	[image: image2.jpg]Kk
4

Frs

*k



[image: image3.jpg]s
Assembly

of Buropean
Ref’](" 15



[image: image4.jpg]


   
	
	[image: image5.png]






10TH AER SUMMER SCHOOL and
4th YOUTH SUMMER SCHOOL
“Crossing the Bridge – Welcome to Europe”

Mostar, Bosnia and Herzegovina

28th August - 3rd  September 2005

Dear Sir/Madam,
It is a pleasure for us to inform you that the Assembly of European Regions (AER) is organising the 10th AER Summer School and 4th Youth Summer School in Mostar, Bosnia and Herzegovina from 28th August to 3rd September 2005. This year's main Summer School will focus upon the theme “Regions as Motors for Prosperous and Inclusive Societies”, while the Youth Summer School will examine the theme of “Youth and Citizenship in a Multicultural Europe.” Mostar is historically a town in which people from different cultures have lived side by side, and today a place where a vibrant multicultural society is once again being built. It therefore provides an excellent venue for us to meet together to examine these issues.

The AER Summer School has been organised on an annual basis since 1995, each year in a different European region, and has proved to be a successful forum for exchange of experience and information between regions from across the European continent. Over a period of five days, approximately 150 regional politicians and officers from all over Europe have the opportunity to engage with one another on topics of common interest, to benefit from best practice examples and to learn about new approaches to regional issues. 

The Youth Summer School will bring together approximately 50 participants between the ages of 18 and 24 to examine the role that young people have to play in the creation of a multicultural Europe in which citizens from different countries, backgrounds, belief systems and ethnicities live and work together. As far as possible, the participants of the Youth Summer School are nominated and sponsored by their regions; we would therefore invite you to consider selecting and covering the participation fee for one or more young people to represent your region at this event. During the Youth Summer School, eight youth participants will be elected to join the newly created AER Youth Team. We would also therefore invite you to consider whether you would be prepared for the participants from your region to stand for election for this Youth Team. Further information on the Youth Team can be found together with the Youth Summer School information or can be obtained from the AER Secretariat. 
Please find with this letter a copy of the programmes for both the Summer School and the Youth Summer School, as well as registration forms and the relevant practical information for both events. Should you be interested in attending either Summer School, please can I ask you to return the registration form to the Secretariat as soon as possible, as space is limited. Please do not hesitate to contact Joanna Benfield, Adviser to the Institutional Affairs Committee (tel: 0032 2 4218757; fax: 0032 2 4218481; email: j.benfield@a-e-r.org), should you require any further information about the Summer School.
Finally, I would like to express my gratitude to the AER Member Regions responsible for organising the 2005 Summer Schools: Brussels Capital, Friuli Venezia Giulia, Herzegovina-Neretva Canton with the City of Mostar, Istra, Olomouc, Vestfold, Vienna, Wallonie, Zenica-Doboj and Zurich.
Best wishes, 
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Klaus Klipp

Secretary General
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