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Draft Programme

 6TH AER YOUTH SUMMER SCHOOL

Exeter

Devon, United Kingdom

26th August – 31st August 2007

Youth & Sustainable Development in Europe’s Regions
Venue:
Exeter Rugby Club

Sandy Park Conference Centre

Exeter EX2 7NN

United Kingdom

& 

Bicton College

East Budleigh

Salterton EX9 7BY

United Kingdom

The AER Youth Summer School 2007 focuses upon the role of the regions and their young citizens in securing the sustainable development of Europe and the wider world.

In the last few years, the scale of global environmental decline has been unprecedented. Climate change and global warming are leading to an increase in flooding and forest fires in many European countries; temperatures are changing and droughts are becoming more common. Fossil fuels will not be able to meet our increased demand for energy for much longer and renewable sources of energy need to be produced on a much larger scale.

Most of the problems of environmental degradation need to be addressed at the regional level. Regions and the young people who live in them therefore have a key role to play in contributing towards sustainable development at the European level.

During the Youth Summer School, participants will have the opportunity to learn how they can take practical steps to improve sustainable development in their regions. This will be achieved through examining best practice case studies, exchanging experiences and learning about European policies and programmes in the environmental field.
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Sunday 26th August: Arrival and Welcome Reception

19.30
Registration at Bicton House. 

There will be a Hogroast and cultural programme for all participants at Bicton House including dancing to the Lucy Lastic Band, guided tour of Bicton gardens and a number of fun activities looking at sustainability.
Monday 27th August: Regions for Sustainable Development

09.00 - 10.30
Official Opening of the Summer Schools (joint session)


(moderator: Joanna Benfield, Director, AER Brussels Office)

Welcome - Brian Greenslade (Leader of Devon County Council and Vice President Treasurer of the AER)

Introduction to the AER Summer Schools 2007 - Klaus Klipp (Secretary General of the AER)

Keynote Speech – Graham Watson (MEP, Leader of the Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe (ALDE) Group in the European Parliament)
Overview of the week - Joanna Benfield (Director AER Brussels Office and Chair of the Summer School Organising Committee)

Introduction to the Youth Summer School:

a) Youth Summer School 2007 and the AER Youth Ambassador Programme - Martin Mühleck (AER Policy and Summer Schools coordinator)
b) AER Mainstreaming Youth Initiative – Eva Almhjell (Vestfold)
c) AER Youth Team – Members of AER Youth Team
10.30 - 11.00
Coffee break

11.00

Transfer to Bicton College



Introduction to the Youth Summer School 2007

12.00 – 13.00
What is Sustainability? - Gustav Hedström (Jämtland)

13.00 - 14.00
Lunch at Bicton College

14.00 – 15.30
Workshop on Project Management Skills (I) - Gerhard Mosshammer (Vienna)

15.30 – 16.00
Coffee Break
16.00 – 16.30
A Wider View of Sustainability


Sustainability and health – Youth Ambassadors (Vestfold)

16.30 – 17.00
‘Do You Speak European?’ 



Claire Bridges – Youth and Citizenship Officer, AER
17.00 – 18.30
Teambuilding - Jon Scott and Cath Kelly  (Devon Youth Service)
19.30 – 22.00
Official dinner, Rugby Club

TBA

Young Peoples Night Hike, Starts at Bicton

Tuesday 28th August: Regions and Energy – Practical Project Skills

(Moderator: Ashild Opoyen, Head of the County Office of Youth Affairs, Nordland)

08.30 – 9.00
Transport to Rugby Club

09.00 – 09.45
Keynote Speaker: 

Sustainable Energy For the Future - Ingeborg Gjaerum - (Vice President of Nature and Youth/ Friends of the Earth Norway)

09.45 – 10.15
Discussion 

10.15 – 10.30
Coffee Break

10.30 - 12.00
Workshop on Project Management Skills (II) - Gerhard Mosshammer (Vienna)

12.00 – 12.30
Joint Summer School and Youth Summer School session in national groups

Travel to lunch using sustainable transport

12.30 – 13.30
Lunch



Afternoon Seminar on Project Development Skills (at Devon County Hall) 
13.30 – 16.15
Practical tools for implementing what we have heard in our regions - Youth Participation and Democracy Team, Devon Youth Service


Eco-Schools - Tackling the Teenage Carbon Footprint! – Pandora Ellis (West-Sussex)

Refreshments will be provided during the workshops
16.15 – 16.30
Break

16.30 – 16.45
ECYS: Environmental Conference for Youths in Sweden –  Hannes and Bjorn (YSS Participants from Gävleborg)
16.45 – 17.15
What can the AER do for You? – AER Secretariat and AER Youth Team

17.15 – 17.30
Online journalism with Café Babel and AER - Alexandre Heully (www.cafebabel.com)

17.30 – 19.30
Sustainable travel to dinner

19.30 – 22.00
Dinner 

22.00
Free time in Exeter 

Wednesday 29th August: Reconnecting People with their Environments

07.30 – 11.00
Transfer to the Eden Project
11.00 – 11.20
Coffee on arrival

11.20 – 11.30
Welcome from Councillor John Smith  (Devon County Council)
11.30 – 12.15
Introduction to the Eden Project

12.15 – 13.15
Morning Workshops
 (i)
Eco Tourism; the Idea of the Village Hotel: a Solution for Mountain Areas – Raffaella Silvestri, Friuli Venezia Giulia (Moderator: Michele Guliprein)

(ii)
The Olomouc Experience of Ecofood - Vladimira Cervena, PR manager, PRO-BIO–association of ecologic farmers, Olomouc (Moderator: Jitka Brabcova)
(iii)
World Heritage in Young Hands – Ms. Johansen (Foundation Manager) and Ms Halmøy (Youth Representative), Vega Archipelago islands, Nordland (Moderator: Ashild Opoyen)Ø
13.15 

Lunch

13.30 Free time to visit the Eden Project 

(For Youth Team – Meeting of the Youth Team)

16.30 – 21.00
Depart Eden Project and return to Exeter, with evening meal en route

Thursday 30th August: How to Reduce our Carbon Footprint

09.30 - 11.00
Youth Team elections - moderated by AER Secretariat
11.00 – 11.30
Coffee Break

11.30 - 13.00
The food I Eat and its Relation to Carbon Footprints - Dr Jennifer Davies, Researcher in Environmental Efficiency of the Swedish Institute for Food and Biotechnology (Västra-Götaland)

Developing the feedback to the Summer School

13.00 - 14.00
Lunch

14.00 - 15.30
Joint closing session (moderated by the Youth Summer School participants):



Feedback from the two Summer Schools

Pledges to be written in country groups and award of certificates



Conclusions and evaluation


Presentation of the AER Summer School 2008 in Jämtland by Commissioner Robert Uitto and Youth Team delegate Olov Oscarsson
15.30 - 16.15
Devon Cream Teas at the Rugby Club

17.00-19.30
YSS Farewells at Bicton College

19.30

Final Dinner at County Hall

Friday 31st August: Optional Excursions
09.00 – 16.00
Optional Excursion Programme
Option 1:
Somerset – Demonstration of Sustainable Construction (lunch included)

Option 2:
Sightseeing and/or cycling tour of Exeter

Option 3:
Visit to Dartmoor National Park. (Lunch is included. Please bring spare clothes, walking shoes, rain coat and a rucksack).
Please note that accommodation is not provided on Friday night

* * *







"Co-financed by the European Union within the programme "Europe for Citizens" 2007 - 2013".
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