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AER Youth Summer School 2008 

Elections to the AER Youth Team 2008

The AER Youth Team is a unique structure to involve young people in the work of an international organisation. The AER Youth Team members have the opportunity to give input to the AER’s work to make contributions and to make the voice of young people heard among the European regions. Every year, at the YSS, all the AER Youth Ambassadors elect the AER Youth Team for the next two years. These elected Youth Team members then become the representatives on youth issues in the AER and meet regularly in Europe to coordinate their activities. The 7 members of Youth Team 2007/2008 were elected at the AER Youth Summer School in Exeter (Devon, GB) on 30 August 2007. Soon after their election, they adopted their mandate working programme and the Statute of the AER Youth Team on 10 November 2007 in Udine (Itlay). 

The strategy and activities of the Youth Team are based on three levels: regional (they promote the AER’ projects at regional level, involve in the organisation of the AER events and offer assistance to the youngsters in their region), European (by participating and encouraging young people from European regions to participate in projects conducted at European level and by staying in contact with European institutions: CoE, EU, or associations dealing with youth matters) and inter-AER (cooperation between the Youth Team members and all AER committees). In 2008, young people involved in the Youth Team activities will be working on Youth and Alcohol Project, Innovation Conference, AER Youth Innovation Award and AER Youth Most Friendly Region. For more details, please see: http://aeryouth.tk 

The Youth Team members are elected for a period of two years. To ensure both continuity and renewal over time, half of the members elected will be replaced. All participants of the Youth Summer School will participate in the voting process (expected number of participants: 60). For more details, please see appendix 1 (Election Routines).

The young people taking part in the Youth Team will be representing their region and geographical group. They must therefore be nominated by an AER member region. The participation of the youth representatives in AER meetings should be funded by their region. In addition to covering the cost of the young person’s participation in the 2008 Youth Summer School, the region would need to undertake to fund the young person’s participation in the 2008 and 2009 Summer Schools and the AER General Assemblies in 2008 and 2009.

The young Youth Team members divide their responsibilities between the four AER committees, two of them being represented in each committee.  The AER committees have invited the relevant Youth Team members to their meetings twice a year. This seems to be a very good way of learning, both for the adult committee members and the young people.  The nominating regions are therefore asked to consider financially supporting their youth team representatives to participate in the relevant committee meetings.  

The Youth Team also decided to continue as a team, and they appointed a coordinator for the work.  For each Youth Team meeting, a President is appointed among the young members of the Youth Team.  

In order for Youth Summer School participants to be considered for election to the Youth Team, they must therefore first gain the permission of their regions.  Candidates should be between 18 and 24 years old, at the time of the 2008 Youth Summer School.

Youth Summer School participants who are interested in standing for election, and who have gained the permission of their region to do so, are asked to complete the declaration of intent overleaf.  The eligible young person should not stand as a private person, but as far as possible represent a broader group of young people in their region (e.g. county councils etc). 

This year there three vacant places: two from Southern Europe and one from Eastern Europe. 

Declaration of Intent to Stand as an eligible Youth Candidate

At the 2006 Youth Summer School, elections will be held for 3 seats on the Youth Team:  

EAST group 
1  

SOUTH group 
2  

The declaration below must be signed by both the young representative/candidate and a representative of the regional authority sponsoring them.

Details of the eligible young representative/candidate

	Name of eligible candidate


	

	Address of eligible candidate
	

	Tel. no. of eligible candidate
	

	Fax no. of eligible candidate
	

	E-mail of eligible candidate
	

	Date of Birth of eligible candidate

(Candidates should be between 18 and 24 years old)
	


Details of Nominating Region

	Name of Region
	

	Contact person in the region (Name, function)
	

	Tel. no. of contact person
	

	Fax no. of contact person
	

	E-mail of contact person
	


Declaration of the eligible young representative

I agree to stand for nomination/election to the AER Youth Team 2008-2010

Signed (participant) _________________________________
Date ___________________

Declaration of Region

The region undertakes to fund the participation of this person (if elected) in the AER General Assembly 2008 and 2009, as well as the Youth Summer School 2008, 2009 and 2010.

Signed (representative of region) ______________________________
Date ________________

Please send the completed form, by 15 August 2008, by fax, e-mail or post to Malgorzata Kucinska, Youth and Citizenship Officer, Assembly of European Regions, 6, rue Oberlin, 67000 Strasbourg, France

Fax: 0033 3 69201319; E-Mail: youth.officer@aer.eu; tel. 00 33 3 88 22 74 32

Appendix 1

Youth Team Election Procedures

Delegates to the Youth Team have a mandate of two years.  In order to ensure continuity, half of the youth delegates will be subject to election each year.  

Youth Candidates should:

· be aged between 18-24 years 

· want to be eligible themselves

· come from a member region of the AER

· represent formalised groups of Youth in their region (Youth Councils, Youth NGOs, Political Youth Party) 

· be appointed by formalised groups of Youth

· be appointed to be eligible by their home region

· be given economic, professional and political support for the work in the Youth Team by their home region

In principle, the participants of the Youth Summer School elect the 8 representatives to the Youth Team, representing four geographical zones (see below). The four geographical groups are as follows:  

· North - Norway, Sweden, Finland, Lithuania

· West - Ireland, United Kingdom, Germany, Belgium, Netherlands, France, Austria, Switzerland

· East - Poland, Czech Republic, Slovakia, Hungary, Romania, Russia, Ukraine, Moldova

· South - Portugal, Spain, Italy, Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia, Greece, Bulgaria, Turkey, Georgia, Albania, Cyprus

The geographical balance is achieved by using a list system. A maximum of 16 candidates stand for election. These are divided into 4 lists which have a maximum of 4 candidates each. 

The elections take place during the Youth Summer School and all Youth Summer School participants are eligible to vote for all candidates. The nominations and a brief presentation of each of the nominees are presented to the participants of the YSS. The election is conducted by secret ballot and an electoral commission is responsible for counting the votes.

Youth Team Elections 2008 will take place on 28th August during the afternoon session of the (Youth) Summer School in Ostersund, Jamtland (S). All Youth Summer School participants are eligible to vote for candidates. The elections will be organised by the AER Secretariat. 

NB: At the 2008 Youth Summer School, elections will only be held for 3 seats on the Youth Team:  

EAST group 
1  

SOUTH group 
2  
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