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Who is umverkehR ?

• Independent NGO in Switzerland
• Active for sustainable mobility since 1992
• 6000 Members
• Volunteer-groups in St. Gallen, Winterthur, 

Zurich, Luzern, Basel, Geneva
• offices in Zurich and Geneva



How do we work?

• Initiatives
• Petitions
• Studies
• Conferences
• Street-Activities



The Aim: Sustainable mobility

Sustainable mobility is

• Human- and environmentally friendly

• Efficient

• affordable



The Aim: Sustainable mobility

Human- and environmentally friendly
means:
• Minimal Emissions
• Minimal Climate Impact
• Minimal landuse
• no splinter development
• Minimal use of energy



The Aim: Sustainable mobility

Minimal energy use is a must:
• Petrol resources are decreasing
• Gas and uranium as well
• Biofuels from sugarcane cause rainforest 

logging 
• Biofuels compete with food production and 

lead to increased food prices



The Aim: Sustainable mobility

Efficient means:



The Aim: Sustainable mobility

Efficient means:
• Public transport

• Pedestrians
• Bicycles

Leistungsfähigkeit eines 3-4 Meter 
breiten Fahrstreifens
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The Aim: Sustainable mobility

Affordable... ?



The Aim: Sustainable mobility

Until 2020:
75 Billion Euro

planned on roads
to reduce 

congestion

Most of it in
agglomerations



The Aim: Sustainable mobility

Until 2020:
75 Billion Euro on roads

- Most of it in 
agglomerations

Vergleich Mittel Infrastrukturfonds 
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The Aim: Sustainable mobility

• Instead, only 20 Billion would be 
needed for public transport to reduce 
the same congestion

Affordable mobility means:
• Support public transport, pedestrian 

and bicycle traffic 
• Set priorities. More roads only cause 

more traffic.



The Aim: Sustainable Transport

Summary:

• Train, Tram and Bus are the spine of 
sustainable mobility

• Short distances by foot or by bicycle
• Shopping locally or using home-delivery 

services
• Rural regions: Car-Sharing



Challenges: Increasing mobility

Amount of ways / day in Switzerland
• 1984: 3.4
• 2005: 3.3
� Same needs, 

but longer distances:
1/3 increase!

� Change of habits
is necessary!
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Challenges: Increasing mobility

=> Reduce distances between work, 
home and leisure



Challenges

Decision makers drive cars



Chances

Do citizens want more roads?
Abstimmungen Strassenbau (Kantone)
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0.0 50.0 100.0

NE, Finanzierung Umfahrung La Chaux-de-Fonds u.a. (4.3.01)

GE, Traversée de la Rade (Brücke, 8.6.96)

GE, Traversée de la Rade (Tunnel, 8.6.96)

GL, E+E Strasse (6.5.01)

GL, Umfahrung Mollis (4.5.97)

BS, Zollfreistrasse (12.2.06)

TG, Südumfahrung Kreuzlingen (25.9.05)

SO, Finanzierung Umfahrungen Solothurn/Olten (28.9.97)

BE, Flughafenzufahrt Belp (24.11.02)

TG, T14 (25.9.05)

ZG, Umfahrung Cham (11.3.07)

SO, Finanzierung Umfahrungen Solothurn/Olten (2.6.02)

LU, Neu- und Ausbau Schwanderholzstutz (19.10.03)

BL, Servicetunnel Belchen (18.5.03)

SO, Umfahrung Solothurn (28.9.97)

LU, Zubringer Rontal (25.9.05)

SO, Umfahrung Olten (28.9.97)

BL, Variantenstudium Laufental (10.6.01)

FR, Umfahrung Bulle (A189, 10.6.01)

NE, 75 Mio.-Kredit (u.a. Umfahrung La Chaux-de-Fonds, 4.3.01)

FR, Poya-Brücke (24.9.06)

Ja-Stimmen in Prozent

Abstimmungen Strassen (Gemeinden)
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Weinfelden, Umfahrung (26.11.00)

Gossau SG, Alternative Zentrumsquerung (17.6.07)

Bern, Schanzentunnel (28.9.97)

Wil SG, Grünaustrasse (9.2.03)

Stabio, Superstrada (21.4.02)

Nyon, Petit Ceinture (24.9.06)

Bischofszell, Umfahrung (24.11.02)

Frauenfeld, F21 (11.3.07)

Lauterbrunnen, Zufahrt Wengen (26.9.04)

Pfäffikon SZ, Investitionsbeitrag Umfahrung (17.6.07)

Zermatt, Strassenanschluss (5.3.05)

Kreuzlingen, Südumfahrung (10.6.01)

Kreuzlingen, Chance Nord (18.5.03)

Bern, Neufeldtunnel (Variante A, 3.2.02)

Ja-Stimmen in Prozent



Chances

Citizens want more public transport

Abstimmungen ÖV (Kantone)
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ZG, Bahn und Bus aus einem Guss
(8.2.04)

ZH, Tiefbahnhof Zürich-Löwenstrasse
(23.9.01)

BE, Tram Bern West (17.6.07)

ZG, Stadtbahn Zug, 1. Etappe (4.3.01)

ZH, Glatttalbahn (9.2.03)

VD, Lausanne, Metro M2 (24.11.02)

BE, Tram Bern West (16.5.04)

Ja-Stimmen in Prozent

Abstimmungen ÖV (Gemeinden)
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Stabio, Bahn
Mendrisio-Varese

(21.4.02)

Bern, Tram Bern
West (26.11.06)

Zürich, Tram Zürich
West

Bern, Tram Bern
West (30.11.03)

Kreuzlingen,
Buskonzept Bambus

(30.11.03)

Gossau SG,
Versuchsbetrieb

Ortsbus

Ja-Stimmen in Prozent



Campaigns for Change

Mobility Calculator

Mobilitätskosten bei 15'000 km/Jahr 
(Quelle: Mobility)
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Campaigns: Studies on Transport

• Public Transport - Rating
• Study on employment by public transport
• Research on Costs of public and private 

transport infrastructure



Campaigns: Discussions 



Campaigns: Public Transport Sardines



Campaigns: Transportation Prices



Campaigns: Städte-Initiative



Campaigns: Städte-Initiative

• In cities, alternatives to cars are abundant
• On the opposite, suffering from car traffic 

is highest
� Cities are the starting point for a new, 

sustainable way of mobility 
� Initiatives started in 6 swiss cities
� From the cities, sustainable mobility can 

spread to rural areas



Campaigns: Städte-Initiative



Campaigns: Städte-Initiative

Postulations:
• PT, Pedestrian and bicycle traffic shall be 

supported primarily
• Traffic growth shall solely take place by PT, 

Pedestrians and Bicycles

• Or amount of PT, Pedestrians and Bicycles shall 
increase by 10 percent (modal split)

• Overall road capacity shall not increase



Campaigns: Städte-Initiative

• St. Gallen voted 59% yes
• Main arguments

– Higher living quality 

– Better public transport
– Safer bicycle paths

– Attractiveness of the city

• Main reasons for the success
– Wide support in community 

– moderate postulation
– Difficult traffic situation



Campaigns: Städte-Initiative

• Next Cities: Luzern and Basel
• Voting on initiative and (weaker) legislation 

suggested by the city council



Campaigns: Städte-Initiative

Achievements: 
• St.Gallen changed parking system
• St.Gallen receives new bus-line

• City-Charta on sustainable mobility
– General policy on sustainable mobility

– Signed by all Städte-Initiative cities and a 
growing number of swiss cities and villages.



Conclusions

• To achieve sustainable mobility...
– Decision-makers have to set priorities for 

public transport, pedestrians and bicycles

– Urban/regional planning has to reduce 
distances between work, leisure and home.

– We have to change our habits

• The role of the NGO...
– Raise awareness 
– Keep taking small steps 

– Focus on what’s to gain!


