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Draft Programme

10TH AER SUMMER SCHOOL

“Crossing the Bridge – Welcome to Europe”

Mostar

Bosnia and Herzegovina

28th August - 3rd September 2005

Regions as Motors for Prosperous and Inclusive Societies

Venue:

Hotel Ero 

Dr Ante Starčevića bb 

88000 Mostar

Bosnia and Herzegovina

The AER 2005 Summer School will focus upon the theme ‘Regions as Motors for Prosperous and Inclusive Societies’. The main topics for consideration will be the role of the regions in economic development and the promotion of cultural diversity through regional democracy. On the final day, the participants of the Summer School and Youth Summer School will come together to celebrate youth and cultural diversity in the regions.

Sunday 28 August: Arrivals and Welcome Reception

Arrival and registration of participants

Venue: 

Outdoor Platform at the Old Bridge
19.30

Walking Transfer to the Old Town Area (Meeting Point: Reception of Hotel Ero)

20.00
Welcome Reception by the Old Bridge, together with the Youth Summer School participants
Monday 29 August: Regions as Motors for Prosperous and Inclusive Societies – Setting the Context
Venue: Hotel Ero 
Regions as Motors for Prosperous and Inclusive Societies: the Bosnian Context 

(Moderator: Klaus Klipp, Secretary General, AER)
09.00 - 09.15
Introduction from Riccardo Illy, President of the AER, President of the Region Friuli Venezia Giulia (I) 

09.15 - 10.00
Welcome from Adnan Terzic, Prime Minister of Bosnia and Herzegovina (tbc)
Welcome from the Omer Cevra, President of the Parliament of Herzegovina-Neretva Canton (BiH)
Welcome from Ljubo Beslic, Mayor of Mostar, and Murad Coric, President of Mostar City Council (BiH)
10.00 - 10.15
Living in Mostar: documentary film - Swiss International Development Agency, with introduction from Dino Elezovic, European Affairs Officer, Zurich Canton (CH) 

10.15 - 10.45
The Role of Bosnia and Herzegovina in the Creation of Europe – Osman Topcagic, Director of the Office for European Integration, Bosnia and Herzegovina
10.45 - 11.15
Ten Years After Dayton – the state of local and regional democracy today– Trefor Williams, Head of Democratisation, OSCE Mission to Bosnia and Herzegovina
11.15 - 11.45
Coffee break (press conference)

11.45 - 12.15
Bosnia and Herzegovina and the EU - Stefan Simosas, – Political Adviser, European Commission Delegation to Bosnia and Herzegovina  
12.15 - 12.45
Regions and Transition processes in Southeast Europe - Dr. Stephan Kux, Head of Department for Economy, Zurich Canton (CH)
12.45 - 13.00
Open discussion 
13.00 - 14.00
Lunch

Regions as Motors for Prosperous and Inclusive Societies: the European Context 

(Moderator: Pierre Gerard, Adviser for External Relations, Brussels Capital)

14.00 - 14.15
Welcome from Brussels Capital – Pierre Gerard, Adviser for External Relations, Brussels Capital (B)
14.15 - 15.45
The EU’s Approach: the European Neighbourhood Policy and EU Enlargement - Pascal Goergen, Representative of Brussels Capital region to the European Union (B)
15.45 - 16.15
Ten Years from Today – from Pre-Accession to Accession – Professor Attila Agh, University of Budapest (HU)
18.30 - 19.30
Sightseeing tour of Mostar (Meeting Point: Reception Hotel Ero)

19.30

Dinner, Labyrinth Restaurant

Tuesday 30 August: The Role of the Regions in Sustainable Economic Development 

(Moderator: Dino Elezovic, European Affairs Officer, Zurich Canton (CH))

Venue: 
Hotel Ero
09.30 - 09.45
Introduction – Dino Elezovic, European Affairs Officer, Zurich Canton (CH)
09.45 - 10.00
The Economic Profile of Herzegovina-Neretva Canton – representative of the Ministry for Energy and Mining of Herzegovina-Neretva Canton (BiH)
10.00 - 10.30
Why Should Regions Promote Sustainable Economic Development? – Mark Bros de Puechredon, BAK Basel (CH)
10.30 - 11.00
The Swiss Model of Regional Economic Development – Rudolf Schoch, Swiss Co-o-operation Office in Bosnia and Herzegovina, and Jean-Christophe Favre, Head of the Programme for South Eastern Europe, Swiss Agency for Development and Co-operation, Bern (CH)
11.00 - 11.15
Background information on Study Visits – Dino Elezovic
11.15 - 11.30
Coffee Break

11.30 - 13.00
Workshops
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13.00 - 14.00
Lunch

14.00 - 16.00
Study visits - participants will be divided into three groups and will visit the following local economic development projects:
Group 1: "Inkubator" - City of Mostar Small Businesses Incubator

Group 2:  Regional Agency for Economic Development "Hercegovina"
Group 3: LINK - Entrepreneur Society

19.30

Dinner at Hotel Ero

Wednesday 31 August: Interregional Co-operation and Sustainable Regional Development 

(Moderator: Claus Schulze, INTERREG IIIC Secretariat Vienna (A))

Venue: Hotel Ero
09.30 - 10.00
Why is interregional co-operation important for economic development? Claus Schulze - Interreg IIIC Secretariat, Vienna (A). 
10.00 - 10.15
Interregional Co-operation in Bosnia-Herzegovina and Neighbouring Countries – representative of the Ministry of foreign affairs of BiH (tbc)
10.15 - 11.00
Introductions to Workshops on Interregional Co-operation and Regional Economic Development
· The Centrop Euroregion and cross-border economic development – Zuzana Lettner, Vienna Business Agency (A)
· The AER Centurio programme – Renata Skrobalkova, International Relations Officer, Olomouc (CZ)
· Promoting Regional Economic Development through Regional public-private partnership –Salih Alispahic, Zenica – Doboj Canton (BiH,) and Amela Malicbegovic, Regional Development Agency REZ-RDA (BiH)
11.00 - 11.30
Coffee Break

11.30 - 13.00
Workshops (see below)
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13.00 -14.30
Lunch

14.30

Sightseeing Programme

Option 1: Visit to Medjugore and visit of local vineyards (including dinner)
Option 2: Visit to Pocitelj (including dinner)

Thursday 1 September: Promoting Cultural Diversity through Regional Democracy 

(Moderator: Jean Beelen, Senior Policy Advisor for International Relations, Wallonie (B))
Venue: 
Hotel Ero
09.30 - 09.45
Introduction from Wallonie – Jean Beelen, Senior Policy Advisor for International Relations, Wallonie (B) 
09.45 - 10.15
Multiethnic diversity in Bosnia and Herzegovina – Mr. Ibrahim Spahic, Director of the International Peace Centre, Sarajevo (BiH)
10.15 - 10.45
The Local Democracy Agencies Programme as an Instrument for Promoting Cultural Diversity in the Regions – Tommaso Vaccarezza, Delegate of the Local Democracy Agency, Mostar (BiH)
10.45 - 11.15
Coffee Break 
11.15 - 11.45
The Swiss Cantons and Cultural Diversity – speaker tbc  
11.45 - 12.15
Promoting Cultural Diversity in Central and Eastern Europe – representative of the Open Society Institute, Bosnia and Herzegovina
12.15 - 12.45
Case Studies on Federalism and the integration of minorities – Philippe Suinen, Director General, Directorate for International relations, Wallonie Region (B)
12.45 - 14.00
Lunch

14.00 - 16.00
Workshops (see below)


18.30

Sightseeing Programme: Bus Transfer from Hotel Ero to Blagaj 

20:00

Dinner in Blagaj

Friday 2 September:
Celebrating Youth and Cultural Diversity in the Regions  
Joint session with the Youth Summer School participants
(Moderator: Svein Kr. Waale, Chair of the AER Youth Sub-Committee and Vice-President of the the County Council of Vestfold (N)) 

Venue: 
Hotel Ero

09.30 - 09.45
Celebrating Youth and Cultural Diversity in the Regions – introduction from Svein Kr. Waale, Chair of the AER Youth Sub-Committee and Vice-President of the County Council of Vestfold (N)
09.45 - 10.30
Youth and Cultural Diversity in the Regions – presentations from Nordland County Government (N)
Introduction: Nordland County; a nice region to grow up in – impossible to leave? - Mr Geir Knutson, President of the County Government

From politics into practice - a case study of Klara Klok - Ms Åshild Opøyen, Co-odinator of County Youth Affairs


Integrating Sami youth in Nordland - Ms Inga-Lill Sundset, Sami Youth Adviser

10.30 - 11.00
Coffee Break

11.00 - 11.45
Youth and Cultural Diversity in the Regions – presentations from Nordland County Government, (N) (continued)
Case study on youth communication www.skrivebua.no - Ms Tonje Eliassen, Editor of Skrivebua

Youth empowerment and participation - Mr Magnus Delsett, member of Nordland County Youth Parliament

11.45 - 12.00 
The Baltic Sea States Sub-regional Co-operation (BSSSC) Approach to Youth and Cultural Diversity in the Regions – Malgorzata Ludwickzek, Zachodniopomorskie (PL)

 12.00 - 13.00
Citizenship and Youth in a Multicultural Europe – Presentation of the AER Youth Team and Presentations of the conclusions of the Youth Summer School
13.00 - 13.15
Closing words and evaluation of the Summer School – Joanna Benfield, AER Secretariat and Chair of the Summer School Organising Committee  



13.15 - 14.30
Lunch

Closing Ceremony

Venue: 
Outdoor Platform at the Old Bridge
20.00
Closing Statement, Mr Ivan Jakovcic, Vice-President of AER and President of Istra (HR) 

Closing Statements, Mr. Ljubo Beslic Mayor of Mostar and Mr. Omer Cevra, Speaker of Herzegovina-Neretva Canton (BiH) 


Final Dinner 


Celebration of Cultural Diversity - performances of dancers and musicians from the European regions




Workshops


(A)   A step-by-step guide to participatory planning processes – Marinela Domancic and Samra Tafro, Governance Advisors, OSCE Mission to Bosnia and Herzegovina 


(B)   A Toolbox for Regional Economic Development – Mark Bros de Puechredon, BAK Basel


(C) Creating the Institutional Framework for Successful Economic Development – Rudolf Schoch, Swiss Co-o-operation Office in Bosnia and Herzegovina, and Jean-Christophe Favre, Head of the Programme for South Eastern Europe, Swiss Agency for Development and Co-operation, Bern (CH)














Workshops


(A) The Centurio Programme – facilitating exchange of experience on regional economic develoment – Renata Skrobalkova and Jitka Brabcova, International Relations Department, Olomouc (CZ)


(B) Case Study on cross-border co-operation - Case Study of the Centrop Euroregion and cross-border economic development – Zuzana Lettner, Vienna Business Agency (A)


(C) Promoting Regional Economic Development through Regional Public-Private Partnerships –Salih Alispahic, Zenica – Doboj Canton (BiH) and Amela Malicbegovic, Regional Development Agency REZ-RDA (BiH)








Workshops


(A) Case Study from the Council of Europe – representative of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities in Europe (CLRAE), tbc


(B) Case Study from the Association of Local Democracy Agencies – Tommaso Vaccarezza, Delegate of the Local Democracy Agency, Mostar (BiH)


(C) Vojvodina: case study of a region with 27 minorities – Zoran Pantelic, representative of Vojvodina (SaM) 









	




