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The AER European Youth Ambassador Scheme

1. Background

On 13 October 2005, the Commission published its “Contribution to the period of reflection and beyond: Plan D for democracy, dialogue and debate”
. This set out the Commission’s plans to stimulate debate on European issues amongst citizens and highlighted the importance of involving young people in the debate on the future of Europe.  It is clear that if the concept of ‘Europe’ is to become something meaningful to its citizens, it is imperative to engage young people - the future of Europe - in the debate, to ensure that they are fully informed about the relevance of the European Union to their lives, and to listen to the visions that they have for the future of Europe.

The AER (through a collaborative project of Committee A, the Summer School Organising Committee and the Youth Team) is in the process of creating a network of ‘European Youth Ambassadors’ (EYAs) – young people proactively engaged in the debate on the future of Europe. The role of the European Youth Ambassadors is (i) to raise awareness of the relevance of European issues amongst young people in their own region, and (ii) to transmit the views of young people in their region to the European policy-makers.  
The young people will be selected by their regions for involvement in this programme. All the European Youth Ambassadors will attend the 2006 AER Youth Summer School, where they will be provided with information and training on European issues. The European Youth Ambassadors will then organise debates and activities on youth and the future of Europe in their own regions. Finally, a ‘Meet the Policymakers’ event will be organised in Brussels, which will give the European Youth Ambassadors the opportunity to feed the results of their regional actions back to the decision-makers at the European level.  
2. Youth Summer School

The fifth annual AER Youth Summer School will be held in Maramures, Romania, from 27 August – 2 September 2006 and will bring together between 50 and 70 people, all of whom will be designated as European Youth Ambassadors. The Youth Summer School will provide the EYAs with the skills and information necessary to engage fully in the debate on youth and the future of Europe. 

The week-long Youth Summer School, entitled ‘Youth: the Future of Europe’, will provide participants with the opportunity to debate the role of young people in shaping the Europe of the 21st century and to discuss their views on how Europe needs to develop if it is to fully reflect their needs and interests. They will also be provided with training in the skills necessary for them to carry out their role as European Youth Ambassadors, linking young people in their regions into the debate on the future of Europe.  This will include intercultural communication skills, development of action plans, and provision of information on how to access and interact with European policy-makers.

The aim of the Youth Summer School will be:

· to equip the new European Youth Ambassadors with the necessary tools to be able to undertake actions on youth and the future of Europe in their own regions

· to provide the opportunity for young people from across Europe to exchange ideas and experiences on issues of common European concern

· to identify a common action plan for engaging with European policy-makers on the issue of youth: the future of Europe 

Before attending the Youth Summer School, each of the European Youth Ambassadors will be asked to administer a questionnaire amongst young people in their region, in order to collate information about the views and opinions that they hold on European issues. This will help the European Youth Ambassadors to design their activities to address the real concerns of young people in their region.

During the Youth Summer School, each of the young people will draw up an action plan, setting out the activities that they plan to organise in their region and identifying a timeline and a plan for mobilising the necessary resources. The activities may include, by way of example, debates on young people and Europe, information campaigns about EU programmes for young people or joint campaigns with elected politicians on European issues of relevance to young people.
3. Implementation of Action Plans
After the Youth Summer School, the young people will individually be responsible for implementing their action plans. The aim of these action plans will be:

· to provide young people in their region with the opportunity to explore the future of Europe, particularly in the light of the stalled ratification of the European Constitutional Treaty and the decreasing public trust in the European institutions

· to inform the young people in the region about the opportunities offered to them by European integration, such as the possibilities to participate in the EU’s Youth and Leonardo programmes, in order that they are in a position to take advantage of the benefits of the integration process. 

In this way, the European Youth Ambassadors will create a broad debate amongst young people in the European regions on the relevance of European developments for young people. This will allow a collation of information about young people’s views about the future of Europe from a wide geographical and social spread.  These forums will also act as excellent mechanisms for disseminating information about European policies and programmes to a wide audience of potential beneficiaries. 

4. ‘Meet the Policy-Makers’ Event
The European Youth Ambassadors will be invited to Brussels to participate in a ‘Meet the Policy-Makers’ event at which they will have the opportunity to feed the results of their regional level actions into the European level, at the same time as exchanging ideas with one another. The aim of this event, which will take place in November 2006, will be:

· to ensure that European policy-makers are aware of the concerns and aspirations of young people throughout Europe

· to give young people the opportunity to participate in the European integration process and to engage directly with the European level policy-makers

The AER will, through its Brussels office, engage a range of high-level policy-makers in this event, drawing upon experts from the European Commission, the European Parliament, the Council of Ministers and the Committee of the Regions, in order to ensure that the messages conveyed by the young people can reach all of the institutions concerned at the highest possible level. Commissioner Margot Wallström and MEP Lambert Van Nistelrooij have already stated their intention to participate personally in this event.
In addition to engaging in a broad debate with the institutions on the engagement of youth in the future of the European project, the young people will present the European institutions with a series of joint recommendations, based on the conclusions of their debates in the regions. These will touch not only on the overall direction of the European Union, but also on the specific areas of particular relevance to young people, such as health care, education, social inclusion and culture.

The ‘Meet the Policy-makers’ event will allow European decision-makers to engage with young people who are able to inform them of the views of their counterparts on the future of Europe. This will inform the debate on the overall direction of the European Union and on specific policy areas of relevance to young people. This will form an important contribution to the plans for consultation with the citizens set out by the European Commission in its Communication ‘Contribution to the period of reflection and beyond: Plan D for Democracy, dialogue and debate”.

5. Selection of European Youth Ambassadors
Each region wishing to participate in the scheme can decide upon its own method of selecting its European Youth Ambassador(s), as is usually the case for selection of Youth Summer School participants. In general, most regions organise some kind of competition or interview in order to ensure a fair and transparent selection process.

In selecting young people to become European Youth Ambassadors and to attend the Youth Summer School, regions should bear in mind the following:

· the region is responsible for paying for the young persons participation fee and travel costs for the Youth Summer School

· the region should designate an officer or politician who can work with the young person to elaborate an action plan of activities that will be implemented in the region after the Youth Summer School

· the region should decide whether it will make any resources available to the young person for these activities, e.g. use of the Parliament building for a debate, logistical support for a meeting, etc.
· the region should decide whether it is prepared to cover the cost of a trip to Brussels in November 2006 in order for the young person to participate in the ‘Meet the Policymakers Event’

The commitment to the European Youth Ambassador scheme must therefore not only come from the young participants, but also from the nominating regions
� Communication on the Commission’s Contribution to the period of reflection and beyond: Plan D for democracy, dialogue and debate, 13/10/05, COM (2005)494
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