarterly Report (October - December 2008)
FOREWORD BY THE SECRETARY GENERAL

We are coming to the end of 2008, not one of the best years in recent times for peace, progress, economic growth or the welfare of Europe’s citizens. If we speak widely of “the financial crisis” we should keep in mind that 50% of the economy is psychology, according to Ludwig Erhard, the mastermind of the German Wirtschaftswunder. There may well be a role to play for regions and their presidents in this context. The macro-economy is not within the range of regional competences and huge, never-before-seen financial aid programs to support the banking sector are not within the regions’ competences. But this does not exclude regions from taking action. What do the decisions of the EU and the national governments mean for local business communities and citizens? By bringing the business leaders of the region together, you will hear what sector of the economy will be affected and how. What do you have to expect in terms of unemployment and how could you react? There is a lot of uncertainty in the business communities. By bringing business people together, listening to their worries and exchanging views, we could hope to relieve some of the pressure. As a lot of regions are very much engaged in the support of SMEs (small and medium enterprises) it might be also useful to thoroughly explore what could be done in this context. Looking at the context of the EU again, it is interesting to note that there is a discussion on common action, whether the countries are part of the Euro-zone (Sarkozy as EU president) or not (Gordon Brown).

And I remind you that our president Michele Sabban, during AER’s Bureau meeting in Paris last October, already started a debate on this issue. This is why I am confident that AER will play an important role in the regions’ handling of the financial crisis over the coming months. By bringing our members together, I hope that we can, once again, offer regional contributions to this, the latest global challenge.

I wish you all a peaceful holiday season and a happy new year!

Best regards

Klaus Klipp
Secretary General

Contents

Economic and regional development committee (1)


         

page 2

Social policy and public health Committee (2)



         

page 4

culture, education and training, Youth, Media & Information technologies, Interregional and international cooperation committee (3)

                                 

page 6

Eurodyssey








         

page 8

AER Summer School and Youth Summer School              

        

Page 9

Standing Committee on Institutional Affairs



         

page 9

AER Brussels Office    






         

page 11

Upcoming events                                     




         

Page 12

Economic and regional development committee (1)
Climate Change & Energy



Kick-off meeting of the MORE4NRG Project

Partners of the MORE4NRG project came together on 20 and 21 November for the kick-off meeting in Luleå, Norrbotten (S). MORE4NRG is one of the 35 regional initiatives approved under the first INTERREG IVC call for proposals. Its main objective is to provide regions with appropriate technical assistance in developing their sustainable energy policies. For more information, please visit the following webpage: http://www.aer.eu/main-issues/energy-copie-1.html



AER call for contribution in the field of sound water management

AER Committee 1 has recently launched a new call for contribution in the field of sound and rational use of water resources. Any region willing to set up a project relating to this issue is kindly asked to submit its proposal to the AER Committee 1 secretariat (j.podralska@aer.eu). Regions’ contribution will be taken into account when drafting an AER reaction to the EC white Paper on adaptation to climate change, which will likely focus on water reuse and water shortage matters.
UNDP climate change programme

The programme was officially launched in Saint-Malo (F) on 29 and 30 October 2008. AER is one of the project’s partners and its task is to promote the project among its members. Limousin region has already signed a first agreement with UNDP in order to take a full part in this programme. For more information, please contact: Estelle Delangle, AER Committee 1 Policy Coordinator: e.delangle@aer.eu and Jascha Scheele, AER Committee 3 Policy Coordinator: j.scheele@aer.eu
Innovation and Economic Development
The Dutch region of Noord-Brabant, winner of the Innovation Award 2008
The project “Innovative solutions for an ageing population” developed by Noord-Brabant was awarded the 2008 AER Innovation prize. The high relevance of the project to current demographic problems was a major factor motivating the decision of the jury, who also pointed out the extensive cooperation between regional SMEs and local care institutions, and the new, demand-driven collaboration patterns. The award ceremony took place at the AER General Assembly in Tampere.

AER conference on “innovation, creativity and diversity”, 27-28 October 2008, Linz, Upper-Austria
The AER conference on innovation took place on 27 and 28 October 2008 in Linz, Upper Austria in parallel to the AER Committee 1 plenary meeting. The main objective of that event was to highlight how regions can foster innovation in Europe through various initiatives such as the stimulation of SMEs’ development, increased investment in research or the creation of clusters. A full conference report will be published in January 2008. 
AER/Hertie Foundation seminar on “Easy start-ups: Opportunities and obstacles”, Frankfurt, 29/09 – 01/10 2008

This seminar was dedicated to the establishment of new businesses: the reasons why new businesses succeed and why difficulties remain were examined. New approaches to establishing successful businesses were discussed. The seminar also investigated the possibilities for cooperation on an INTERREG IVC project. For more information, please go to:

http://www.aer.eu/fileadmin/user_upload/Commissions/RegionalPolicies/EventsAndMeetings/2008/Hessen-HertieFoundation/SEMINAR_NEW_BUSINESSES_ENG_1_.pdf 
AER workshop on SMEs at the EUREGIA International Trade Fair for Local and Regional Development in Europe, 29 October, Leipzig (D)

AER presented itself to a wide audience of regional development and spatial planning experts at Euregia 2008. Together with representatives from the European regions Hessen, Aquitaine, Emilia Romagna and Styria, and the Euregio Gronau, concrete examples for supporting SMEs at regional level were discussed, as well as different models of organizing business development and promotion at regional level. More information available under: 

http://www.aer.eu/en/events/regional-development/2008/aer-at-euregia-2008.html 

Cohesion policy
AER answers to the EC Green Paper on Territorial Cohesion and Michèle Sabban meets with Danuta Hübner, Commissioner for Regional Policy, 

Danuta Hübner, EU Commissioner in charge of regional policy and Michèle Sabban, newly elected AER President met on 4 November in Brussels to discuss on the Green Paper on territorial cohesion published by the European Commission in October 2008. The meeting followed the adoption of the AER reaction to this paper at the Committee 1 plenary meeting in Linz, Upper-Austria. The document is available on the AER website under: 
http://www.aer.eu/main-issues/cohesion-regional-policy.html 
RURAL DEVELOPMENT
AER position presented and European Network for Rural Development launched at the EC Conference on Rural Areas in Action, 16-17 October 2008, Limassol, Cyprus

AER Committee 1 vice-president, Claude Tremouille, presented the AER position: European regions should gain more power and autonomy in the management of the European Agriculture Fund for Rural Development. AER is also a member of the European Network for Rural Development, launched on 17 October. It brings together policy-makers, administrators, academics etc. from all EU countries with a view to debate on CAP’s future and on how to keep rural development fit for new demands. Claude Tremouille, Limousin (F) will represent AER in the network. For more information, please contact j.podralska(a)aer.eu . A full report of the conference is available under:  http://www.aer.eu/en/main-issues/agriculture-rural-development.html 

contactconta
TOURISM

Kick-off meeting of the PRESERVE Project

Partners of the PRESERVE project came together on 6th November for the kick-off meeting in Brussels. PRESERVE is one of the 35 regional initiatives approved under the first INTERREG IVC call for proposals. Its main objective is to provide regions with appropriate technical assistance in developing their sustainable tourism policies, in particular via the organisation of peer reviews. 

For more information, please visit the following webpage: http://www.aer.eu/main-issues/energy-copie-1.html 
OTHER COOPERATION PROJECTS

Cooperation with World Bank research project

AER has engaged in a project carried out by the World Bank. Its objective is to improve the understanding of structures for regional development that have emerged in EU countries, and to apply the lessons in the Bank's client countries that are either EU candidate countries or other aspirants to successful regional development. The outcome of this World Bank study will be shared with the AER, who will communicate it to the interested Member Regions. For more information, please contact e.delangle@aer.eu or j.podralska@aer.eu
Social Policy & Public Health committee (2)
Update from the Committee Networks

AER eHe@lth network contributes to external events 

During the 2008 Open Days in Brussels, Ms Agneta Granström, Network Chairperson (Norrbotten, S) presented the regions’ point of view during a workshop on creating a sustainable market in ehealth, organised by the European Commission. Agneta moderated a panel discussion on how ICT can improve the performance of healthcare systems, at the occasion of the 2008 European Health Forum in Gastein. AER was also present at the 2008 World of Health IT in Copenhagen, and was invited to contribute to a closed, by invitation only session on public procurement in ehealth, organised by the European Commission. Further information on the network’s activities is available at: http://www.aer.eu/main-issues/health/e-health.html
Emergency Planning: Interregional cooperation under Interreg IVC 

AER Emergency Planning network is supporting member regions interested in developing interregional cooperation projects under the 2nd call of Interreg IVC. AER has prepared a note on the 2nd call for proposals, with information on the programme’s novelties for 2008 and the lessons learned from the 1st call. We have also asked member regions interested in participating to cooperation projects to list their areas of interest. You will find the project ideas we have received, as well as a list of interested regions and their contact details, on our website (access restricted to AER members only- please log): http://www.aer.eu/main-issues/emergency-planning.html
NEW! Istanbul (TR) proposal to set up an AER network on disabilities 

The region of Istanbul (TR) is proposing to create a new thematic network in Committee 2 on equal rights for disabled persons. We are looking for regions that have an interest in this area and want to share their knowledge and experience. 

Does your region have a good disabilities policy? Do you want to learn what you can do to provide equal rights for disabled? If you are interested in this subject and want to learn more, please contact Istanbul (Mr. Murat Ellialti, Chairman of EU & Foreign Affairs Committee; mellialti@gmail.com). An outline of the proposal is available at: 

http://www.aer.eu/main-issues/social-affairs.html
European Developments in Health and Social Policy
Cross-border Healthcare: AER launches members’ consultation on the proposed Directive 

The draft Directive on the application of patients’ rights in cross-border healthcare may have a significant impact on the way regions organise, manage and finance their healthcare services. Under the proposals of this Directive, patients will be able to travel freely to another country and receive treatment there, in most cases without first getting the authorisation of their domestic health system.  This draft Directive raises a number of questions for the regions, in particular: 

· What will be the impact of patient mobility on the planning, management and delivery of healthcare services? 
· Without a prior authorisation or warning system, how can regional authorities accurately estimate the number of patients they will treat and make the necessary logistic provisions? 

AER has prepared a summary of the proposed Directive and a list of areas of potential concern for the regions. You will find this note, along with the full directive and other related documents, on our website: http://www.aer.eu/main-issues/health/cross-border-healthcare-services.html. If you are interested in participating to this debate, please contact the AER Secretariat (g.ourania@aer.eu) 

European Commission Green Paper on the EU workforce for health 

Published on 10 December 2008, this Green Paper launches a debate on how to reinforce Europe’s healthcare workforce. It raises such questions as how to ensure that health professionals receive life-long training in order to remain abreast of the latest developments in their field, how to increase the numbers of health professionals in certain sectors or in certain territories which are experiencing severe shortages and what role the EU can adopt. AER will monitor this debate and will consult with our members to formulate an AER contribution.  To access the documents and learn about latest developments in the debate, visit our website regularly: http://www.aer.eu/main-issues/health.html
Discussing patients’ rights and the mobility of health professionals with Androulla Vassiliou, European Commissioner for Health 

On 9 December 2008 Catarina Segersten-Larsson (Värmland, S) represented AER at the occasion of the structured dialogue with Commissioner Vassiliou. Catarina expressed the regions’ concerns about the possible impact of the draft Directive on cross-border healthcare on regions’ capacity to organise, provide and finance health services. She also informed the Commissioner about the difficulties regions often face in recruiting and/or retaining health professionals and requested that any EU initiatives for a health workforce also support the regions.

European Open Health Forum: developing and implementing health

Christina Wahrolin, Committee 2 Acting President (Värmland, S) represented AER at the EU Open Health Forum on 10-11 December in Brussels. This European Commission event brings together a variety of health stakeholders from across Europe to discuss latest developments in health policy and to develop directions for future EU actions on health. This year’s event looked at how to further develop patient-centred policies, how to promote healthy lifestyles for young people and how to benefit fully from the potential offered by new technologies. 
Committee 2 projects 
Euregio III project- health and structural funds 

AER is a collaborating partner to the Euregio III project, which will receive EC co-financing under the European Public Health Programme. The project, to be launched in early 2009, will focus on how regions use the EC structural funds to invest in health. Its aim is to understand the obstacles regions encounter when trying to invest structural funds in health and to help regions learn from each other about how to overcome these challenges. AER will chair a group of experts from the regions that will provide guidance to the project and will identify issues of interest that the project partners should focus on. AER member regions will benefit from the knowledge acquired from the project about how best to use structural funds for health-related investments.  

Culture, Education and Training, Youth & Media,

Interregional and International Cooperation Committee (3)
Culture

Kick-off meeting of the Working Group Culture for Health, Tampere, 12 November 2008

Committee 3 kicked off the working group on the eve of the AER General Assembly. Even though not all who had expressed their interest for the working group could be present, participants got a good overview on existing best practices in the Regions.

The aim of the working group is to collect and disseminate best practices on how culture can contribute to, sustain and improve a person’s well being and health condition. The topic receives widespread attention and will be on the agenda of several organisations in 2009.

The working group’s activities will culminate in a conference which will be organized in cooperation with Committee 2 and which is scheduled to take place in Spring 2010. Persons interested in contributing to the topic are invited to contact the chair of the working group, Marita Fransson, County Councillor of Västerbotten (Phone: +46 70 699 19 67; Email: marita.fransson@vll.se) or Linnéa Lundström, International Coordinator (Phone: +46 70 785 10 44 ; Email: linnea.lundstrom@vll.se).
Rainbow Paper II “Intercultural Dialogue – from practice to policy and back” ready for endorsement

Committee 3 contributed to the consultation by the Platform for intercultural Europe on the two Rainbow Papers. The final document has been made available and is now open for endorsement by civil society organisations and individuals.

The Rainbow paper proposes a 5-step strategy to make interculturalism the new human norm. Furthermore, it gives recommendations to civil society organisations, public authorities at all levels and the European Union, how to practice respect for cultural diversity. Recommendations include education, institutional capacity building for intercultural dialogue, monitoring for sustainable policies, mobilising across boundaries, and funding of intercultural dialogue. Organisations who endorse the Rainbow Paper will have the possibility of becoming members of the Platform for Intercultural Europe.

If you approve the abovementioned recommendations, you can sign the final Rainbow Paper at: http://rainbowpaper.labforculture.org/signup/
Education & Training

Committee 3 drafts its contribution to EU consultation on “Migration & Mobility: challenges and opportunities for EU education systems
In line with Committee 3’s current focus on the education of migrant and travelling children, the secretariat has drafted its contribution to the European Commission’s consultation on the Green Paper on “Migration & Mobility”.

The AER contribution can be downloaded and further information on the topic can be found at: http://www.aer.eu/main-issues/education-training.html#c13054.
The AER draft position is open for comments and contributions until 16 December 2008. Please send your input to: j.scheele(at)aer.eu.

Interregional & International Cooperation

AER is an active partner in the launch of the European Development cooperation platform of local and regional authorities, initiated at the European Development Days in Strasbourg, 15 – 17 November 2008

The secretariat of Committee 3 as well as representatives from AER member regions participated in the European Development Days (http://www.eudevdays.eu) in Strasbourg. AER was represented with a stand to showcase its activities and best practices in the field of development cooperation. Numerous contacts have been made with different stakeholders during the three days, which will hopefully lead to further cooperation in the future.

Alongside high level panels and discussion fora, a series of side events were organised. One of the most anticipated events of this kind was the new platform for development cooperation, which AER launched in cooperation with CEMR, CPMR and other representative structures of local and regional authorities. The platform aims to improve coordination and information dissemination among the stakeholders involved as well as between them and the European Commission. The platform will receive important EU funding for the years 2009-2010.

AER’s press release on the European Development Days and the launch of the Platform can be found here: http://www.aer.eu/en/news/2008/2008111701.html. For further information, please contact Committee 3 secretariat (Jascha Scheele, Tel. +33/(0)/88 22 74 47; j.scheele(at)aer.eu – Doris Materne, Tel. +33/(0)/88 22 74 43; d.materne(at)aer.eu)

Joint project on Climate Change with UNDP

At the 1st World Summit of Regions on Climate Change, the AER, UNDP, CPMR and other actors have officially signed a letter of intent that will serve as the cornerstone of an ambitious project to help regions adapt to climate change. The underlying idea of the project is to team-up developed and developing regions to exchange technologies and policies in order to adapt to the changing climatic conditions as well as to reduce carbon emissions. Though the carbon emission trading mechanism additional funds for development projects will be generated.

Youth

AER Youth Regional Network

AER has launched the first common platform of youth councils / parliaments and organisations at regional level. The Youth Regional Network was given birth at a meeting in Wiesbaden (D) between 23-25 of November. This founding Conference entitled ‘The future belongs to us, but how should we handle it?’ was organised by AER, the German Hertie Foundation and the Region of Hesse. During this 2-day conference, 90 young representatives from regional youth councils / parliaments and organisations from over 55 different regions discussed important questions and established the foundations of the Network. The conference comprised two plenary sessions and 5 working groups on various topics related to youth, such as demography, migration, education, professional life, energy, ecology, culture and regional identity. The aim of the meeting was to elaborate and to adopt the Wiesbaden Resolution, which contains the essence of what has been agreed upon during the conference and that will serve as the basis of cooperation between young people from European regions.

For further information about the Network and the Wiesbaden Conference please visit:
http://www.aer.eu/en/events/committee-3-culture-education-interregional-cooperation/2008/wiesbadenconference.html
or contact AER Youth and Citizenship Officer Malgorzata Kucinska (m.kucinska@aer.eu)

Youth Team

The Youth Team members had an opportunity to meet during the AER General Assembly in Tampere (FIN). On this occasion they joined their efforts and planned one of the Open Space events, which consisted of the following parts: Puzzle game; Blank map; Questionnaire and Camera interview. The General Assembly took place from 12 to 14 November 2008. 

For further information, please contact AER Youth and Citizenship Officer Malgorzata Kucinska (m.kucinska@aer.eu).
Internals

Committee President MIKL-LEITNER re-elected

Following her nomination by Committee 3 in September, the General Assembly has ratified the candidacy and renewed Committee President Johanna MIKL-LEITNER for a second mandate of two years after the reshuffling of AER’s Committee structures. President MIKL-LEITNER will hold at the same time the office of Vice-President of the AER and member of the Bureau.

Eurodyssey
Steering Committee meeting in Strasbourg, 27 – 28 November 2008

The Eurodyssey Steering Committee met for a two-day meeting in Strasbourg in order to discuss the development of the programme. Main topics on the agenda were:

· Assessment of the Forum 2008

· Simplification of access procedures for new regions

· Certification of traineeships

· Pooling of instruments and documents

· Visa problems

· Promotion of the programme and new website

· Preparation of the Forum 2009

· Membership development

For further information, please contact: Jascha Scheele, Tel. +33/(0)/88 22 74 47; j.scheele(at)aer.eu – Doris Materne, Tel. +33/(0)/88 22 74 43; d.materne(at)aer.eu) or the Eurodyssey General Secretariat: Andre Craveiro, Tel. +(351) 296 308 023, andre.lm.craveiro(at)azores.gov.pt.

Summer School
Organising Committee meeting, Valencia, 20 – 21 November 2008

The Organising Committee met in Valencia notably in order to get an overview of proposed locations for the next Summer School. Having visited potential meeting venues and a selection of hotels, the participants sat down to discuss the practical arrangements and possible contents. The Summer School 2009 will take place at the end of August on the topic of “Water”.

For further information, please contact: Jascha Scheele, Tel. +33/(0)/88 22 74 47; j.scheele(at)aer.eu – Doris Materne, Tel. +33/(0)/88 22 74 43; d.materne(at)aer.eu).


Standing Committee on Institutional Affairs


Communicating Europe

AER Award Communicating Europe- The Assembly of European Regions (AER) has honoured two regions with its “Communicating Europe to citizens” Award at its last General Assembly in Tampere. In the category Regional Media, the prize went to the French region of Centre for its project “The week of Europe”.  The winner of the category Children and Youth is the Hungarian region Heves for its project “Europe classrooms”. Mauri Pekkarinen, Finland's Minister of Economic Affairs, handed over the award to both regions. For further information on this Award, please consult following webpage:http://www.aer.eu/en/events/standing-committee-on-institutional-affairs/2008/aer-communication-award.html or contact Stephanie von Hayek at s.vonhayek@aer.eu 

‘Do You Speak European?’: The “Do you speak European?” grand final took place in Brussels (B) on 3 December 2008. It featured competitors from 11 countries (Austria, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Czech Republic, France, Hungary, Croatia, Romania, Sweden, Turkey and the United Kingdom). The event was co-organised by AER and the Brussels-Capital region and followed 36 regional and 11 heats held across Europe within last 12 months. The 11 young teams gave short artistic performances to answer to the question: “What does Europe mean to you?”. The award (exposure in the European media and a prize from the AER and Brussels Capital Region) was granted to the team from Romania, region Dolj, which presented a dance show.   

For further information about ‘Do You Speak European?’ final, please visit: http://www.aer.eu/news/2008/2008120301.html or contact AER Youth and Citizenship Officer Malgorzata Kucinska (m.kucinska@aer.eu).

AER European Citizens’ Forum: 3 AER European Citizens’ Forums have been organised since September 2008: in Heves (H), in Ile-de-France (F) and in Västra Götaland (S). The County Council of Heves organised the AER Citizens' Forum in Eger on 2nd October 2008. The topic of the meeting was "How does Europe invest in the Young People?" and young people expressed what Europe means for them. 

They had an opportunity to exchange their views with regional policymakers, European representatives such as the Head of the Representation of European Commission from Hungary and Member of the European Parliament as well as with the representatives of European associations: AER, Regional Centre of Mobilitas National Agency.

The Citizens’ Forum in Ile-de-France (F) was held in Paris on 10th October 2008 and was co-organised by AER and the Region Ile-de-France. The topic of the Forum was: Challenges linked to the European elections 2009. The main objective was to discuss the importance of the upcoming European elections for youth and to present the elections to the young people who would have a chance to discuss with European representatives. The last Forum took place in Västra Götaland Region on 28th November. 
For further information about AER European Citizens’ Forum, please visit :  http://www.aer.eu/en/main-issues/communicating-europe/aer-european-citizens-forums/2008.html  or contact AER Youth and Citizenship Officer Malgorzata Kucinska (m.kucinska@aer.eu).

Institutional 
The autumn session of the Institutional Affairs plenary –took place in the framework of the AER Bureau meeting on the 9th and 10th of October which was kindly hosted by the Ile-de-France region. The Institutional Affairs committee welcomed Alain Lamassoure, MEP and former French Minister for European Affairs. French President Nicolas Sarkozy has commissioned Mr. Lamassoure to draft a report on "European Citizens and Community Law Implementation". The report touches upon concrete problems citizens face in their daily life due to their increased mobility within the European Union. The IA session provided the opportunity to discuss Mr. Lamassoure’s report and to adopt an AER position. Together with a letter, this position was send to the French Presidency. http://www.aer.eu/en/events/standing-committee-on-institutional-affairs/2008/institutional-affairs-plenary-paris-08.html
Regional Democracy - In the framework of the Open Days the Institutional Affairs committee participated in the organisation of a round table on actual development issues of local – self government in Europe which was hosted by the European Commission (DG REGIO). The workshop was part of a wider theme of Cooperation and networking and the exchange of best practice in regional development. Together with Mr. Orlov, then Head of Department for Relations with the Constituent Entities of the Federation, the Parliament, and public and political organizations of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation and Mrs. Elena Sadovnikova, International Expert from the Russian Federation, Mr. Klipp, AER Secretary General, was moderating the roundtable on local self-governing processes within Europe. Further information on speakers you can find under following link: http://www.aer.eu/index.php?id=2271
AER Training Sessions - Over 20 participants from all over Europe joined the 2- day AER Training Academy on the 14th and 15th of October.  Participants were introduced to the EU institutions and in particular to the role regions play within the institutional framework. Further on the training familiarised participants to lobbying and networking strategies for regional actors and it allowed them to develop their own lobbying strategies. The second day was dedicated to the EU funding and the financial framework conditions of EU finances and EU funding programs. In addition the training covered the two particular funding streams for territorial cooperation and for research. 

For information, please check: http://www.aer.eu/en/events/aer-training-academy/academic-year-200809/aer-training-academy-autumn-session-08.html or contact Regine Kramer at r.kramer@aer.eu 

Council of Europe Workshop in Salzburg 1-2 December - In order to strengthen regional and local democracy, the Council of Europe's Committee on Local and Regional Democracy (CDLR) organised a workshop for local and regional decision makers and officers. The first CDLR workshop of this kind was hold on 1-2 December 2008 in the host and AER member region of Salzburg/Austria. Main topic was the question: How can regions participate in the national and European decision making process. The AER was represented by the AER member region of Voivodina. For further information, please check following website:   http://www.aer.eu/en/events/standing-committee-on-institutional-affairs/2008/cdlr-workshop-in-salzburg-1-2-december.html

AER Brussels office


In the last quarter of 2008, the AER Brussels Office provided member regions with a daily monitoring on current policy developments and news of regional interest or AER Funding Trackers on relevant calls for proposals. Moreover, AER Brussels Office has received delegations from member regions, such as Nordland (N), Istanbul (TR), Dalarna (S), Värmland (S) and Georgian regions (GEO). 

On the kind invitation of the regional representation of Friuli-Venezia-Guilia (I), AER Secretary General Klaus Klipp presented AER’s current achievements and planned activities to Directors of representations of Italian regions. On the kind invitation of the representation of Salzburg (A), AER Brussels office also met with Directors of Austrian regional representations to discuss future cooperation.  

With representatives from the Borsod-Abaúj-Zemplén (H) county government and the President of the Hungarian National Association of County General Assemblies to Commissioner, AER Brussels office met Regional Policy Commissioner Danuta Hübner to exchange views on the regional structure in Hungary and how to establish better links to European institutions. 

AER Brussels Office was also present at a number of events, such as the Open Days 2008, European Policy Conference (EPC) Meetings, as well as in a meeting of Brussels offices with Commissioner Hübner on 24 November 2008 discussing the recently published Green Book on Territorial Cohesion.  

In preparation of our General Assembly, representatives of our members’ representations in Brussels came together for an AER Breakfast Briefing on 21 October 2008. Together with Mr. Jérome Vignon (European Commission, DG Employment) and Ms Raffaella Papes (City2City Network, Region Veneto (I)), 25 participants discussed the “Social dimension of integrating migrants”. We thank the representation of the region Lazio (I) for hosting the briefing.  

In cooperation with SOLACE, Society of Local Authority Chief Executives and Senior Managers, which currently holds the presidency of AER member organisation UdiTE, a dedicated introduction course on “Successful management in UK Local Government” has been provided to representatives of UK regions in Brussels on 5 November 2008. 

Invited by the representations of Mid Sweden and North Sweden, 32 participants gathered on 27 November to discuss the topic of “Energy: regional answers to climate change”. 

Speakers at this AER Breakfast Briefing were Mr. Martin Petrtýl (LIFE Unit - DG Environment from the European Commission) and Mr. Olivier Soumeryn-Schmit (FEDARENE - European Federation of Regions and Agencies for Energy and Environment). Last but not least, Ms Céline Dawans (AER Committee 1) introduced the project MORE4NRG – an INTERREG IVC project with 11 partners and AER that has just been launched.  

For the December Breakfast Briefing we used the opportunity to present and discuss AER’s Work Programme 2009 with representations of our members in Brussels. We thank the regional representation of Republika Srpska (BIH) for the kind hospitality. 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

	Date
	Location
	Event

	14 January 2009
	Brussels
	Training Academy on EU Climate Change and Energy Policies

	January 2009 (tbc)
	Valencia (E)
	Summer School Organising Committee

	January/February 2009
	tbc
	Meeting of the political task force on cohesion policy

	1st half of February (tbc)
	Amiens (F)
	Steering Committee

	February 2009
	Brussels
	Launch event of the MORE4NRG project

	19-20 February
	Prague (CZ)
	AER ehe@lth network contribution to the EU ehe@lth Ministerial Conference

	tbc
	Brussels
	Lauch event of the PRESERVE Project

	16/03 or 05/04
	Istra (HR)
	Presidium meeting

	18 March
	Slaskie (PL)
	4th AER Alcohol Review, Pregnancy and nursing and early identification and brief intervention in primary healthcare.

	19-20 March
	Slaskie (PL)
	Committee 2 Plenary session and seminar on Regional Strategies for Financing Health

	30-31 March
	Limousin (F)
	Emergency Planning network contributes to the AER conference Tools and Best Practices to help Regions face Climate Change

	March 2009
	Styria (A)
	Kick off seminar of the PRESERVE project

	2nd half of March or 1st week of April
	Durrës (AL)
	Committee 3 meeting and Conference

	30-31 March 2009
	Limousin (F)
	Conference on climate change and Committee 1 plenary meeting. Take part in our call for contributions! See: 

http://www.aer.eu/events/regional-development/2009/limousin.html 


	March 2009
	Brussels
	Meeting of the members of the working group on climate change and energy to prepare an answer to the European Commission White Paper on adaptation to climate change

	April 2009
	Sicily
	AER/BITS seminar on social tourism

	May 2009 (tbc)
	Thurgau (CH) (tbc)
	Summer School Organising Committee

	14-15 May 2009
	Fribourg (CH)
	Bureau and Institutional affairs meeting

	28-29 May
	Calabria (I)
	AER Conference on Equal Opportunities

	mid May (tbc)
	Valencia (E)
	Steering Commitee

	24 – 29 August
	Valencia (E)
	Adult and Youth Summer School 2009

	1st half of September 
	Amiens (F)
	Eurodyssey Annual Forum

	17-18 Septembre
	Göteborg (SE)
	Bureau and Institutional Affairs meeting 

	Septembre 2009
	Republika Srpska (BiH) (tbc)
	Committee 3  meeting and Conference

	5-7 October 
	Noord-Brabant (NL)
	Autumn Committee 2 Plenary session and seminar and AER ehe@lth network meeting

	15-16 October
	Värmland (S)
	AER Conference on Equal Opportunities
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